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GOETHE. 



The distingaished and peculiar man, who occupies the 
last Yolmne in our Collection, has lightened the task of 
his biographers and critics, by a work of great interest, 
which he has himself given to the world, and of which 
some more or less accurate resemblance is also before 
the English reader. In his Dichtufig vand Wahrheit, 
Goethe has accomplished the difficidt problem c^ auto- 
biography with what seems a. singular success : here, 
in the kindest and coolest spirit, he conducts us through 
the scenes of his past existence ; unfolds with gnq;>hic 
clearness, and light gay dignity, whatever influenced 
the formalion of his character and mode of thought ; 
depicting all with the knowledge of a chief actor, and 
the calm impartial penetration of a spectator ; speak- 
ing of himself as many would wish, but few are able, 
to speak of themselves : In the temper of a third party, 
and not sooner or not farther than others are desirous 
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yGooQle 



2 GOETHE. 

and entitled to hear that subject treated. If the old 
remark is true, that a faithful secret-history of the 
humblest human being would be attractive and in- 
structive to the highest, this picture of the spiritual and 
moral growth of a Goethe may well be considered as 
deserving no common attention. I am sorry to under- 
stand that the English version of the work is not from 
the German, but from the; French : judging by the 
size of the book, the business of curtailment in this 
lAfe qf Goethe must have been proceeded in with a. 
liberal and fearless hand ; it seems also that there are 
additions, which probably are still more offensive. To 
this copy of the portrait, de&ced atid distorted as it 
cannot fail to be, I must not refer the reader : yet aU 
that can be attempted here is a few slight sketches, 
more in the way of commentary than of narrative. 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe was bom at Frankf(»t 
cm ^ Mayn, on the 28th of August 1749. The sta- 
tion and circumstances of his family were of a favour- 
able sort X his father bore the title of Imperial Cotm- 
dlknr, and though personally unconnected with active 
affinrs, stood in close relation with the influential uid 
cultivated classes of the eommnnity. Both parents a|i- 
pear likewise to h«ve been of a detenninatiB and genuitie 
form <^ muid, possessing many virtues, and no incoA- 
sidmble shaf e of intellectual gifts uid attainments. In 
the hmght of his fame, it was observed of Goethe, that 
his true-hearted, idiomatk;, and expressive style of 
speech recalled his mother to memoiy ; who, while nur- 
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GOETHE. 3 

sing her fidr boy on W knee, iiad little dreamed that 
in him her own good and kindly diaracta* was to be 
tnaufignred to audi beauty and enlargement, and trans- 
mitted in glorious emblems to distant oountaies and 
succeeding ages. The father, of course, was feshioned 
in a m<Mre rugged mould, and seems also to have been 
originally of sterner stuff; a rigorous^ abrupt, po^itiye, 
and tlMHnDughgoing man ; somewhat of a hummist, fbr 
he actually built his house from the top downwards ; 
testy and indomitable, but not ill-natured or ungene- 
rous ; clear in his perceptions, as he was resolute in 
his actions ; and withal of an honest and manly heart. 
Both these modes of character appear to have united 
in the son : the liveliest susceptibility of all sorts was 
superadded to them ; and the scene he lived in acted 
on him with strong and complicated influences. These 
earliest images of his memory he has set before us with 
the most graceful simplicity in ihe work above referred 
to : the aspects of life in Gothic Frankfort, with its 
old German minds and old German manners, are 
brought home to our eyes ; we walk among rich old- 
ftfihioned wondrous objects, and converse with origi- 
nals as w<mdrous and old-ftshioned as -their abode. 

Goedie wiB destined, as his father had been, for the 
profession of law ; and in due time, he w^t successive- 
ly to Leipzig and Strasburg, to prqmre for, and to un- 
dertake, the study of it. But his quick, impassioned, 
and discursive mind, impressed by the most varied im- 
pulses, was continually diverging into many provinces 



yGooQle 



4 GOETHE. 

remote enough finom thk his appointed occupation ; for 
which, as was natnrany to be expected, he had never 
shown any preference ; though, from time to time, he 
had not failed to prosecute, with fits of resolute dili- 
gence, the tasks prescribed by it. In 1771, he obtain- 
ed his degree : but if the form of his outward life might 
now seem clear and determined, his inward world was 
still in a state of uproar and disorder. The ambition 
of wealth and official celebrity would not seize him 
with due force : a thousand vague purposes, and vehe- 
ment wish^, and brightest and blackest forecastings, 
were conflicting within him; for a strong spirit was 
here struggling to body itself forth from the most dis- 
cordant elements ; and what was at last to rise as a 
fiedr universe of thought still rolled as a dim and waste-* 
ful chaos. 

By degrees, however, after not a little suffering in 
many hard contests with himself and his drcimistances, 
he began to emerge from these troubles : light dawned 
on his course ; and his true destination, a life of litera- 
ture, became more and more plain to him. His first 
efforts were crowned with a success well calculated 
to confirm him in such purposes. Gotz von Berlichin- 
geny an historical drama of the Feudal Ages', appeared 
in 1773 ; by the originality both of its subject and its 
execution, attracting the public eye to the young au- 
thor : and next year his Sorrows of Werter rose like 
a literary meteor on the world ; and carried his name 
on its blazing wings, not only over Germany, but into 
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^ remotest comers of Europe. The chief incident of 
this work had been suggested by a tragical catastrophe, 
which had occurred in his neighbourhood, during a 
residence at Wetzlar: the emotions and delineations 
which give life to it ; the vague impassioned longing, 
the moody melancholy, the wayward lore and indigna- 
tion, the soft feeling and the stem philosophy, which 
characterize the hero, he had drawn from his own past 
or actual experience. 

The works just mentioned, though noble spedmen» 
of youthful talent, are still not so much distinguished 
by their intrinsic merits, as by their splendid fortune. 
It Would be di£Bcult to name two books, which have 
exercised a deeper influence os the subsequent Btera>- 
ture of Europe, than these two performances of a young 
author ; his first fruits, the produce of his twenty-fomth 
year. PFcrfer appeared to seize the hearts of men in 
aD cpuuFters of ^e world, and to utter for them the 
•word which they had long been waiting to hear. As 
vffiually happens, too, this same word once uttered wbs 
soon abimdanliy repeated ; spoken in aU dialects, and 
chatnted through all the notes of the gamut, till at 
length the sound of it had grown a weariness ra- 
th^ than a pleasure. Sceptical sentimentality, view- 
hnntin^, lore, friendship, suicide, and desperation, be- 
came the staple of literary ware ; and though the epi- 
demic, after a long course of years, subsided in Ger- 
many, it reappeared with various modifications in other 
countries ; and everywhere abundant traces of its goo^ 
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6 GOETHE. 

and bad effects are sdll to be discerned. The fortune 
of BerUchingen with the Iran Handy though less sud- 
den, was by no means less exalted. In his own coun- 
try, GotSy ^ongh he now stands solitary and childless, 
became the parmit of an innumerable progeny of chl- 
yalry plays, feudal delineations, and poetico^antiqua- 
rian performances ; which, though long ago deceased, 
made noise enough in their day and generation : and 
with ourselves, his influence has been peihaps still mcne 
remarkable. Sir Walter Scott's first literary enteq>rise 
was a translation of Crotn von BerUchingen: and if 
genius could be communicated like instruction, we 
miglit call this work of Goethe's the prime cause of 
MarmUm and the Lady qfike Ldkcy with all that has 
followed from the same creative hand. Truly, a grain 
of seed that^ has lighted in the right soil ! For if not 
firmer and fairer, it has grown to be taller and broader 
than wiy other tree ; and all the nations of the Earth 
are still yearly gathering of its fruit. 

But orerlooking these spiritual genealogies, winch 
bring little certainty and little profit, it may be si£ffi- 
cient to observe of BerlicMngen and Wertery that iJley 
stand prominent among the causes, or, at the vary 
least, among the signals, of a great change in modem 
Literature. The former directed men's attention with 
a new force to the picturesque effects of the Part ; and 
the latter, for the first time, attempted the more accu- 
rate delineation of a class of feelings, deeply impcntant 
to modem minds ; but for which our elder poetry of« 
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a6 (^qMMMA^ 9md perliapB «oidd offer nimey be- 
c9Nee dney are feelings thel ariie fveni faasion iscapa- 
Ue of being conrertod into wiAosh md belong chi^y 
to en age es iAdofent, ciMr^Udy aad nobeUeying, as 
purowtt. Thi0>iiolwithfltaAd»g«be dash of falsehood 
whatk mair iw^ ia fVerter bael( mid tbe boaadkss 
ddirMiro of cactrayagance vbkfa it called fcntb in others, 
IS a high praiae arhich caonot j«st]]r be denied it The 
Sn^^ l^^d&r ongbl also to nnderstaad that our cnr- 
raat T^rsioii x)f Werter {s matilaitad and iaaocarate : it 
fieme^ ta us through the aU-enbdiuiig nediiuii of the 
Freaeb s Aom of its oswtie streagdi ; with its pie- 
JuMsboly rendered wiaadlin ; its hero redwced fiiom the 
stately ghxHn of a bioken-hciarted poet to the tearixd 
jfraagUi^ of a dyspepjtie tailw. 

Ooo 4ji the ray first to pereeiFe the ftiults oi ihese 
wintey and the ridiculoos extraFagmce of their imita- 
tois, was Goethe hijpself. I9 Ais nnlooked-for and 
wp^LasEiplsd popidarHfcy, he was hx from feeling that 
hi^ had .attained Im object : this first outpouring of bis 
ao«l had calmed its agitations, not exhausted or even 
jj^cMc^ted its straigth ; and he now hfega^ tp see afar 
tfff a much hij^ region^ as weU as glimpses of the 
tracl^ by which it might be reached To cultivate his 
own spirit, ^ot only as an author, but as a man ; to 
obtaifli domim^ over it, and wield its resoorces as in- 
atnwents in ibe servioe of wfast seeined Good and 
8^au4$fpl, had beea bis oljeet mone ^ less distinctly 
from ibe first, as it is that of all tnns men in their se- 
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▼eral spheres. According to his own deep nmxini, that 
'< Dodbt of any sort can oidy be remoyed by Acti<m»" 
this object had now become more clear to him ; and 
he maybe said to have pursued it to the present hour, 
with a comprdiensiyeness and unwearied perseyeranoe^ 
rarely if ever exemplified in the history of snoh a mind; 
I£s external relations had akeady ceased to obstnict 
lum in this pursuit, and they now became more fii^ 
vonrable than ever. In 1776> the Heir Apparent of 
Weimar was passing through Frankfort ; on which oc* 
casion, by the intervention of some friends, he waited 
upon Goethe. The visit must have been mutually 
agreeable ; for a short time afterwards^ the young au- 
thor was invited to Court ; apparmitly, to contribute 
his assistance in various literary institutions and ar- 
rangements, llien proceeding or contemplated ; and in 
pursuance of this honourable call, he accordingly set- 
tled at Weimar, with the title of LegaHansrathy and 
the actual dignity of a place in the Coikffiwnf or Coun- 
cil. The connexion, begun under such favourable aus- 
pices, and ever since continued unimpaired^ has beeA 
productive of important consequences, n<^ only to 
Weimar, but to all Germany. The noble purpose, un- 
dertaken by the Dutohess Amelia, was zealously for- 
warded by the young Duke on his accession ; under 
whose influence, supported and directed by his new 
Councillor, this inconsiderable state has gained f6r it- 
self a fairer distinction than any of its larger, richer, or 
more warlike rivals. By degrees, whatever was bright- 
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est in the genius of Gennany had been gathered to 
this little Conrt : a dassicat^ theatre was under the su- 
perintendance of Goethe and Schiller ; here Wieland 
taught and suig-; in the pdpit was Herder ; and pos- 
sessing saeh a fonr^ the small town of Weimar, some 
twenty years ago, might challenge the proudest capital 
of the world to match it in inteUectnal* wealth. Occu- 
pied so profitably to Ins country, and honourably to 
himself, Goethe continued rising in estimation with his 
PHnce : by degrees, a political was added to his lite- 
rary influence ; in 1779 he became Priyy CoimeHlor ; 
President in 1782 ; and, at length, after his retiDn from 
Italy, where he had spent two years in varied studies 
and observation, he was appointed Minister; a post 
which he only a few years ago resigned, on Ins final re- 
tirement from public affidrs. In this, his second coun- 
try, he still resides. The German biographies are care^ 
ful to inform us that by the Duke of Weimar he was 
ennobled ; and decorated by Alexander and Napoleon, 
and various other kings and kaisers, with their several 
insignia itf honour. 

A much purer and more imperahablr series of ho- 
nours he has earned for himself, by the peacefrd efforts 
of his own genius. His active duties were, at all times, 
more or liess intimately connected with literature ; they 
seem not to have obstructed the silent labours of his 
closet ; and perhaps they rather forwarded the great 
business of hb fife, a thorough universal culture of all 
his being. Goethe's history is a picture of the most diw 



yGooQle 



10 GOETHE. 

verse 4Bt]idies and acfiisitjoAB : Literature he bps triad 
9iicGes8fully in nearly every one of its departanenti ; 
with Arty anden^ and modem, be basteniliarized him- 
self beyond a rival ; Science, ako, he eeems to ha^e 
surveyed wilh no f^releas or feeble eye, and his coa* 
tribolions to several of its braBches, particularly <rf 
Botai^y and Opdcs, ba^e been thaaUiilly received by 
their professors. Some of our naaders may be surprised 
to learn, that the painted IMagram of Mountain-aid- 
tudes which ornaments tbeur libraries, exhibiting in one 
view the successive ekvMtuNis of the Globe, was de- 
* vised by the Autbor ^ Pcmsf aad 7%« Scffom if 
Werter. 

Goethe's purdy litewy wi»lcfl amoimt4o between 
twenty and thirty eonsidenible velunes* A bare enu- 
meration of thek names, vrith<mt note m comment, 
would be pd^exing rather than instructivie ; imd iox 
note w comment of the humblest sort our present 
limits are too narrow. In the province of the Drama, 
QioaUktg Egtmnt^ Jphigenie^ voA multitudes of lighter 
pieces, we must mention, as entitled to pecntiar dis- 
tinction, the tragedy of Torqwito Tofso^ and the play 
of Tau9L The firet paints, in simple gracefulness, the 
poetic temperament at conflict with the ordiiwuiees of 
vulgar life ; a pise and touching pictp0«, ful) of wis-, 
dom, x»lq| depth, and imostentations pathos. The se- 
cond, of a still deeper character^ imager forth, m the 
siq[>erstitious tradition oiFfim^ the contest <^ the good 
principle in human mature with the bad ; the struggle of 
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Man 8 S<ml against Ignorance, Sin, and Snfleriiig ; the 
indmct subject of many, perhaps ci all tme poems ; 
but here treaied directly, with a wild mysterioiis im- 
[vesBiTettess, which distingnishes this play frcnn erery 
other. Fausi and also Ijphigenie have been translated 
into EngUsfa. 

Anoth^ singular perfomanee of Goethe's is i2n- 
iieofe FuekSy a poetic yersion of the old tale, said to 
be originaHy a Netherlands political pasquinade, and 
which exists in English, undar the ccHrresponding title 
ci R^^nardthe Fox. Goethe's work is written in hexa- 
meters, in twelve books, like anoth^ ^neid : a won- 
drons affiiir ; imbued with the truest humour, full of 
marvdlous imitations, grotes^^ descriplions, and ma- 
nifold mimdities. If beasts could speak, we should 
sordy expect them to express their << general riewa" 
as they are made to do in tins epos : the ass here is a 
philosophical mast]cat<ur of thistles and gorse ; Bruin 
thinks, and talks, end acts, like a y^ bear ; and ^^ Mai* 
aperCtts the Fortvess" is still redolent of murdered 
poultry. Nor is this strange mimickry the sole charm 
of the work ; for there is method in its madness ; across 
t^ese manrellous delineations we discom a de^er sig* 
mficance. It is a parody of human life, as it were, a 
magic pietnre, widi forms c^ the wildest mirth, which, 
while we gaze on them, sadden into serious and instruc* 
tive, though still smiling, monitors. Hemumimd Doro* 
th€a is also written in hexameters, and with a dieerful 
eamestness, which has recommended it to great fkvenr 
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with the Gennmu. Yon see it printed in gay minia- 
tnre, with gilding and decorations ; and friend testifies 
his kindness to friend by the present of this Civic Epo$* 

In the Romance department, Ooethe has written se^ 
yaral wofks, and on pecoliaF prindples. Besides Wer* 
ter, we have WUhdm Mdster*8 Apprenticeship^ and 
Die WaMvertoandtsche^lten (The Electire Affinities) ; 
and fire years ago he published the first volame of WU" 
helm Meister*s Travels, a fragment which the reader is 
now to have an opportonity of perusing. These per- 
formances, though bearing the coinmon name of novel, 
are of very varied quality : and some of them but ill 
represented by so trivial a title. WUhelm Meister^s Ap» 
prenticeskip, for instance^ whatever may be thought of 
it in other rei^ects, has a deeper object than many a 
poem which has called itself epic : nor wa» it hastily or 
carelessly huddled together without study; for this 
novel, it would appear, lay ten years in the Author's 
mkid and hand, one year longer than even the Horadan 
period. Like many of his other w«rks, Meister has 
called forth a numerous series of imitations ; but the 
strength of such productions lies less in the form than 
in the substance, which it is not so easy to copy ; and 
accordingly, when most of these << Art-novels" are for- 
gotten, Meister alone continues rising in esteem. Ex- 
cept the Wahlvenoandisrhii^iten, all Goethe's novels are 
now in English. 

Of his numerous short Poems it is difficult to say a 
well-weighed word : fw they are of all sorts>. gay and 
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grare, descriptive, lyrical, didactic, idylHc, epigrammat- 
ic ; and of all these species, the common name, with- 
out long expositions, would, wiien applied to him, ex- 
cite a false idea. Goethe is nowhere more entirely ori- 
ginal, more fosdnating, more indescribable, than in his 
smaller poems. One quality which yery generally marks 
them, particnlarly those of a later date, is their pecu- 
liar expressiveness, their fulness of meaning. A single 
thing is said, and a thousand things are indicated. 
They are spells which cleave to our memory, and by 
which we sunmion beautiful spirits from the vasty deep 
of thought. Often at the first aspect they appear com- 
monplace, or altogether destitute of significance : we 
look at the lines on the canvass ; and they seem care- 
less dashes, mere random strokes, representing nothing 
save the caprices of their author ; we change our place, 
we slnft and shift, till we find the right point of view ; 
and all at once a foir figure starts into being, encircled 
with graces and light charms, and by its witcheries 
attracting heart and mind. In his songs he recalls to 
us those of Shakspeare: they are not speeches, but 
musical tones ; the sentiment is not stated in logical 
sequence, but poured forth in fitful and fantastic sug- 
gestions : they are the wild wood-notes of the night- 
ingale ; they are to be song, not said. 

A large portion of Goethe's writings still remains to 
be classed under the head of Miscellanies. We have 
sketches of Travels ; dissertations, direct or allegorical, 
on Art ; autobiography, continuous or in fragments ; 
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fisailukn, dialogaes, or olh^ light easays, on Taste, 
Maimets, and Morak ; there ts even a short treatise on 
the geography of the Children of Israers journey into 
Canaan ! Nor has he disdtdned the hnmhle offices of a 
translator and editor* The lAfe ofBmvenuto CeUini, 
which lately appealed in English, ^he long ago transla- 
ted, with notes. Voltaire's Mahomet had a similar ho* 
nonr from him ; also Diderot's Neveu de EameaUf the 
ori^nal of which was published only very lately, many 
years after the German version. His editorial iimc- 
tions, I believe, he has not yet laid aside ; for two pe- 
riodicals, the Morphciogie and the Kunst und Aker- 
thum (Art and Antiquities), are still occasionally con- 
tinued under his direction and co-operation. 

Such are «ome specimens of the labours, in which 
Goethe has spent many diligent and most honourable 
ye^urs. That they are too varied to be all excellent, that 
he would have better cared for his fame, had he limit- 
ed his efforts to a narrower circle, is an obvious cavil ; 
to which also he can reply, as he has already done for 
D'Alembert, that there are higher things on Earth than 
fame ; that a universal develop^nent of our qpiritnal 
nature may actually be more precious to us than the 
solace of our vanity ; that the true business is to de^ not 
to seem; and that intellectual affisaii^A^, however won- 
dered at, is less desirable than intellectual mcmhood. 
Goethe has a right to speak on this subject : for he has 
tried public favour, and tried the want of it ; and found 
that he could hold on his way through either fortune* 
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Thirty ymn ago, he nuglit be said to be without an au- 
dience eren in his own country : his best WOTks were 
recdred with chilHng apathy, or objected to with the 
most mdancfaoly stolidity ; and nnmy a good-natured 
fi:iend ndght be heard lamenting that the g^iius of 
Goethe diould haye feded with the fire of his youth, that 
the authored WerternadBerUchinffen should have sunk 
toiUeiffer and Tarquaio Tasso. Goethe had outgrown 
his g^ieration $ his culture was too high for its appre- 
hensien* He went on unwearkdly to cuhitate himself 
still fiuther. These things hare their day : the reign of 
Sta{^ty is boisterous and boastful ; but it shall not 
endure for erer. A better race of critics arose ; the 
Nicdais^ and Mansos gave place to the Schlegels, the . 



* Nicolai was a BookseUer in Berlin ; a man df a shrewd, 
inquiring, substantial mind ; what is called a sound practical 
man. He had made considerable attainments in knowledge, by 
his own unaided efforts ; and was indeed a very meritorious per- 
son, had he not committed one fundamental error : To the very 
last he never could persuade himself that there was anything in 
Heaven or Barth which had not been dreamed of in hi» philoso. 
phy. He was animated with a fierce zeal against Jesuits ; in 
tldt most people thought him partly right : but when he wrote 
against Kant's philoso^^y, without oomprdienduig it ^ and judged 
of poetry as he judged of Brunswick mum, by its uiiUty^ many 
people thought him wrong. A man of such spiritual habitudes 
is now by the Germans called a PhiHster^ Philistine : Nicolai 
earned for himself the painful pre-eminence of being Erz'PhUU' 
ter^ Arch-Philistine. Stray spedmens of the Philistine nation 
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Tiecks, the Richters. Goethe has lived to see a truer 
time ; his calm perseverance has met with its outward 
as well as its inward rewards ; and what was once the 
solitary consciousness of his own mind, is now reflect- 
ed back to him from millions of approving minds. In 
the evening of his glorious life, a destiny has been pro-, 
vided for him such as fells to the lot' of few mortals. 
Secluded in the bosom of his family; surrounded, and 
still occupied, with whatever is curious in literature, 
science, or art, the venerable Master, in looking at the 
bright past, may find it yet in harmony with the pre- 
sent and the future : for his heart and hand are still 
busy in his vocation ; faces that love him gladden his 
abode ; and voices of reverence and gratitude reach 
him from all ends of the world. His mental faculties 
seem visited by no decay : the work written last year 
is as full of life as the work written threescore years 



are said to exist in our own Islands ; but we have no name for 
them like the Oermans ; who indeed, by this cheek-burning, may 
perhaps be thought to have cleaned their country too well of these 
Undrcumdsed. By way of explanation, I should add, that Phu 
iiiter, in the dialect of German Universities, corresponds to the 
Brute of Cambridge.; designating every noa^student. As applied 
to Nicolai and his kindred, it came into use in the period of the 
Xenien (See Tieck in volume II. of this Compilation); and in 
this sense it is now to be found* with all its derivatives, even in 
grave writings. At present, the literary Philistine seldom shows, 
never parades, himself in Gei^any ; and when he does appear, 
he is in the last stage of emadadon. 
13 
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ago : his mind is growii^ older, but more interesting, 
88 weU as older ; it is stiller, wiser, lovelier ; and the 
long shadows of evening are blended with the mellow- 
est sonshine. His Wesi'dgUieker Dwcm, a series of 
Wesiern^orienial sketches and poems, is still as grace- 
Ail and expressive as if half a century had been iBub« 
tucted from its date. WUhdm Meister's Traveb was 
published m 1821 ; and some of om: readers may per- 
use it with a new interest, as the singular spedmen of 
a light and living po^n by a man of seventy-two. 

Of a nature so rare and conqtiex it is difficult to 
form a true comprehension ; dfflcnlt even to express 
what eemprdiension we have formed. In Goedie's 
nund, llie first aspect that strikes us is its calmness, 
then its beauty ; a deeper inspection reveals to us its 
vastness and unmeasured strength. This man rules, 
and is not ruled. The stem and fiery energies of a most 
passionate soul lie silent in the centre of his being ; a 
trembHng sensibility has been inured to stand, williout 
flinching or murmur, the sharpest trials. Nothing out- 
ward, nothing inward, shall f^tate or control him. The 
brightest and most capricious fancy, the most piercing 
and inquisitive intellect, the wildest and deepest ima^- 
nation ; the highest thrills of joy, the bitterest pangs of 
soROW : all these are his, he is not thdrs. While he 
moves every heart from its steadfJEustness, his own is firm 
and still : the words that seardi into the inmost recesses 
of our nature, he pronounces with a tone of coldness 

VOL. IV. B 
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and equanimity ; in the deepest pathoe, he weeps not, 
or his tears are like water trickling from a rock of ada« 
mant* He is king of himself and of his world ; not does 
he rale it like a vulgar great man, like a Napoleon or 
Charles XII^ by the mere brute exertion of his willy 
grounded on no principle, or on a felse one : his £m^uI- 
ties and feelings are not fettered or prostrated under 
the iron sway of Passion, but led and guided in kindly 
union under the mild sway of Reason ; as the fierce 
primeyal elements of Nature were stilled at the coming 
of Light, and bound together, under its soft vesture, 
into a glorious $uid beneficent Creation. 

This is the true Rest of man ; no stunted imbelieviag 
callousness, no reckless sutrender to blind Force^ ne 
opiate delusion ; but the harmonious adjustment of Ne- 
cessity and Accident, of what is changeable and what 
is unchangeable in our destiny ; the calm supremacy of 
the spirit over its circumstances ; the dim aim of every 
human soul, the fall attainment of only a chosen few. 
It comes not unsought to any ; but the wise are wise 
because they think no price too high for it. Goethe's 
inward hdme has been reared by slow and laborious 
efibrts ; but it stands on no hollow or deceitful basis : 
for his peace is n$t from blindness, but from clear vi«- 
aion ; not from uncmtain hope of alteration, but from 
sure insight into what cannot alt^ • His world seems 
once to have been desolate and balefrd, as that of the 
darkest sceptic ; but he has covered it anew with beauty 
and solemnity, derived from deeper sources, over which 
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Doubt can hare no sway. He has inquired fearlessly, 
and feaiiessly searched out and denied the false ; but he 
has not Forgotten what is equally essential and infinitely 
herder, to search out and admit the true. His heart is 
still full of warmth, though his head is clear and cold ; the 
world for him is still full of grandeur, though he clothes 
it with no fiilse colours ; his fellow-creatures are still 
objects of reverence and lore, though their basmiesses 
are plainer to no eye than to his. To reconcile these 
c<mlaradictions is the task of all good m«i» each for 
himself, in his own way and manner ; a task which, in 
our age, is encompassed with difficulties peculiar to 
the time ; and which Goethe seems to have accom* 
plisbed with a success that few can rival. A mind so 
in unity with itself, even though it were a poor and 
small one, would arrest our attenti<«, and win some 
kind r^ard from us : but when this mind ranks among 
the strongest and most complicated of the species,' it 
becomes a sight full of intere^ a stmdy full of deep 
mstmction* 

Such a mind as Goethe's is the fruit not only of a 
royal endowment by Nature, but also bf a culture pro- 
portionate to her bounty. In Goethe's original form of 
spirit we discern the highest gifts of manhood, without 
any defidenoy of the lower : he has an eye and a heart 
equally for die snblbne, the cwnmon, and the ridicii- 
lous ; the elements at once of a poet, a thinker, and a 
wH. Of his culture we have often spoken already ; and 
it deserves again to be held up to praise and imitation. 
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This, as he himself unostentatiously confesses, has been 
the sonl of all his conduct, the great enterprise of his 
life ; and few that understand him will be apt' to deny 
that he has prospered. As a writer, his resources have 
been accumulated from nearly all the provinces of hu- 
man intellect and activity ; and he has trained himself 
to use these complicated instruments, with a light ex- 
pertness, which we might have admired in the professor 
of a sditary department. Freedom, and grace, and 
smiling earnestness, are the characteristics of his works : 
the matter of them flows along in chaste abundance, 
in the sofltest combination ; and their style is referred 
to by native critics as the highest specimen of the Ger- 
man tongue. On this latter point the vote of a stranger 
may well be deemed unavailing; but the charms of 
Goethe's style He deeper than the mere words ; for 
language, in the hands of a master, is the express image 
of thought, or rather it is the body of which thought is 
the soul ; the former rises into being toge^er with the 
latter, and the graces of the one are shadowed forth in 
the movements of the other. Goethe's language, even 
to a foreigner, id full of character and secondary mean- 
ings ; polished, yet vernacular and cordial, it sounds 
like the dialect of wise, ancient, and true-hearted men : 
in poetry, brief^ sharp, simple, and expressive ; in prose, 
perhaps still more pleasing ; for it is at once concise and 
full, rich, dear, unpretending, and melodious ; and ^e 
sense, not presented in alternating flashes, piece afiter 
piece revealed and withdrawn, rises before us as in 
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contmnous dawning, and stands at last simultaneously 
complete, and bathed in the mellowest and ruddiest 
sunshine. It brings to mind what the prose of Hodcer^ 
Bacon, Milton, Browne, would have been, had they 
written undiNr the good, without the bad influences, of 
that French precision, which has polished and attenua- 
ted, trimmed and impoFerished, all modem languages ; 
made our meaning dear, and too often shallow as well 
as dear. 

But Goethe's culture as a writer is perhaps less re* 
markable than his culture as a man. He has learned 
not in head only, but also in heart ; not from Art and 
Literature, but also by action and passion in the rug- 
ged school of Experience. If asked what was the 
grand characteristic of his writings, we should not say 
Knowledge, but Wisdom. A mind that has seen, and 
suffered, and done, speaks to us of what it has tried 
and conquered. A gay delineation will give us notice 
of dark and tdlsome experiences, of business done in 
the great deep of the spirit ; a maxim, trivial to the 
careless eye, will rise with %ht and solution over long 
perplexed periods of our own history. It is thus that 
heart speaks to heart ; that the life of one man becomes 
a possession to all. Here is a mind of the most subtle 
and tumultuous elements : but it is governed in peace- 
ful diligence, and its impetuous and ethereal Acuities 
woik softly together for good and noble ends. Goethe 
may be called a Philosopher ; for he loves and has prac* 
tised as a man the wisdom which, as a poet, he incul- 
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cates. Composure and "cheerful seriousness seem to 
breathe over all his character. There is no whining 
over human woes : it is understood that we must sim- 
ply all strive to alleviate or remove them. There is no 
noby battling for opinions ; but a persevering effort to 
make Truth lovely, and recommend her, by a thousand 
avenues, to the hearts of all men. Of his personal 
manners, we can easily believe the universal report, 
as often given in the way of censure as of praise, that 
he is a man of consummate breedbig and the stateliest 
presence : for an air of polished tolerlmce, of courtly, 
we might say majestic repose, and serene humanity, is 
visible throughout his works. In no line of them does 
he speak with asperity of any man ; scarcely ever even 
of a thing. He knows l^e good, and loves it ; he knows 
the bad and hateful, and rejects It ; but in neither case 
with violence : his love is calm and active ; his rejection 
is implied rather than pronounced ; meek and gtotk, 
though we see that it is thorough, and never to be re- 
voked. Tlie noblest and the basest he ^t only seems 
to comprehend, but to personate and body forth in their 
most secret lineaments: hence actions and opinions 
appear to him a$ they are, with all the circumstances 
which extenuate or endear them to the hearts where 
they originated and are entertained. This also is the 
spirit of our Shakspeare, and perhaps of every great 
dramatic poet. Shakspeare b no sectarian : to all he 
deals with equity and mercy ; because he knows all, 
and hb heart b wide enough for idl. In his mind the 
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world k a wfade ; lie fignrw it at Phnrideiicd gtffetm 
il ; and to him it is not strange that the son shoidd be 
caused to shme on the e^ii and the good^ and the rain 
to fall on the just and the nnjint. 

Goethe has been called the German Voltaire ; but 
it IB a name which does him wrong, and describes him 
i)L Except in die corresponding yariety of their pm*- 
snite and knowledge, in whidi, perhaps, it does Vol- 
taire wrong, the two cannot be compared. Goethe is 
all> or the best of all, that Voltaire was ; and he is 
noMch that Voltaire did not <keem of. To say nodiiag 
of his <Mgn]fied and tmlhfal ciiaraeter as a man, he be- 
longs, as a blinker and a writer, to a ftur hi^ier class 
ibaMLl^4rtfamtgdt4dunionde^*il ffdia. He is not 
aqnestioner and a dei^nser, bnt a teacher and a nsTe* 
rencer ; not a destroyer, but a builder up ; not a wit 
ovily, but a wise man. Oi him Montesquieu could net 
have said widi er^n epigrammatic truth : li a phu 
que peraoHne Vispnlb que tout le monde cu Voltaira 
was the ^devereH of all past and present men ; but a 
great man is sometlung mcwe, and this he surely was 
not. 

. Ab poets, the two live not in the same henu^heve, 
not in the same world. Of Voltaire's poetry, it were 
blindness to deny die polished intetlectaid vigour, the 
logical symmetry, the flashes that fn»n time give it 
the colour, if not the warmth, of fire : but it is in a £ur 
other sense than this that Goethe is a poet; in a sense 
of which the French literature has never afibrded any 

10 
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example. We may venture to say of him, that his 
province is high and peciiliar; higher than any poet 
but himself, for several generations, has so far succeed- 
ed in, perhaps even has steadfestly attempted. In read- 
ing Goethe's poetiy, it perpetually strikes us that we 
are reading liie poetry of our own day and generation. 
No demands are made on our credulity ; the light, 
the science, the scepticism of the age, are not hid from 
us. He does not deal in antiquated mythologies, or 
ring changes on traditionary poetic forms ; there are 
no supernal, no infernal influences, for Fatist is an ap- 
parent rather than a real exception : but there is the 
barren prose of the nineteenth century, the vulgar life 
I; which we are all leading ; and it starts into strange 
^ beauty in his hands ; and we pause in delighted won- 
der to behold the flower of Poesy blooming in that 
parched and rugged soil. This is the end of his M^- 
mm and Harpers^ of his Tassos and Meisters, Poet- 
ry, as he views it, 'exists not in time or place, but in 
the spirit of man ; and Ait, with Nature, is now to 
perform for the poet, what Nature alone performed of 
old. The divinities and demons, the vdtches, spectres, 
and fairies, are vanished from the world, never again 
to be recalled : but the Imaginatiwi which created 
these still lives, and wOl for ever live in man's soul ; 
and can again pour its wizard Hght over the Universe, 
and summon forth enchantments as lovely or impres- 
sive, and which its sister faculties will not contradict. 
To eay that Goethe bae accomplished all this, would 
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lie ^ 8fty that fab grains is greater than was ever given 
to any man : for if it was a hi§^ and glorions mind, or 
lather series of minds, that peopled the first ages with 
their peculiar fonns of poetry, it must be a smes of 
minds msdi higher and mare gkmons that shall so 
people ^e present. The angels and demons that can 
lay prostrate onr hearts in the nmeteenth century, mnst 
be of anodierand more cunning &shion than those that 
sdbdned us in the ninth. To have attempted, to have 
begun this ent^rise, may be accounted the greatest 
praise. That Goethe ever meditated it, in the form 
here set forth, we have no direct evidence : but indeed 
such is the end and aim of hi^ poetry at all times and 
seasons ; for die fiction of the poet is not fiedsdiood, 
but the purest truth ; and if he would lead cs^tive our 
whole being, not rest satisfied with a part of it, he 
must address us on interests that are^ not that were, 
enrs ; and in a dialect which finds a response, and not 
a contradiction^ within our bosoms. 

How Goethe has fulfilled these conditions in ad* 
dresang us, an inspection of his works, but no de« 
scription, can inform us. Let me advise the reader to 
study than, and see. If he come to the task widi an 
opinion that poetry is an amusement, a pasave recrea- 
don ; that its highest object is to suf^ly a languid mind 
i^h fiintastic shows and indolent emotions, his mea- 
sure of enjoyment is likely to be scanty, and his cri- 
tidsms will be loud, angry, and manifold. But if he 
know and believe that poetry is the essence of all set- 
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eiice» and viqiiires tlM purest of allntadiM^ if hAn* 
collect that ^ new may not always be the fiilse ; that 
the excellence which can be se^ in a moment is not 
nsnally a rery deep one ; above all, if his own heart be 
Ml of feelings and experiences, iot which he finds no 
name and no solntiony but which lie in pain imprison- 
ed andnnntteied in his breast, till the Word be spoken, 
the spell that is to nnlnnd them, and bring them for^ 
to liberty and light ; then, if I mistake not, he will find 
that in this Goethe there is a new world set before his 
eyes ; a world of Earnestness and Sport, of solemn cliff 
and gay plain ; some each temple— far inferior, aa it 
may well be, in magnificence and beanty, but a temple 
of the same architectnre-^some such temple for the 
Spirit of onr age, as the Shakspeeres and Spensers 
hare raised for the l^irit of thein. 

This seems a bold assertion : bat it is not made witfa- 
ont delibawtion, and such conviction as it has stood 
within my means to obtain. If it invite discussioa, and 
forward the discovery of the tmth in this matter, its 
best pnrpose wiH be answered. Goethe's genios is a 
study for other minds <lian have yet seriously engaged 
with it among us. By and by, apparently ere long, he 
will be tried and judged righteously ; he hims^ and 
no cloud instead of him ; for he comes to us in such a 
questionable shape, that silence and neglect will not 
always serve our purpose. England, the chosen home 
of justice in all its senses, vihi&re the humblest merk 
has been acknowle(^;ed, and the h^hest fault not un- 
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diiiy pnidahed, will do no injustice to dns estraolrdi- 
nary man. And if, when her impartial sentence has 
been pronounced and sanctioned, it shall appear that 
Goethe's earliest admirers haye wandered too far into 
the langnag^ of panegyric, I hope it may be reckoned 
no impardonable sin. 1% is spirit-stirring father than 
fepirit-sharpening, to conuder that there is one of the 
Prophets here with us in onr own day; that a man 
who is to be numbered with the Sages and Stxri Votes, 
the Shakspeares, the Tassos, the C^rvanteses of the 
world, is looking on the things which we look on, has 
dealt with the very thoughts which we ha^e to deal 
with, is reigning in serene dominion over the perplexi- 
ties and contradictions in which we are still painfully 
entangled. 

That Goethe's mind is full of inconsistences and 
shortcomings, can be a secret to no one who has heard 
of the FaU of Adam. Nor would it be difficult, in this 
place, to muster a long catalogue of darknesses defa* 
cing our perception of this brightness : but it might be 
still less profitable than it is difficult ; for in Goethe*s 
writings, as in those of all true masters, an apparent 
bl^nish is apt, afto: mature study, to pass into a 
beauty. His works cannot be judged in fractions, for 
each of them is conceived and written as a whole ; the 
humble and common may be no less essential there than 
the high and splendid : it is only Chinese pictures that 
have no shade. There is a maxim, far bett^ known 
than practised, that to detect ftiults is a much lower 
occupation than to recognise merits. We may add 
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also, that though far easier in the execntioiiy it is not a 
whit more certain in the result. What is the detecting 
of a Umhf hut the feeling of an incongruity^ of a con- 
tradiction, which may exist in ourselves as well as in 
the object ? Who shall say in which ? None but he 
who sees this object as it is, and himself as he is. We 
hare all heard of the critic-fly ; but none of us doubts 
the compass of his own vision. It is thus that a high 
w<Nrk of arty still more that a high and original mind, 
may nt all -times calculate on much scNriest critidsm. 
In looking at an extraordinary man, it were good for 
an ordinary man to be sure of seeing him, before at- 
tempting to oversee him. Having ascertained that 
Goethe b an object deserving study, it will be time to 
censure his fierults when we have clearly estimated his 
merits ; and if we are wise ju^es, not till then. 

Whether this wcnrk of WUhdm Meistor's Waamder- 
jahr^ will exalt or depress our actual judgment of 



* Wanderjahre denotes the period which a German artisan is, 
by law or usage, obliged to pass in travelling, to perfect himself 
in his craft, after the conduaon of his Lehrjahre (Apprentice- 
ship), and before his Mastership can begin. In many gilds this 
custom is as old as their existence, and continues still to be in. 
dispensable : it is said to have ori^nated in the frequent journeys 
of the German Emperors to Italy, and the consequent improve- 
ment observed in such workmen among their menials as had 
attended them thither. Most of the gilds are what is caUed ge- 
jchenkteuy that is, presenting^ having presents to give to needy 
'wandering brothers. This word Wanderjahre I have been obli- 
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him, I pretend not to predict. Like all Goethe's works^ 
its immediate reception is douhtful, or rather, perhajps, 
it is not doahthd. That these Travels will surprise 
and disappoint the reader, is too- likely; and perhaps 
the reader of the Apprenticeship will be more surpri- 
sed than any other. The book is called a romance ; 
but it treats not of romance characters or subjects ; it 
has less relation to F1elding*s Tcm Jams than to Spen- 
ser's Faery Quern, The scene is not laid on this firm 
Earth, bat in a fair Utopia of Art and Science and free 
Activity : the figures, light and aeiiform, come nnlook- 
ed for, and melt away abruptly, like the pageants of 
Fh)6pero in his enchanted Island. Whether this the 
baseless fabric of their vision is beautiful and significant 
like his, or vague and false, our readers are now to de- 
tomine. To a reader of the original this question may 
appear already pretty well decided : in both languages, 
it is true, the work is still a fragment, hanging suspend- 
ed in middle air ; but the matchless graces of its work- 
manship, the calm fulness, the noble simplicity of its 
style, are, in many points, for the one language only. 
Nevertheless, I present this work to the English 
people without reluctance or misgivings, persuaded 
that though it may be caviare to the general, there are 



ged to translate by Travels, after in vain casting about for an 
expression that should more accurately represent it. Our me- 
chanics have a word much nearer the mark : but this was never 
printed ; and must not be printed, for the first time, here. 
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not wanting tastes among m» to discern its worth and 
wortlilessnessy eren under its present disadvantages, 
and to pronounce tmly cm both. Of his previoos re- 
ception in this country, neither Goethe nor his admi- 
rers hare reason to complain. By all men who ha^Q 
any pretension to depth or sensibility of mind, the ex- 
istence of a high and peculiar genius has be«i chear^ 
fdlly recognised in him ; a fiurt, which, considering the 
unwonted and in many points forbidding aspect of his 
chief wmks, does honour both to the author and his 
critics ; while dieir often numerous and grave o1^- 
tions have proved only that they had studied him with 
the cursory eye, which may suffice for cursory writens 
but for him is not sufficient, nor likely to be final. In 
no quarter has there appeared any tendency to wil- 
ful unfairness, any jealousy as towards a stianger, any 
disposition to treat him otherwise than according to 
his true desertsl Indeed, wherefore should there? We 
of England have of all nations, past and present, the 
least cause to be jealous with this mean jealousy. Our 
own literature is peopled with kingly names; our 
language is beautiful wilJu their English intellects and 
English characters ; their works live for ever in our 
hearts. If we cannot love and hold fest our own, and 
yet be just to others, who is there that can ? In soli- 
citing and antidpating a true estimate of Goethe, I 
have only to wish that the same sentime'nts may con- 
tinue with us. 

For the rest, if it seem that I advocate this cause 
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too wannly ; that Goetbe's genius, whether it be good 
or bad, b in truth a very sma]! concern to us, I may 
be allowed to remind my readei-s, that the existence or 
non-existence of a new Poet for the World in our own 
time> of a new Instructor, and Preacher of Truth to 
all men, is really a question of more importance to us 
tban many that are agitated with far greater noise. 
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WILHELM MEISTER'S TRAVELS; 
THE RENUNCIANTS, 

A NOVEL. 

BY 

GOETHE. 



To travel now th' Apprentice does essay. 

And every step is girt with doubt and danger : 

In truth he uses not to sing or pray ; 

But is his path perplexed, this toilsome ranger 

Does turn an earnest eye^, when mist's above him, 

To his own heart, and to the hearts that love him. 



VOLUME FIRST. 



VOL. IV. 
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Searce could tell you rightly 

Whether I'm Uie same or not ; 
If you task me very tightly : . 

Yes, this is my sense you've got ; 
Sense that vexes, then assuages. 

Now too light, and now too dark. 
But in some few hundred pages 

May again come to the mark. 
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Does Fortune try thee? she had cause to do't ; 
She wish*d thee temperate : ohey, be mute ! 



Whatj shapest thou at the world ! 'tis shapen long ago ; 

The Maker shaped it, thought it best even so : 

Thy lot is appointed, go follow its best ; 

Thy way is begun, thou must walk, and not rest ; 

For sorrow and care cannot alter thy case ; 

And running, not raging, will win thee the race. 



Enweri tells us, a most royal man. 
The deepest heart and highest head to scan : , 
At every place, at every time, thy surest chance 
Lies in Decision, Justice, Tolerance. 



My inheritance, how wide and fair ! 
Time is my estate ; to Time I'm heir. 



Now it is Day ; be doing every one ! 

For the Night cometh, wherein work can none. 
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And 80 here I lift old treasures^ 
Very st^ngely in this way ; 
If not gdld for our good pleasures^ 
They are metals stiU you'U say : 
You can melt them, you can decompose ; 
Will they fuse together, then who knows 
But our firiaids may wi& some joy 
Stamp to their own image this alloy. 
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WILHELM MEISTER'S 
TRAVELS. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. 

WiLHELM was sitting under the shadow of a huge 
crag, on a shaggy impressive spot, where the steep 
mountain-path turned ahruptly round a comer down 
into the chasm. The sun was still high, and hrighten- 
ing the tops of the pine-trees in the clefts at his feet. 
He was looking at something in his note*hook, when 
Felix, who had h^en clamhering ahout, came to him 
with a stone in his hand : ^* What is the name of this 
stone, father?" said the hoy. 

" I know not," answered Wilhelm. 

'^ Can this he gold that glitters in it so ?" said Felix. 

** No, no,** replied Wilhelm ; ** and now I remem- 
ber, people call it mica, or cat-gold.** 
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'< Cat-gold I** said the boy smiling : << And why ?" 

<< I suppose, because it is fidse, and cats are reckon- 
ed false too." 

^ Well, I will note that," said the son, and put in 
the stone beside the rest, with which he had already 
filled his pockets. 

Scarcely was this over when, adown the steep path, a 
strange enough appearance came in sight. Two boys, 
l>eautifial as day ; in coloured jackets, which you might 
hare taken for outer shirts, came bounding down one 
after the other ; and Wilhelm had opportunity of view- 
ing them more closely, as they faltered, on observing 
him, and stopped for a moment. Round the elder boy's 
head waved rich fair locks, which you looked at first, on 
observing him ; and then his dear blue eyes attracted 
your attention, which spread itself with delight over 
his beautiful shape. The younger, more like a friend 
than a brother, was decked with brown sleek hair ; 
which hung down over his shoulders, and the reflection 
of which appeared to be imaged in his eyes. 

These strange, and in this wilderness quite unex- 
pected beings, Wilhelm had not tune to view more nar- 
rowly, for he heard a man's voice calling down round 
the comer of the crag, in a serious, but friendly tone : 
" Why do you stand still ? Don't stop the way I" 

Wilhelm looked upwards ; and if the children had 
surprised him, "what he now saw fiUed him with asto- 
ni^ment. A stout, firmset, not too tall young man, 
tucked up for walking, of brown complexion and black 
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hair, was stepping fimily and carefnlly down the rock- 
way ; and leading an ass behind him, which first present- 
ed its glossy well-trimmed head, and then the fidr bar- 
den it bore. A soft lovely woman was seated on a 
large and well-pannelled saddle : in her arms, within a 
bine mantle T^ch hung orer her, lay an infant, which 
she was pressing to her breast, and looking at with 
indescribable tenderness. The man did as the children 
had done ; fidtered f<H: a moment at sight of Wilhehn. 
The beast slackened its step, but the descent was too 
precipitous ; the trarellers could not halt ; and Wil- 
helm with astonishment saw them yanish behind the 
contiguous wall oi rocks. 

Nothing was more natural than that this singular pro- 
cession should cut shmt his meditations. He rose in no 
small curiosity, and looked from his pontion towards 
the chasm, to see whether they would not tigsm make 
tlieir appearance somewhere below. He was just about 
descending to sahite these strange trayellers, wbea Fe- 
lix came climbing up, and said : << Father, may I not go 
home with these boys to their house ? They want to 
take me with them. Thou must go, too, the man said 
to me. Come I They are waiting down there." 

" I will speak with them," answered Wilhehn. 

He found them at a place where the path was more 
level ; and he could not but gaze in wonder at the sin- 
gular figures which had so strongly attracted his atten- 
tion. Not till now had it been in his power to note the 
peculiarities of the group. The young stout man, be 
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fonndy had a joiner^s axe on his shoulder, and a long 
^ thin iron square. The children bore in their hands 
large sedge-tnfis, like palms ; and if in this point they 
resembled angels, they likewise carried little baskets 
with shop wares in them, thereby resembling the little 
daily posts, as they pass to and fro over the Momitains. 
The mother also, he observed on looking more leisure- 
ly, wore under her blue mantle a reddish mild*coloured 
lower garment ; so that The Flight itOo j^^j^p^ -which 
our friend had so. often seen painted, he now with 
amazement saw bodied forth before his eyes. 

The strangers exchanged salutations ; and as Wil- 
helm, from surprise and attention, could not speak, 
|Jie young man said : << Our children have formed a 
friendship in these few moments. Will you go with, 
us, to see whether some kind relation will not spring 
up between the elder parties also ?*' 

Wilhelm bethought himself an instant, and then an- 
swered : ** The aspect of your little frmiily procession 
awakens trust and good-will ; and, to confess it frank- 
ly, curiosity no less, and a lively desire to be better ac- 
quainted with you. For at the first glance, one might 
ask himself the question : Whether you are real tou- 
veUers^ or only Spirits that take pleasure in enlivening 
these iminhabitable Mountains by pleasant visions ?" 

<< Then come home with us to our dwelling," smd 
the other. « Come with us I" cried the children, al- 
ready drawing Feliz along with them. '< Come with 
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118 1" said the woman, turning her soft kindliness from 
the snckling to the stranger. 

Without reflecting, Wilhelm answered : << I am sorry 
that for the present moment I cannot follow yon. This 
night, at least, I must spend up at the BOTder-house. 
My portmanteau, my papers, all is lying up there, un- 
packed, intrusted to no one. But that I may prove 
my wish and purpose to satisfy your friendly invitation, 
take my Felix with you as a pledge. To-morrow I 
shall see you. How far is it ?** 

" We shall he home before sunset," said the carpen- 
ter ; '< and from the Border-house you are but a league 
and a half. Your boy increases otu: household for this 
night, and to-morrow we expect you." ' 

The man and the animal set forth. Wilhelm smiled 
thoughtfully to see his FeHx so soon received among 
the Angels. Tbe boy had already seized a sedge-tuft, 
and taken the basket from the younger of his coinpa- 
nions. The procession was again on the point of va- 
nishing behind a ledge of rock, when Wilhelm recol- 
lected himself, and cried : << But how shall I inquire 
you out ?" 

- << Ask for St Joseph I" sounded from the hollow ; 
and the whole vision had sunk behind the blue shady 
wall of cli£&. A pious hymn, uplifted on a chorus oi 
several voices', rose echoing from the distance ; and 
Wilhelm thought he could distinguish the voice of hb 
Felix among the rest. 

He ascended the path, and thus protracted the period 
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of sunset. The heayenly star, wluch he had more than 
once lost sight of, illuminated him afresh as he mount- 
ed higher, and it was still day when he reached his 
inn. Once more he delighted himself with the yast 
mountain prospect; then withdrew to his chamber, 
where immediately he seized his pen, and passed a 
part of the night in writing. 



WUhelm to Natalia. 



Now at last I hare reached the Summit, the sum- 
mit of the Mountains, which will place a stronger se- 
paration betwixt us than all the tract I had passed 
oyer before. To my feeling, one is still in the neigh- 
bourhood of those he loves, so long as the streams run 
down from him towards them. To-day I can still fancy 
to myself that the twig, which I cast into the fcn-est- 
brook, may perhaps float down to her, may in a few 
days land at her garden ; and thus our spirit sends its 
images more easily, our heart its sympathies, by the 
same downward course. But over on the other side, 
I fear, there rises a wall of division against the imagi- 
nation and the feelings. Yet this perhaps is but a vain 
anxiety ; for over on the other side, after all, it will not 
be otherwise than it is here. What .coidd part me from 
thee I From thee, whose own I am for ever, though a 
strange destiny simders me from thee, and unexpected- 
ly shuts the heaven to which I stood so near. I had 
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time to compose myseff; and yet no time could have 
sufficed to ^ye me that composure, had I not gained 
it from thy month, from thy lips, in that decisive mo- 
ment. How could I have torn myself away, if the en- 
during thread had not been q>un, which is to unite us 
for Time and Eternity ? Yet I must not speak of all 
this. Thy tender commands I will not break : on this 
moantain top, be it the last time that I name the word 
Separation, bdbre thee I My life is to become a restless 
wandering. Strange duties of the wanderer have I to 
fulfil, and peculiar trials fo undergo. How I often 
smile wil^iin myself^ when I read the terms which thou 
prescribedst to me, whichi prescribed to myself. Many 
of them have been k^t, many broken ; but even while 
breaking them, this sheet is of use to me, this testimo- 
nial of my last confession, of my last absolution : it 
speaks to me as an authoritative conscience, and I again 
turn to the right path. I watch myself ; and my faults no 
longer rush like mountain-torrents, one over the other. 

Yet I will confess to thee, I many times wonder at 
those Teachers and Guides of men, who impose on 
their scholars nothing-but external mechanical duties. 
They make the task, for themselves and the world, a 
light one. For this very part of my obligations, which 
at first seemed the heaviest, the strangest, I now ob- 
senre with greaj^est ease, with greatest satisfaction. 

I am not to stay beyond three days under one roof. 
I am to quit no inn without removing at least one 
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leagae from it. These regulations are in truth calcula- 
ted to make my life a life of Travel, and to prevent the 
smallest thought of settlement from taking hold of me. 
Hitherto I have fulfilled this condition to the letter ; 
not even using all the liberty it grants me. This is the 
first time that I have paused ; here, for the first time, 
I sleep three nights in the sam<9 bed. From this spot, 
I send thee much that I have heard, observed, laid up 
for thee ; and early in the morning, I descend on the 
other side ; in the first place, to a strange family, I 
might almost say, a Holy Family, of which, in my 
Journal, thou wilt find farther notice. For the present, 
farewell ; and lay down this sheet with the feeling that 
it has but one thing to say, but one thing which it 
would say and repeat for ever ; yet will not say it, will 
not repeat it now, till I have once more the happiness 
of lying at thy feet, and weeping over thy hands for 
all that I renoimce. 

Morning, 
My packing is done. The porter is girding the port- 
manteau on his dorsel. As yet the sim is not up ; va- 
pours are steaming out of all the hollows, but the up- 
per sky is clear. We step down into the gloomy deeps, 
which also will soon brighten over our heads. Let me 
send my last sigh home to thee I Let my last look to- 
wards thee be yet blinded with involuntary tears I I 
am decided and determined. Thou shalt hear no more 
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complaints from me : thou shalt hear only what hap- 
pens to the wanderer. And yet now, when I am on 
the point of ending, a thousand thoughts, wishes, hopes, 
and puarposes, come crowding through my soul. Hap- 
pily the people force me away. The porter calls me ; 
and mine host has already in my presence begun sorting 
the apartment, as if I were gone : Thus feelingless, im- 
prudent heirs do not hide, from the departing testator, 
their preparations for assuming management. 



.1 I:' 



> 



^M •! • 



•*f\ i4»r 



Digitized l^y 



Googk 



46 WILHELM MEISTER'S TRAVELS. 



CHAPTER 11. 



ST JOSEPH THE SECOND. 



Already had the wanderer, following his porter on 
foot^ left the steep rocks behind and above him ; akeady 
were they traversing a softer mid range of hills ; and 
hastening through many a well-pnmed wood, over 
many a friendly meadow, forward and forward ; till at 
last they fomid themselves on a declivity, and looked 
down into a beautifiilly cultivated valley, begirt on all 
sides with hills. A large monastic edifice^ half in ruins 
half in. repair, immediately attracted their attention. 
« This is St Joseph," said the porter : " Pity for the 
fine Chmrch I Do but look how fresh and firm it still 
holds up its pillars through bush anj tree, tliongh it 
has lain many hundred years in decay." 

« The Cloister, on the contrary," said WOhelm, If I 
observe^ is kept in good state." 

'* Yes," said the other ; " there is a Schaffner lives 
here ; he manages the husbandry, collects the dues and 
tithes, which the people far and wide have to pay him." 

So speaking, they had entered through the open gate 
intaa spacious court, surrounded with earnest-looking, 
well-kept buildings, and announcing itself as the resi- 
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dence of some peaceful commimity. Among the chil- 
dren playing in the area, Wilhelm noticed Felix ; the 
other two were the Aiq^ls of last night. The friendly 
trefoil came nmning towards him, with salutations, and 
assurances that papa would soon be back. He, in the 
meanwhile, they said, must go into the hall, and rest 
himself. 

How surprised was Wilhelm when the children led 
him into this apartment which they named the hall. 
Passing directly from the court, through a large do<n', 
our wanderer found himself in a very cleanly, unde- 
cayed Chapel, which, however, as he saw well enough, 
had been fitted up for the domestic uses of daily life. 
On the one side stood a table, a settle, some chairs and 
benches ; on the other side a neatly-carved dresser, with 
variegated pottery, jugs, and glasses. Some chests and 
trunks were standing in suitable niches ; and, simple as 
the whole appeared, there ^^as not wanting an air of com- 
fort ; and daily household life looked forth from it with 
an aspect of invitation. The light fdU in from high win- 
dows on the side. But what most roused the attention 
of the wanderer, was a series of coloured figures paint- 
ed on the wall, stretching under the windows, at a con- 
siderable height, round three quarters of the Chapel ; 
and hanging down to the wainscot, which covered the 
remainder of the wall to the ground. The pictures re- 
presented the history of St Joseph. Here you mi^t 
see him first employed with his carpentry work ; here 
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he meets Mary, and a lily is (grouting from the gnrand 
between them, while Angels hover romid observing 
them. Here his betrothing takes place ; next comes 
the salatation of the Angel. Here he is sitting discon- 
solate among his neglected work ; he has laid by the 
axe, and is thinking to put away his wife. But now 
appears the Ai^l to him in a dream, and his situation 
changes. With rev^ence he looks on the new-bom 
Child in the Stable at Bethlehem, and prays to it. 
Soon after this comes a wonderfully beautiftil picture. 
You obs^ve a quantity, of timber lying dressed ; it is 
just to be put together, and by chance two of the pieces 
form a cross. The Child has fallen asleep on the cross ; 
his mother sits by, and looks at him with heartfelt 
love ; and the foster-father pauses wilii his labour, that 
he may not awaken him. Next follows the Flight mto 
Egypt : it called forth a smile from the gazmg travel- 
ler ; for he saw here on the walls a rq>etition of the 
living figures he had met last night. 

He had not long pursued his contemplations, when 
the landlord entered ; whom he directly recognised as 
the leader of the Holy Caravan. They saluted each 
other cordially ; much conversation followed ; yet WH- 
helm's chief attention continued fixed on the pictures. 
The host observed the feeling of his guest, and began 
with a smile : ^' No doubt, you are wondering at the 
strange accordance of this building with its inhabitants, 
whom you got acquainted with last night. Yet it is 
3 
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perhaps still more singular than you suppose : the build- 
ing has in truth formed the inhabitants. For when the 
inanimate has life, it can also produce what has life.*' 

" Yes, indeed I" answ^ed Wilhelm : " I should be 
surprised if the spirit, which worked so powerfully in 
iJiis moimtain-solitude long centuries ago, and drew 
round it such a mighty body of edifices, possessions, 
and rights, difiiising in return the blessings of manifold 
culture o¥er the region, could not still, out of these 
,niinB, manifest the force of its life on sonie Hying be- 
ing. But let us not linger on' general reflections : make 
me acquainted with your history ; let me. know how it 
can possibly have happened, that without affectation 
and presumption, the past again represents itself in 
you, and what was, again is." 

Just as Wilhelm was expecting responsive informa- 
tion from the lips of his host, a friendly voice in the 
court cried : <^ Joseph !" The man obeyed it, and went 
out. 

^ So he too is Joseph !" said Wilhelm to himself. ' 
*< This is strange enough ; and yet not so strange as 
that, in his life, he should personate his Saint." At the 
same time looking^ through the door, he saw the Virgin 
Mother of last night, speaking with her husband. They 
parted at last ; the woman walked towards the opposite 
building. " Mary," cried he after her, " a' word more." 

" So fifce too is Maryl" said Wilhelm inwaitlly. 
" Little would make me feel as if I were transported 
eighteen hundred years into the past I" He thought of 

VOL. IV. D 
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the solemn and secluded valley in which he was, of the 
wrecks and silence all round ; and a strange antiqua- 
rian mood came over him. It was time for the landlord 
and children to come in. The latter called for Wil- 
helm to go and walk, as the landlord had still some 
business to do. And now came in view the ruins of 
the Church, with its many shafts and columns, with its 
high peaks and walls; which looked as if gathering 
strength in the influence of wind and weather ; for 
strong trees from of old had taken root in the broad 
backs of the walls, and now in company with grass/ 
flowers and moss in great quantities, exhibited bold 
hanging gardens vegetating in the air." Soft sward- 
paths led you up the banks of a lively brook ; and from 
a little elevation our wanderer could now overlook the 
edifice and its site with more interest, as its occupants 
had become still more singular in his eyes, and by their 
harmony with their abode, had awakened his liveliest 
curiosity. 

The promenaders returned ; and foimd in the reli- 
gious hall a table standing covered. At the upper end 
was an arm-chair, in which the mistress of the house 
took her seat. Beside her she had placed a high wicker 
cradle, in which lay the little infant ; the father sat next 
this on her left hand ; Wilhelm on her right. The three 
children occupied the under space of the table. An old 
serving-maid brought in a well-readied meal. Eating 
and drinking implements alike pointed to the past. 
The children aflbrded matter for talk, while Wilhelm 
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could not satisfy himself with looking at the form and 
the bearing of his saintly hostess. 

Their repast over, the company separated. The 
landlord took his guest to a shady spot in the Ruin, 
where, from an elevated station, the pleasant prospect 
down the valley lay entire before them ; and farther off, 
the heights of the lower country, with their fruitful 
declivities and woody backs, were seen protruding one 
behind the other. << It is fair," said the landlord, '< that 
I satisfy your curiosity ; and the rather, as I feel that 
yon can view the strange with seriousness, when you 
find it resting on a serious ground. This religious foun- 
dation, the remains of. which are lying round us, was 
dedicated to the Holy Family, and in old times noted 
as a place of pilgrimage for many wonders done in it. 
The Church was consecrated to the Mother and the 
Son. It has lain for several centuries in ruins. The 
Chapel, dedicated to the Holy Foster-father, stiH re- 
mains, as does likewise the serviceable part of the Clois- 
ter. The revenues have for many years belonged to a 
temporal Prince, who keeps a Steward or Schaffiier 
here ; this Schafiher am I, son of the last Schaffner, 
vrho also succeeded his father in the office. 

** St Joseph, though any regular worship of him has 
long ceased here, had been so helpful to our family, 
that it is not to be wondered at, if they felt particularly 
^^ell iAcUned towards him : hence came it that they had 
me baptised by the name of Joseph, and thereby, I may 
ma,yy in some sense determined my whole futwe way of 
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life. I grew up ; and if I used to help my father in ma- 
naging the dues, I attached myself as gladly, nay, still 
more gladly, to my mother, who cheaiully distributed 
her bounty according to hw fortune, and for her kind- 
ness and good deeds was known and loved over all the 
Mountains. Ere long she would send me out, now this 
way, now that ; now to fetch, now to carry, now to 
direct ; and I very speedily began to be at home in this 
sort of pious occupation. 

<^ In general, our Motmtain life has something more 
humane in it than the life of lowlanders. The inhabit- 
ants here are nearer, and if you will, more remote 
also. Otlr wants are smaller, but mare pressing. Each 
man is placed more on his own footing ; he must learn 
to depend on his own hands, on his own limbs* The 
labourer, the post, the porter, all unite in one person : 
each of us is more connected with the other, meets him 
oftena*, and lives with him in joint activity. 

« As I was still yxmng, and my shoulders could not 
bear heavy burdens, I fell upon a thought of furnishing 
a little ass with panniers, which I might drive be£(N:e 
me up and down the steep foot-paths. In the Moun- 
tains the ass is no such despicable animal as in the pltui 
country, where the labourer that ploughs with horses 
reckons himself better than he that turns his furrow 
with oxen. And I walked behind my beast with the 
less hesitation, as I had before observed in the Chiqpel 
that an animal of this same sort had been promoted to 
such honour as to carry God and his Mother. This 
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Chapel was not then, IiDweyer, in the state yon now see 
it in. It had been treated as a carthonse, nay, almost 
as a stable. Firewood, stakes, implements, barrels, and 
ladders, eyerything that came to hand, lay hnddled to<^ 
gether in it. Lncky that the pictures were so high, 
and the wainscot coold stand some hardships. But 
eyen in my childhood, I used many a time to clamber 
oy^ the wood, and delight myself with looking at the 
pictures, which no one could properly explain to me. 
However, I knew at least that the Saint whose life 
stood dejHCted on these walls was my patron ; and I re- 
joiced in him as much as if he had been my uncle. I 
waxed in stature ; and it being an express condition, 
diat whoever meant to aspire after this post of Schaff- 
n«* must practise some handicraft, our family, desiring 
that I mig^t inherit so good a benefice, determined on 
putting me to learn some trade ; and such a one, at the 
same time, as might be useful here in our upland way 

** My father was a cooper, and had been accustomed 
to supply of himself whatever was required in that ' 
sort ; from which there arose no little profit, both to 
himself and the country. But I could not prevail on 
mysdf to follow him in this business. My inclination 
drew me irresistibly to the joiner trade ; the tools and 
materials of which I had seen, from infancy upwards, 
so accurately and drcumstantially painted beside my 
Piktron Saint. I signified my wish : nothing could be 
objected to it ; the less, as in our frequent buildiilgs. 
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the carpenter is often wanted here ; nay, if he have 
any sleight in his trade and fondness for it, especiially 
in forest districts, the arts of the cabinet-maker, and 
even of the carver, lie close beside his province. And 
what still farther confirmed me in my higher purpoees 
was a pictm'e, which now, alas ! is almost efiace^. If 
once you know what it is meant to represent, you may 
still be able to decipher the figures, when I take you to 
look at it. St Joseph had got no lower a conunission 
than to make a throne for King Herod. The royal seat 
was to be erected between two given pillars. Joseph 
carefully measures the breadth and height, and fashions 
a costly throne. But how astonished is he, how alarmed, 
on carrying his finished work to the place : the throne 
is too high, and not broad enough. King Herod, as we 
know, was a man that did not understand jesting : the 
pious Wright is in the greatest perplexity. The divine 
Child, accustomed to follow him everywhere, and in 
childlike humble sport to carry his tools after him, ob- 
serves his strait, and is immediately at hand with ad- 
vice and assistance. He requires of his Foster-father to 
take ho|d of the throne by the one side, he himsdf 
grasps it by the other, and both begin to pull. Easily 
and pliantly, as if it had been made of leather, the car- 
ved throne extends in breadth, contracts proportionably 
in length, and fits itself to the place with the nicest 
accuracy, to the great comfort of the reassured Master, 
and the perfect satisfaction of the King. 

" This throne was, in my youth, quite distinctly 
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visible ; and by the remains of the ODe side you will 
still be able to discern, that there was no want of car- 
ving on it ; which indeed must have been easier for the 
painter, than it would have been for the carpenter, had 
snch a thing been required of him. 

" That circumstance, however, raised no scruples in 
me ; but I looked on the handicraft, to which I had 
devoted myself, in so honourable a light, that I was all 
impatience to be apprenticed to it ; a longing which 
was the easier to fulfil, as a master of the trade lived 
in our neighbourhood, who worked for the whole dis- 
trict, and kept several apprentices and journeymen 
about him. Thus I continued in the neighbourhood of 
my parents, and to a certain extent pursued my former 
way of life also ; seeing I employed my leisure hours 
and holidays in doing those charitable messages which 
my mother stOI intrusted to me. 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE VISIT. 



" So passed several years," continoed the narrator. 
" I very soon comprehended the principles <rf my 
trade ; and my frame, expanded by labour, was eqm\ 
to the imdertaking of everything connected with the 
business. At the same time, I kept managing my an- 
cient service, which my good mother, or rather the 
sick and destitute, required at my hands. I moved 
with my beast through the Mountains ; punctually 
distributed my lading, and brought back from shop- 
keepers and merchants what we needed here at home. 
" My master was contented with me, my parents 
also. Already I enjoyed the satisfaction in my wan- 
derings of seeing many a house, which I had helped to 
raise, or had myself decorated. For, in particular, that 
last notching of the beam-ends, that carving of certain 
simple forms, that branding in of pretty figures, that 
red-painting of certain recesses, by which a wooden 
house in the Mountains acquires so pleasant an aspect ; 
these arts were specially intinisted to me, as I always 
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made the best hand of such tasks, haying Herod's 
Thnme and its ornaments constantly in my head. 

<< Among the help-needing persons, idioro my mo- 
ther took peculiar charge of, were particnlarly young 
wives near the time of their confinement ; as by de- 
grees I could well enough remark, though, in such 
cases, the commissions given me were veiled in a cer- 
tain myslery. My messages, on these occasions, never ^ 
reached directly to the party concerned : but every- 
thing passed through the hands of a good old woman, 
who lived down the dale, and was <»lled Frau Eliza- 
beth. My mother, herself skilful in the art which 
saves life to so many at their very entrance into life, 
constantly maintained a good understanding with Frau 
Etizabeth ; and I often heard, in all quarters, that many 
a one of our stout mountaineers stood indebted for his 
existence to these two women. The secrecy with 
which Elizabeth received me at all times ; her pointed 
replies to my enigmatical questicms, which I myself 
did not understand, awoke in me a singular rev^ence 
for her ; and her house, which was extremely clean, 
i^peared to me to represent a sort of sanctuary. 

<< Meanwhile, by my acquirements, and adroitness 
in my craft, I had gained considerable influence in the 
fiunily. As my father, in the character of cooper, had 
taken charge of the cellar and its cmitents, J now 
took charge of roof and room, and repaired many a 
damaged part in the old building. In particular, I 
contrived to make some fallen bams and out- houses 
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once more semceable for domf&stic use ; and scarcely 
was tbis done, when I set about cleaning and clearing 
out my beloved Chapel. In a few days, it was put in 
(Nrder, almost as you see it at present ; and such pieces 
of the wainscot as were damaged, or altogether want- 
ing, I had endeavoured, as I went along, to restore in 
the same fashion as the rest. These door-leaves of the 
entrance, too, you might think were old enough ; yet 
they are of my workmanship. I passed several years 
in carving them at leisure hours, having first mortised 
the body of them firmly together out of strong oaken 
planks. Whatever of the pictures had not been effaced 
or injured at that time, has since continued unimpair- 
ed ; and I assisted our glazier in a new bouse he was 
erecting, under the condition of his putting in colour- 
ed windows here. 

" If these figures and thoughts on the Saint's life 
had hitherto occupied my imagination, the whole im- 
pressed itself on me with much more liveliness, now 
that I could again regard the place as a sanctuary; 
could linger in it, and muse at leisure on what I saw 
or conjectured. There lay in me an irresistible desire 
to follow in the footsteps of this Saint ; and as a simi- 
lar history was not to be looked for in these times, I 
determined on commencing my resemblance from the 
lowest point upwards ; as indeed, by the use of my 
beast of burden, I liad already commenced it long ago. 
The small creature, which I had hitherto employed, 
would no longer content me : I chose for myself a iar 
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more stately carrier, and got a large stout saddle, which 
was equally adi^ted for riding and packing. A pair 
of new baskets were also procured ; and a net of many- 
coloured knots, flakes, and tufts, intermixed with jin- 
gling tags of metal, decorated the neck of my long- 
eared beast, which might now show itself beside its 
model on the wall. No one thought of mocking me, 
when I passed over the Mountains in this equipment : 
people do not quarrel wilii Benevolence for putting on 
a strange outside. 

<< Meanwhile, war, or rather its consequences, had 
i^proached our district ; for dangerous bands of va- 
gabond deserters had more than once collected, and 
here and there practised much violence and wanton 
mischief. By liie good order of our Provincial Militia, 
by patrolling and prompt watchfulness, the evil was 
very soon remedied : but we too quickly relapsed into 
our former carelessness, aad, before we thought of it, 
new disorders broke forth. 

" For a long time all had been quiet in omr nei^- 
bourhood, and I had travelled peacefally with my ass 
along the accustomed paths ; tDl one day passing over 
a newly sown glade of the forest, I observed a female 
form sitting, or rather lying, at the edge of the fence- 
ditch. She seemed to be asleep or in a swoon. I en- 
deavoured to recall her ; and as she opened her eyes 
and sat upright, she cried with eagerness : < Where is 
he ? Did you see him ?* I asked : * Whom ?' She 
replied ; < My husband I' Considering her extremely 
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youthful appearanee, I had not been expecting this, 
reply : yet I continued, so much the more kindly, to 
assist her, and assure her of my sympathy. I learned 
that the two travellers had left their carriage, the road 
being so heavy, and struck into a foot-path to make a 
Sorter cut. Hard by, they had been overtaken by 
airmed marauders ; her husband had gone off fighting 
with them ; she, not able to follow him fisr, had sunk 
on this spot, and lain thwe she knew not how long. 
She pressingly begged of me to leave her, and hasten 
after her husband. She rose to her feet ; and the fair- 
est, loveliest form stood before me ; yet I could emUy 
observe, that she was in a situation, in whidi she nd^t 
soon require the help of my mother and Frau EUza- 
beth. We disputed a while : for I wished, before all, 
to bring her to some place of safety ; she wii^ied, in 
the first place, to have tidings of her husband. She 
would not leave the trace «f him ; and all my argu- 
ments would, perhaps, have been unavaiMng, had not a 
party of our Militia, which the ti^ngs of fresh mis- 
deeds had again caUed out into service, chanced to pass 
that way through the forest. These I informed of the 
matter ; with them the necessar})^ arrangements were 
made, the place of meeting appointed, and so the bu- 
siness settled for the time. With great expedition I 
hid my panniers in a neighbouring cave, which had 
often served me before as a repository : I adjusted my 
saddle for easy riding ; and not without a strange emo- 
tion, lifted the fwr burden on my willing beast, which 
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knowing of itself what path to choose, left me at li- 
berty to walk by her side. 

" You can figure to yourself, without my describing 
it at large, in what a strange mood I was. Wliat I had 
long been seeking, I had now found. I felt as if I were 
dreaining, and then again as if I were awakening from 
a dream. That heayenly form, which I saw* as it were 
horering in the fdr, and bending aside from ihe green 
brandies, now seemed to me like a dream whidi had 
risen in my soul through lliose figures in the Chapel. 
Soon ihose figures themselves seemed to me to have been 
only dreams, which were ha% issuing in a lair reality. 
I asked her many tlnngs ; she answered me softly and 
kindly, as beseemed a dignified distress. She oft^i de- 
sired me, when we reached any opea he^t, to stop, 
to look round, to listen. -She denred me with such 
grace, with such a deep wistful look from under her 
long black eye-lashes, that I could not but do whatever 
lay in my power ; nay, at last I cHmbed to the top of 
a high solitary branddesa pine. Never had this (eat t»f 
my handicraft been more welcome to me ; never had I 
with greater joy brought down ribbons and silks from 
such elevations at festivals and faire. But for this time, 
alas ! I came back without booty ; above, as bdow, I 
could hear or see nothing. In the end, she ^rself call- 
ed me down, and beckoned to me earnestly with her 
hand ; nay, at last, as in gliding down, I quitted my 
hold a considerable way up, and dw^t on the ground. 
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she gave a scream, and a sweet kindliness spread over 
her face as she saw me hefore her unhurt. 

" Why should I tell you in detail of the hundred at- 
tentions, with which I strove the whole way to be plea- 
sing, to divert her thoughts from her grief. Indeed, 
how could I ! For it is the very quality of true atten- 
tion, that at the moment it makes a nothing all. To 
my feeling, the flowers which I broke for her, the dis- 
tant scenes which I showed her, iJie hills, the woods 
which I named to her, were so many precious trea- 
sures, which I was giving her to obtain for myself a 
place among her interests, as one tries to do by presents. 

<< Already she had gained me for my whole life, 
when we reached our destination, at that good old 
woman's door, and I saw a painful separation close at 
hand. Once more I ran oyer all her form, and as my 
eyes came on her feet, I stooped as if to adjust some- 
thing in my girdle, and kiss^ the daintiest shoe that 
I had ever seen, yet without her noticing me. I help- 
ed her down, sprang up the steps, and called in at the 
door : < Frau Elizabetli, here is a visitor I' The good 
old woman came down : and I looked over her shoulders 
towards the bouse, as the jfair being moimted the steps, 
with graceful sorrow, and inward painful self-conscious- 
ness ; till she gratefully embraced my worthy old wo« 
man, and accompanied her into the better chamber. 
They shut the door, and I was left standing outside by 
my ass^ like a man that has delivered a loading of pre«- 
cious wai'es, and is again as poor a carrier as before. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE LILY-STALK. 



^' 1 WAS Still lingering in my departure, for I knew not 
what to do if I were gone, when Fran Elizabeth came 
to the door, and desired me to send my mother down 
to her ; and then to go about, and, if possible, get ti- 
dings of the husband. < Mary begs you very much to 
do this,' said she. * Can I not speak with her again, 
myself?' replied I. * That will not do,' said Elizabeth ; 
and we parted. In a short time I reached our dwell- 
ing ; my mother was ready that same night to go over, 
and be helpful to the young stranger. I hastened down 
the country, thinking I should get the surest intelli- 
gence at the Amtmann*s. But- the Amtmann himself 
was still in uncertainty ; and as I was known to him, 
he invited me to pass the night there. It seemed in- 
terminably long, and still I had the fair form before my 
eyes, as she sat gently swaying in the saddle, and look-* 
ing down to me so sorrowful and friendly. Every mo*^ 
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ment I hoped for news. To the worthy husband I ho- 
nestly willed life and safety, and yet I liked so well to 
fancy her a widow I The ranging Ixoops by little and 
little collected ; and after many variable rumours, the 
certainty at last came to light that the carriage was sa- 
ved, but the hapless traveller dead of his wounds in a 
neighbouring village. I learned also, that according to 
our first arrangement, some of the party had gone to 
communicate the melandioly tidings to Frau Eliza- 
belJi ; conisequently I had nothing more to do there. 
Yet a boundless impatience, an immeasurable longing, 
drove me over wood and mountain once more to her 
du^eshoM. It was dork ; iiie door was shut ; I saw light 
in the room, I saw shadows moving on the curtains ; 
and thus I sat watc^ag an a bench oppo^te the house ; 
still on the pdmt of knoddng, and stall witUeld by 
many considoratioiis. 

<< But why should I go en describing to you what is 
in itself of no interest ? In short, next moraing too the 
house was shut against me. Thay knew the heavy ti- 
dings, they needed me no forther ; iJiey sent me to my 
father, to my work ; they would not answcar my inqui- 
ries ; they wanted to\m rid of me. 

<< For eight days this sort of treatm^t had continued, 
wh^ at last Frau Elizabeth called me in : VStep sofi- 
ly, my friend,' said she ; < but enter without scruple.' 
1^ led me into a trim apartment ; where, in tlie cor- 
ner, through the half-opened curtains, I saw my Mr 
on^ dressed, and sitting upright in the bed. Frau Eli- 

8 
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^sbelh went lawsr^ ber as if to ateon&ce me ; lifted 
somethiiig from the bed and brought it me : wrapt in 
the whitest swathings, the prettiest boy I Fran Elisa- 
bedi held it straight betwixt the moth^ and me ; and 
just dien tjie Lily-stalk occurred to nie> which in the 
piotore ai»iag9 from the ground between Jos^>h and 
Mary, as witoees of their pore relation* From that 
BMHneiit, I was certain <^my canae, certain ef my hap-' 
jnneseu I conid f^roach hear with ireed<Hn) speak with 
her, bear h&e heaveidy eye, tidce the boy on my arm, 
and imprint a warm kiss on his Im'ow. 

** < How I thank yon for yonr lore to that orj^ian 
child r said the mother. Unthinkingly, and Mskly, I 
cried : < It is no <»!{^ian any longw, if y^ like I* 

^ Fran Elizabeth, mcnre fNndrat than I, took the 
child horn my hands, and got me pnt away* 

*^ To this hour, when I chance to be wandering over 
our moimtains and forests, the remembrance, (^that time 
forms my hapjnest entertainment. I can still recall the 
slightest particulars ; which, however, as is fit, I spare 
you at present* Weeks passed on ; M|uy was recover- 
ed, I could ^ee her c^uery my intercourse with her 
was a train of services and att^al|cras« Hot family cir- 
cumstances allowed h^ to choose a residence accord- 
ii^ to her pleasure. She first staid widi Frau Elizabeth ; 
then she paid us a vi^^t, to thank my modier and me for 
80 many and such friendly helps. She liked to live with 
lis ; and I flattered myself that it was partly on my ac- 
count. What I wished to tell her, however, and durst 
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not utter^ came to words in a Bingular and pretty wise^^ 
when I took her into the Chapel, which I had then 
fitted up as a habitable apartment* I showed h^ the 
pictures, and explained them to her one alter the 
other ; and so doing, unfolded the duties of a Fost^- 
father in so vivid and cordial a manner, that the tears 
came into her eyes, and I could not get to the end of 
my picture exhibition. I thought myself certain of her 
affection, though I was not proud enough to wish so 
soon to eSace the memory of her husband. The law 
imposes on widows a year of mounung ; and in truths 
such an epoch, which includes in it the change of all 
earthly things, is necessary for a feeling heart, to alle- 
viate the painful impres^ons of a great loss. We see the 
flowais fade and the leaves hH ; but we likewise See 
fruits ripen, and new buds shoot forth^ Life belongs 
to the living ; and he who lives, must be prepared for 
vicissitudes. 

<' I now spoke with my moth^ on the concan which 
lay so near my heart. She thereupon disclosed to me 
how grievous to Mary the death of her husband had 
been, and how she had borne up and gathered courage 
again, solely from the thought that she must live for her 
child. My inclination was not unknown to the wo- 
men ; and already Mary had accustomed herself to the 
idea of living with us. She staid a while longer in lh» 
neighbourhood ; iJien she came up to us, and we lived 
for a time in the gentlest and happiest state of betroA- 
ment. At last we Wadded, lliat feeling, which had 
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first drawn us together, did Hot fade away* The duties 
and joys of the Father and the Foster-father were uni- 
ted : wad so our little lamily, as it increased, did cer- 
tainly sui^MKSs its prototype in number of perscms ; but 
the virtues of that pattern, in respect to ftdthlulness 
and ptnity of sentiments, were sacredly maintained and 
practised by us. And so also in friendly habitude we 
keep up the external appearance whidi we, by accident, 
arrived at, and whidi fits our mteraal state so well : 
for though all of us are good walkers, and stout bearers 
of weight, the beast of burden still remains in our com- 
pany, when any business or visit takes us through these 
mountains and vdleys. As you met us last night, so 
does the whole country know us ; and we feel proud 
that our walk and conversation are of such a sort as 
not to throw disgrace on the saintly name and figure, 
whose imitatofB we profess to be." 



WiOelm to Natalia, 

I now conclude a pleasant half-marvellous history, 
which I have just written down for iJiee, from die 
mon^ of a very worthy man. If I have not always 
given his very words ; if here and there, in describing 
his sentiments, I have expressed my own, this, consi- 
dering the relationship of mind I feel with him, was 
natural enough. His reverence for his wife, does it not 
resemble that which I entertain for thee? And is there 
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BOt, even in the first meeting of these \orwh come-' 
thing similar to ours? Bat that he is fortonate enough 
to walk heside lus anunal, as it hears the doiihly hean- 
tiidl burden ; that he can entw at evenii^ with his &p 
mily possession ihroi^h the old Cloister gate ; that he 
is inseparsUe from his own loved ones ; in all this, I 
may weU secretly envy him. Yet I must not o(»B{dam 
of my destiny, seeing I have pr^otiised thee that I will 
snffsr and be Meni, a^ then also hilstandertaken. 

Many a Mr featorie in the dcmiestic nni<m of theae 
devoat and cheerfrd perso«8> IMve beai obliged to 
omit ; f<Nr how could it be depictiMl in writing ? Two 
days have passed over me agreeaUy ; but the tldrd 
warns me to be mindlftd of my fiurdier way&ring. 

With Felix I had a little quarrd to^y. He vm 
almost f«r emn^lling me to bceak through one whc^ 
some regulation, for whidi I stand engaged to thee. It 
has been an error, a misfortune, in short, an airange- 
ment of Fate with me hitherto, that before I am aware, 
my company increases ^that I take a new burden on my 
shoulders, which thenceforth I have to bear, and drag 
along With ttie. So in my preset wtmd^ings no third 
party is to become a permanent associate with ua. We 
are, we will and must continue Two ; and juat mow 
a new, and not very pleasing connexion, seemed about 
to be established. 

To the childreii of die hoiise, with whom FeKx 
has gaily passed theacr days m sportbg, Aero had jtm- 
ed him$elf a little, merry, beggar boy, who, sul^mtting 
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to be used or misused as the play required, had yery 
soon got into favour with Felix. By various hints and 
expressions, I now gathered that the latter had found 
himself a playmate for the next stage of our joiuney. 
^The boy is known in this quarter, and everywhere to-» 
lerated for his lively htmiour ; and now and then obtains 
- an alms. Me, however, he did not please ; and I de- 
nied our host to get him sent away. This likewise 
tock place ; but Felix was angry at it, and we had a 
Ktde flaw of ^cord. 

In die cotffse of this affair, I discovered something 
which was pleasant to me. In the comer of the Cha- 
pel, or hall, stood a box of stones ; which Felix, who, 
since our wandering through the Mountains, has acqui* 
red an excessive fondness for minerals^ eagerly drew 
forth and examined. Many pretty eye-catching things 
were among them. Our landlord said, l^e child might 
choose out what he liked : thede were the remains 
of a lai^ collection which a friend had dispatched 
thence a short while ago. He called this person Mon« 
tan, and thou wilt easily suppose how glad I was to 
hear tins name, under -\diicb one of our best fri^ids is 
travelling, one to whom we owe so much. Having in* 
quired into date and circumstances, I can now hope to 
meet him ere long on my pilgrimage. 
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r u CHAPTER V. 

The news that Montan was in the neighhonrhood had 
made Wilhelm reflect. He considered that it ought 
not to be left to chance alone whether he should meet 
With so estimable a friend ; therefore he inquired <^his 
landlo]:d if they did not know towards what quarter 
this traYeBier had turned his course. No one had any 
information on this poi^t ; and Wilhekn had determined 
to pursue his pilgrimage on the former plan, when Fe* 
Kx cried : " If Father were not so strange, we might 
soon find Montan.'*^ 

« What way ?" said Wilhelm. 

Felix answered : *' Little Rtz told us last night that 
he could trace out the stranger gentleman, who hail 
many fine stones with him, and understood them well.*' 

After some talking, Wilhelm at last resolved on ma* 
king the experiment ; purposing, in the course of it, to 
keep so much the sharper watdi on the suspicious boy. 
Fitz was soon found ; and, hearing what was to be 
done, he soon produced mallet and chisel, a^d a stout 
hammer, with a little bag ; and set forth, running mer- 
rily before the party, in his mining accoutrements. 

The way went to a side, and up the Mountains. The- 
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children skipped on together, from crag to crag, over 
stock and stone, over brook and bourn ; and without 
haying any path b^ore him, Fitz pressed rapidly up* 
wards, now looking to the right hand, now to the left. 
As Wilhelm, and especially the laden porter, could not 
follow so fiast, the boys often ran back and forward, 
singing and whistling. The aspect of some new trees 
arrested the attention of Felix ; who now, for the first 
time, formed acquaintance with larches and fir-cones, 
and curiouslysurveyed the strange gentian-shrubs. And 
thus, in th»ir toUsome wandering, there lacked not 
from time to time a little entertainment* But all at 
once they were fronted by a barricado of trees, which 
a sUNon had hurled together in a confused mass. << This 
was not in my reckoning," said Fitz. << Wait here till 
I find my way again ; only hate a care of the cave up 
there ; no one goes into it or near it, witliout getting 
harm, or having tricks played on him." 

The boy went off in an ascending directicm : the por- 
tei^ on the odier hand, grumbling at the excessive dif- 
ficulty of the way, set down his luggage, and searched 
sidewmrds and downwards for some beaten path. 

No sooner did Felix see himself alone with his fa- 
ther, than his curiosity awoke, and he glided softly to- 
wards the cave. Wilhelm^ who gave him leave, obser- 
ved after some time that the child was no longer in 
sight. . He himself mounted to the cave, at the mouth 
of which he had last seen the boy ; and, on entering, he 
found the place empty. It was spacious, but could be 
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taken in at a glance. He searched for some otho* out- 
let, and found none. The matter began to be^ aeruNM. 
He took the whistle, which he wore at his button-hole ; 
an answer to his call came sounding out of the depth, 
so that he was uncertain whedier he should take it for 
an echo ; when, shortly afterwards, Felix peeped out 
of the ground ; for the chink through which he looked 
was scarcely wide enough to let through his head. 
« What art thou about there ?** cried his ftther. 
« Hush I" said Felix : <' art thorn al<me ?" 
*^ Quite alone,'' answered Wilhelm. * 
« Then go quick,*' cried the boy, ** and fetch me a 
eouple of strong clubs." 

Wilhelm went to the fallen timber, and wkh Ins 
hanger cut off a pair of thick staves ; Felix took thesn, 
and vanished, having first called to his father : << Let 
no one into the cave I" 

After some time, Felix cried : << Another pair of 
staves, and larger ones I" With these also his iiEither 
provided him, and waited anxiously for the solution of 
his riddle. At length the boy issued rapidly from the 
cleft, and brought a little Box with him, not larg;er 
than an octavo volume ; of rich, antique appearance ; it 
seemed to be of gold, decorated with enamel. ^' Put 
it up, father," said the boy, << and let none see it T 
Wilhelm had not time to ask many questions ; for they 
already heard the call of the returning port^ ; and 
scarcely had they jomed him, when the little squire 
also b^;an to shout and wave from aboVe. 
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On iheir approacb, he cried out : << Montan is not 
fiu* off : I bet we shall soon meet him." 

<< How canst thon know this,** said Wilhelm, ** m 
so wild a forest, where no hnman being leases any 
trace b^nnd him ?'* 

^ That is my knack/' said Htz ; and, like a WilW- 
wiflp, he hopped off hither and thither, in a side direc-: 
tioB, to lead his masters the strangest road. 

Fefiz, in the meanwhile, highly satisfied in the trea^ 
sure he had fonnd, highly delighted at possessing a se- 
cret, kept close by his father, without, as formerly, 
skipping up and down beside bis comrade. He nodded 
to Wilhehn with sparkling eyes ; glancing towards his 
companion, and making significant faces, to indicate 
how much he was abore Fttz now, in possessing a secret 
entirely wanting to the other. He carried it so far at 
length, that Fitz, who often stopped and looked about, 
must very soon have noticed it Wilhelm therefore said 
to Felix t « My son, whoever wishes to keep a secret, 
must Mde from us that he possesses one. Self-complai- 
sanee over the concealed destroys its concealment.** 
Felix restndned himself; but his former gay free man- 
ner to his comrade he could not now attain. 

All at once little Fitz stood still. He beckoned the 
rest to him : " Do you hew a beating ?" said he. « It 
is the sound of a hammer striking on the rock.** 

•* We hear it,** answered they. 

" That is Montan,*' said he, " or some one who will 
tell us of him.** 
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Following the sonndy which was repeated from time 
to time, they reached an opening in the wood ; and per* 
ceived a steep high naked rock, towering over all the 
rest, leaving even the lofty forest deep beneath it. On 
the top of it they descried a man : he was too £ar off 
to be recognised. Immediately the bojrs set about 
ascending the precipitous path. Wilhelm followed with 
some difficulty, nay, danger : for the person that climbs 
a rock foremost always proceeds with more safety, be- 
cause he can look out for his conveniences ; he who 
comes after sees only Whither the other has arrived, 
but not How; The boys soon reached the top ; and 
Wilhelm heard a shout of joy. << It is Jamo," cried 
Felix to his father : and Jamo immediately came for- 
ward to a rugged spot ; stretched out his hand to hi$ 
friend, and drew him up. They embraced, and wel- 
comed each other into the free skyey air, with the rap- 
ture of old friends. 

But scarcely had they stept asunder, when a giddi- 
ness came over Wilhelm ; not so much on his own ac- 
count, as at seeing the boys hanging over the fright 
abyss. Jam& observed it, and immediately bade all sit 
down. << Nothing is more natural,*' said he, ^^ than l^t 
we should grow giddy at a great sight, which comes 
unexpectedly before us, to make us feel at once our 
littleness and our greatness. But there is not in the 
world any truer enjoyment, than at the moment when 
we are so made giddy for the first time." 

" Ar^e these, then, down there, the great Mountains 
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we climbed over?" inqtiired Felix. << How litlle they 
look I And here/' coiitinaed he, loosening a cmmb of 
stone from the rock, ^' is the old cat-gold again i this 
is found eveFjrwhere, I suppose ?*' 

<< It is found far and wide/' answered Jarno ; << and 
as thou art askii^ after such things, I may bid thee no- 
tice, that thou art now sitting (m the oldest mountain, 
on ibe earliest rock of this wwld.'* 

'< Was the world not made at once, then ?" said 
Felix. 

: ^< Hardly/* answered Juno ; <^ good bread needs 
baking." 

^^ Down there,'' said Felix, << is another sort of rock ; 
and there again another, and still again another," cried 
he, pomting from the nearest mountains to the more 
rmnote, and so downward to the plam. 

It was a beautiful day, and Jarno let them suirey 
the liNrdly prospect in detail. Here and there stood 
sereral other peaks, similar to the one our trayellers 
were on. A secondary moderate range of mountains 
seemed as if struggling up^ but did not by fiar attain 
that hdght. Farther o£F, the sur&ce flattened still 
more ; yet again some stirangely protruding forms rose 
to yiew. At last, in the remote distance, lakes were 
Tisible, andTivers ; and a fruitful country spread itself 
out like a sea. And when the eye came back,'it pierced 
into frightful depths, sounding with cataracts, and con- 
imcted witJi each other in labyrinthic combination. 

Felix could not satisfy himself with questions, and 
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Jarao was kind enough to answer all of diem ; in which, 
however, WUhehn thought he noticed that the teacher 
did not always speak quite tmly and sincerely. So, 
after the nnstaid boys had agun clambered off, Wil- 
helm said to his jfriend : ** Thou hast not spoken with 
the child, ahont these matters, as thou speakest to tJiy« 
sell* 

" That indeed were a heavy requisition," answered 
Jamo. ** We do not always speak, even to ourselves, 
as we think ; and it is not fit to tell others anything but 
what they can take np. A man imderstands nothing 
bat what is commensniute with him. To fix a child's 
attention on what is present ; to give him a description, 
a name, is the best thing we can do for him. He wiU 
aoon enough begin to inquire after causes.*' 

« One cannot blame this latta* tendency," obserFed 
Wfflielm. ** Hie multipheity of objects perplexes every 
one ; and it is easier, instead of investigating them, to 
ask diremly : Whence, and WhiAer ?" 

<< And yet," said Jamo, ** as children look at what is 
present only superfidally, we cannot speak with ihem 
of Origin and Object otherwise ihan superficially also." 

** Most men," answered Wilhdra, ^ continue all 
their days in this predicament ; and nerer readi that 
glorious epoch) in which the Comprehensible i^pears 
torus common and insipid.'^ 

* ** It may well be called glorious," answered Jamo ; 
« for it is a middle stagi^ between despah- and deifi- 
cation." 
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<< Let US dbide by the boy/' said Wiliielmy << who is 
at present my first care. He has somehow got a fond- 
ness for miaerdsy sin^ we began this joomey. Canst 
thou noi impart so Bdvch to me as would put it in my 
power to satisfy hira^ at least for a time ?" 

<' Tbit will not do," said Jahio. '< In ei^ new 
department, one mint, in the &it pkce, begin agun 
as a child ; throw a passionMe interest over the sidrject ; 
take i^teasnte in the sh^, till one has the happiness to 
arrive at the kernel." 

'< Tell me, then,*' add Wilhelm, « how hast lliou 
attained this knowledge ? For it is not so very loi^, 
after all, since we parted." 

" My friend," said Jamo, " we were forced to re- 
sign ourselves, if not for ever, at least for a loi% sea- 
son. The first thing that occurs to stout-hearted man, 
under such circumstances, is to begin a new life. 
New objects will not sufiBce him ; these serve only for 
diversion of thought ; he requires a new whole, and 
plants himself in the middle of it." 

." But why, then," interrupted Wilhelm, " choose 
this strangest and loneliest of all pursuits ?" 

<< Even because of its loneliness," cried Jamo. << Men 
I wished to avoid. To them we can give no help, and 
they hinder us from helping ourselves. Are they hi^ 
py, we must let them persevere in their stolidities ; 
are they unhappy, we must save them without dis- 
turbing these stolidities ; and no one ever asks whether 
Thou art happy or unhappy." 
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<^ It is not qmte so bad with them, supely," answer- 
ed Wilhelm smiling. 

<< I will not talk thee out of thy happiness/' said 
Jamo. << Go on thy way, thou seccmd Diogenes I 
Let not thy Lamp in daylight go out ! Down on that 
side lies a new world before thee : bnt I dare wager, 
tilings stand there as in the old one. If thou canst 
not pimp, and pay debts, thou availest nothing." - 

<^ Yet they seem to me more entertaining than thy 
dead rocks,'' said Wilhelm. 

<< Not they I" answered Jamo : << for my rodcs are 
at least incomprehensible." 



yGooQle. 



WILU£LM MEISTEB's TilAVELS* 79 



CHAPTER VI. 

Thb two friends had descended, not without care and 
labour, to readi the children, who were now lying in 
a shady spot down below. With ahnost greater ea- 
-gemess dian their picnic repast, the collected rode 
Bpecimens were unpacked by Montan and Felix. The 
latter had much to ask, the formernnuch to nominate. 
Felix was delighted that his new teadier' could give 
him names for all, and he speedily committed them to 
memory. At length he product another specinwn, 
and asked: << What do you call this, then ?" 

Montan viewed it with surprise, and said : *^ Where 
did you get it ?** 

Htz answered promptly : << I found it myself; it is 
of iAas country." 

^< Not of this quarter,'' said Montan. Felix rejoiced 
to see his master somewhat puzzled. <^ Thou shalt 
hove a ducat," said Montan, << if thou bring me to the 
spot where it lies." 

<< That is easy to earii," answered Fitz ; << but not 
immediately." 
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<< Then describe the place to me accurately, that I 
may not fail to find it : but the thing is impossible ; 
for this is a cross-stone, which comes from Santiago 
in Compostella, and which some stranger has lost ; if 
indeed thou hast not stolen it from him, for its curious 
look." 

<< Give your ducat into my master's hands," said 
Fitz, << and I will honestly confess where I got the 
stone. Jb. ihe ruined churdi at St Joa^, there is 
likewise a ruined altar. Under the t<^>-stottes, which 
are all broken «nd heaped together, I discovered a 
layer of this rock, which has been th^fonndatioa of the 
other ; and broke off from it as ranch as I coidd icone 
at. If the uppwslones were cleared away, ime might 
find much more of it there.*' 

'< Take thy ducat," said Montan; ^ thou deservest 
it for diis distsoY^. It is pretty enough. Men uu* 
turally rejoice when famnimate Nature pmhiMea any 
likeness oC what they love and reverence, t^ature 
then appears to us in the form of a Sibyl, who has be- 
fwehand laid down a testimony of what had been de- 
termined frt>m Eternity, and was not to be realked till 
lat^ in Time. On this rode, as on a sacred mysterious 
primeval basis, Ae priests had built thw altar." 

WiUielm, who had listened for a while, and observed 
that many names, many designations, were repeatedly 
mentioned, again ognificMl his former wish, ^at Mon- 
tan would impart to him so much as was required for 
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(he primly instraction of the boy* *^ Give that i^** 
replied Montan. ^' There is nothing more frightful than 
a teacher who knows only what his scholars are in- 
tended to know. He who means to teach others, may 
indeed often suppress the best of what he knows ; but 
he must not be half-instructed." 
<< But where are such perfect teachers to be had ?" 
<< These thou wilt find rery easily/' replied Montam 
*^ Where, then ?" said Wilhelm, with some onbeliet 
<< Where the thing thmi art wishing to leani is in 
practice/' said Montan. << Our best instruction weiob- 
tain firom complete conversance. Dost thou not leara 
foreign languages best in the countries where they are 
at home ? — ^where only these and no other strike thy 
ear?" 

<< And so it was among the Mountains," inquired 
Wilhelm, ^< that thy knowledge of Mountains was ao 
quired?" 
"Of course." 

" Without help from men ?" 
" At least only from men who were miners. There^ 
whwe the Pygmies, allured by the metallic veins, bore 
through the rock, making the interior of the Earth ac- 
cessible, and in a thousand ways endeavouring to solve 
the hardest problems ; there is the place where an in- 
quiring thinker ought to take his stand. He looks cm 
acti<m and effort ; watches the progress of enterprises ; 
and n^oices in the successful and the unsuccessfrd^ 
What is Useful forms but a part of the Important* 

VOL. IV. F 
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Fi^ to p o f Moo sy to command, and role an oljeot, W)» 
anut fast study it for its own sake.'* 

<< Is there such a plaee in the aeighhoiii^ood ?" said 
Wilhelm. '« I shovld Kke to take Felix tyther." 

^ The qnesdoo I can ansver in the affirmative^" re- 
plied Montan ; '^ the pnjeet not exactly asseat to. At 
least, I must int iM the^ ihat liioa faasl the power 
of ehoesiiig aactong many other hfandies of acdvity, of 
Imowle^ie^ of avt, for thy Felix ; some of whidi might 
l^eihepe smt him better, tlian this sadden fifioiicy which 
h» has li^n i^ at tile moment, most prohaUy firom 
tfiereknitatioa.*' 

^ Ei^kan thyself more dearly,** intevrapled Wil- 
hekn. 

<< Thou must know, then," said Montan, << that we 
are hare on the borders of a Ptovittee, which I might 
jastly ceH a Pedagogic Utopia. In the conyictaon that 
only one thing can be carried on, taught, and comaMH 
nicated with full advantages, several such points of 
active instruction have been, as it were, sown over a 
kffge tract ef coo&try. At each of these places thou 
wilt find a little world, but so complete \nlMm its 
limitation, that it may represent and model any other 
of these worlds, nay, ik» great busy world itseE'* 

<* I do mot altogether comprehend what tho» csmat 
mean by this,'* interrupted Wilhekn. 

** Hiou shalt soon ooa^rehend it,*' said the other. 
<< As down, not far from tins, among the MovrntaiaB, 
thou wih, in the first plaoe, fii^d oallected round ai 
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of metalliferous rocks, wli»(erer k of use for eaiMhig 
idtm to aqppTopriate these treiMnires of Nsture, and, at 
tbesame tinie, to aoqoire general conceptions of motdd- 
in; the roggechiesB of inanimate things more dexterous- 
ly to his own purposes ; so, down in iImi lowest leveli 
&r ovt on the plain, where the soil spreads into large 
meadows and pastures, ^n wilt find establishments 
for maTn^ng another impoitant treasure whic^ Nature 
his given to men." 

" And this ?" inquired Wilhelm. 

<< Is the hone," repfied the oth^. '< In that last 
quarter, thou art in the midst of everything which can 
msmict one on the training, ^t, growth, and likewise 
«mpioyment| of this noble animal. As in these hills 
all are busy digging, boring, climbing; so there no* 
^nxkg is more aiudously attMided to than the young 
brood springing, as it were, out of the ground ; and 
every one is occupied foddering, gracing, driving, lead- 
ing, cuifnng them, mounting their backs, and in all 
sorts of movements, natural and artxficia), couniag 
with them over the plain." 

Felix, who had approached hi the de^Mst attention, 
exclaimed, interrupting him : << O, thither will we ! 
That is the prettiest, the best of all." 

<< It is far thither," answered Jamo; << and thou 
wilt find some^iing more agreeaMe and suitable> per- 
haps, by the way-— Any spedes of activity," con^ued 
he, *^ attracts the fondness of a child ; for everything 
looks easy that is practised to perfoetion. All begin- 
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fiings are hardy says the praverb. This^ in a certain 
sense, may be true ; but we might say, with a more 
muYersal application : All beginnings are easy ; and it 
is the last steps that are climbed most rarely, and with 
greatest difficulty.*^ 

Wilhelm, who h^d been reflecting in the meanwhile, 
now said to Montan : <' Is it actually so, as iJioa 
gayest, that these people hare separated the yarions 
sorts of activity, both in the practice and teaching of 
them?" 

" They have done it," said Montan ; " and with 
reason. Whatever any man has to effect must ema- 
nate from him like a second self ; and how could this be 
possible, were not his first sdif ^itirely pervaded by 
it?" 

<< Yet has not a general culture been reckoned very 
advantageous ?" 

" It may really be so," replied the othw : ** ev«ry- 
thing in its time. Now is ^e time of specialties. 
Happy he, who understands this, and works for him- 
self and others in that spirit." 

" In my spirit it cannot be," replied Wilhelm : " but 
tell me, if I thought of sending Felix, for a while, into 
one of these circles, which wouldst thou reopmmend 
to me ?" 

^^ It is all one," said Jamo. ^^ You cannot readily 
tell which way a child's capacity particularly points. 
For me I should still advise the merriest trade. Take 
him to those horse<«ubduer8. B^inning as a groom is 
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in tntth little easier than be^nning as an ore-beater ; 
bat the prospect is always gayer, yon can hope at 
least to get through the world riding." 

It is easy to conceive, that Wilhelm had many other 
doubts to state, and many farther explanations to re- 
qxure : these Jamo settled in Ins usual laconic way ; 
but at last he broke out as follows : << In all things, to 
serve from the lowest station upwards is necessary. 
To restrict yourself to a tra^ is best. For the narrow 
mmd, whatever he attempts is still a trade ; for the high- 
er an art ; and the highest, in doing one thing, does all ; 
or, to speak less paradoxically, in the one thing which 
he does rightly, he sees the likeness of all that is done 
r^htly. Take thy Felix," continued he, <' through 
the Province ; let the Directors see him ; they will soon 
judge him, and dispose of him to the best advantage. 
The boy should be placed among his equals, otherwise 
he seeks them for himself; and then in his associates> 
finds only flatterers or tyrant." 



yGooQle 



86 WILH£I>M >f£lST£E's TIlAV£UI. 



CHAPTER VIL 

Tus tlurd day being ov«r» th» friead9» ia e<N[^<Nn9itj 
ta the eagagemeBt of <mr RenimciaBtSt hod to part; mi 
JaxoA declared, he mtoM Bew fly so iieur into the waste 
MoiwtBiBSi that bo oBe shoiM beable to discover hm. 
« IWe is BOthiBg BMrefrightfBli" soidhe, << iBastat^ 
like OBFB, than to meet aa M tmefinead^ towhqxB w^ 
can coBUBBiucate (Mr tboqghtswithoiil reserve* So long 
as one is by buBself> mie fancies there is no end to the 
navehies and wond^s he is studying : bnt let the twi^ 
talk a wlnle ti^diers jdigbt from the heart; oBosees 
how soon aU this is exhausted, liiiothing iseBdlessfaot 
Inanity. Clever p^ple soon OTphii ^qas^ea^to one 
another, and then they have dene. Bnt now I will 
dire into the chasms of the rocks, and with them be- 
gin a mate unfathomable conversation." 

<< Have a care/' said Wilhelm, smiling, << lest Fitz 
come upon thy track. This time, at least, he succeed- 
ed in finding thee." 

*^ How didst thou manage that?" said Montan. 
'* After all, it was only chance." 

** Not in the least," answered Fitz : << I will tell you 
my secret, for a fair consideration. You mineralo- 
gists, wherever you go, keep striking to the right and 
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left; from eveiy BUme, from erery rock» brcddng off a 
piece, as if gold and silver were hid in diem* One has 
bat to follow this trace ; and where any comer shows 
a fresh breakage there some ai you has been. One 
notes and notes, forward and ftvwardy and at last comas 
np<m the man*" 

fitz was praised and rewarded The friends parted ; 
Moatan alone, the little caravan in company. Wilhelm 
had settled the phMse they shoold make for. The por- 
ter iNn^Kwed a road to it; but the children had taken a 
^ncy to loddag, by the way, at the Giant's Castle, of 
which fits had talked so mud. Fdix was curiows 
ahont the laiga bbck pillars, the great door, the teUar, 
the coves, andvanlts;andlM^^hemig^tpMhi^find 
something tbere^ something of even greater vake thali 
the box. 

How he came by thi% he ha^ in the interim, inform- 
ed his father. Cre^^iag through the cl^ it appeared, 
he had got down into an open qwce pretty well light- 
ed ; and noticed, in the comer of it, a large iron chesty 
the lid of which, Uiough it was not locked, he conld nel 
Uft, but only raise a very little. To get into this, he 
had called to his father for the staves, which he had em- 
ployed partly as prc^ under the lid, partly as levers to 
heave it up ; and so at length,- forcing his wayinto the 
chest, had found it wholly empty, exc^t for the little 
box idiich was lying in one of the nooks. This toy 
they had shown Mcmtan, who agreed with them in 
opimcm, that it should be kept tnc^^enad, and no vio« 
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lence done to it ; for it could not be vmlocked except 
by a very complicated key. 

The porter declined going with the rest to the 
Giant's Castle, and proceeded down the smooth foot-' 
path by himself The others toiled after Fitz throng 
moss and tangle ; and at length reached ihe natural 
Colonnade, which, towering o?er a hi^ mass of frag- 
ments, rose black and wondrous into the air. Yet, 
without much regarding what he saw before his eyes, 
FeUx instantly began inquiring for the other promised 
marrels ; and as none of them was to be seen, Kts 
could excuse himself no otherwise than by declaring 
that these things were never visible except <m Sundays 
and particular festivals, and then only for a few hours; 
The boys remained convinced that the Hllared Palace 
was a work of men's hands : Wilhelm saw well ^t it 
was a work of Nature ; but he could have wished for 
M ontan to speak with on the subject. 
^ They now proceeded rapidly down hill, through a 
wood of high taper larches ; whidi becoming more and 
more transparent, ere long, exposed to view the fairest 
spot you can imagine, lying in the clearest sunshine. 

A large garden, seemingly appropriated to use, not 
ornament, lay richly fomished with fruit-trees, yet open 
before their eyes ; for the ground, sloping on the whole, 
had been regularly cut into a number of divisions, now 
raised, now. hollowed in manifold variety, and thus ex- 
hibited a complex waving, surface. Sev^al dwelling- 
houses stood scattered up and down, so that it see&^ 
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as if tbe space belonged to •everal prc^rieton : yet FltK 
assiired them, tbat one in^vidaal owned and directed 
the wIk^. Beyond the garden stretched a boundless 
landscape, beantifiilly colUyated and planted, in which 
lakes and rivers might be distmgnished in the distance. 
Still descending, they had approached nearer andnear- 
er, and were now expecting in a few moments to be in 
the garden, when Wilhehn all at once stopped short, and 
fitz could not hide his roguish satisfiMStion ; for a yawn- 
ii^duifanat thefoot of the mountain opotied before them, 
and showed on the other side a wall which had hitherto 
been ccmcealed, ste^ enough without, though within it 
was quite filled up with soiL A deep trench, theref^nre, 
separated them from the garden, into which they w^e 
directly looking. << We have still a good circuit to 
jnake^'* said Fitz, << before we get the road diat leads 
in. However, I know an entrance on this side, which 
IS much shorter. The vaults where the )nll-water in 
time of rain b let through, in regular quantities, into the 
garden, open here : they are high and broad raiough for 
one to walk along without difficulty." Hie instant Fe^ 
lix beard of vaults, he insisted on taking this passage, 
and no other. Wilhdm followed the children ; and the 
party descended the large steps of tins cov^ed aque- 
duct, which was now lying quite dry. Down below, 
they foimd themselves sometimes in light, sometimes 
in darkness, according as the s^ openings admitted 
day, or the walls and pillars excluded it. At last they 
reached a pretty even space, and were slowly proceed- 
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iBgi wben all at once a abot went offbaridathatti} aad 
uX the same time two secret inm^giated doon started 
oat, and inclosed them on both sides. Not indeed the 
whole of tb^n : Wilhelm and Felix oidy were eangfat* 
For fitz, the instant he heard the shot» sprang bade, 
and the cbsing grate canght nothing bat his wide skere : 
he himself nimbly throwing off his jadcety had darted 
away without loss of a moment. 

The two prisoners had scarcely time to recoTer from 
Aeir astonishmflBty till they heard voioes whichappear- 
ed to be slowly i^proachmg. In a littl» while, soma 
armed men with torches came forward to the grate^ 
looking with eager eyea what sort of a ci|»tnre they 
had made. At the same timey ihsf asked, if the prir 
soners would surrender peaceably? << Sunrendery is 
not the word here/' said Wilhehn ; ^< we are ahready in 
your powOT. It is rather our part to ask, whether yon 
will spare us ? The only weapon we have, I gire 19 
to yon." And with these words he handed his hairier 
through the grate ; this opened directly, and the two 
strangers were led f(vward by the party, with gnat 
composure. After a diort wink, they found themp- 
sdves in a singular place : it was a spacioas deaidy 
apartment, with many litUe windows at the yery top 
of the walls ; and these, notwithstanding the thick iron 
gratings, adaoittedlig^t enough. Seats, Bleefnng'places, 
and whatever else is expected in a middling inn, had 
been provided ; and it seemed as if any one placed here 
could want nothing but freedom. 
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WilbdiD» directly ftAer enteruig, had tat down it 
conaider Us aituatioiK ; Felix, on the other band, o» 
reooYeriog irom his astoaiahaieiity broke out into an in- 
crediUe iwry. T^iese large walla, theseJiig^ windows, 
theae strmig docHns, thia aeclnnon, this restriction, wcfa 
entirely new to him. He looked ronnd and round, he 
ran hither and thither, stamped with his feet, wept, 
rattled the doors, struck against them with hia ^ti^ 
nay, waa even, on the pcMnt of nmning at them with 
hia head, bad not Wilhehn aeiced him, and held him 
last between his kneas : << Do but look jit the thing 
calmly, my son," hegm he t *< for impaUance and yio* 
lenoe cannot help us, Tlie mystay will clear np, and 
I mnat be widely mistaken, or we are Men into no 
wickedhands* Read these inscriptions 3 < To the in- 
nocent, delirerance and reparation ; to the misled, com- 
paanon ; and to the gniky, avenging justice.' All this 
beqiaaka to us that these establishmenta are wwks not 
of cruelty, but of necessity. Men have but too much 
canae to secure themsdires from men. Of ill-wishefs 
there are many, of ill-doers not few; and to lire fitly, 
well-doing will not always suffice." Felix still sobbed; 
but he had pacified himself in some degree, more by 
the caresses than the w<Hrds of his ftther. *^ Let ibis 
experience,* oontinned Wilhelm, <^ which thou gainest 
so early, and so innocently, remain a lively testimony 
to thy mind, in how complete and accomplished a can- 
tory thou livest. What a journey had human nature 
to travel, before it reached the point of beii^ mild even 
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to the guilty, merdfid to llie injurioiis, humane to the 
fahwTnAfi ! Dotthtless, they were men of godlike sonls 
who first taught this, who spent their liyes in render- 
ing the practice of it possible, and recommending it to 
olliers. Of the Beantifiil, men are seldom capable^ 
oftener of the Good : and how highly shotdd we ralne 
those who endeavour, with great sacrifices> to forward 
ihat Good among their fellows I*' 

Felix, in the conrse of this consolatory speech, had 
fiEdlen qnietly asleep <m his father's bosom ; and scarce- 
ly had the latter laid him down on one of the ready- 
made beds, when the door opened, and a man of pre- 
possessing appearance stept in. After looking kindly 
Bt Wilhelm for some lime, he began to inquire aboirt 
lliedrcnmstances, whichhad led him by the private pass- 
age, and into this predicament. Wilhelm related the af- 
fair as it stood ; produced some papers, which served to 
explain who he was, and referred to the porter, who he 
said must soon arrive on the other side by the usual 
road. This being so fiar explained, the official person 
invited his guest to follow him. Felix could not be 
awoke, and his fathw carried him asleep from the place 
which had incited him to such violent passion. 

Wilhelm followed his conductor into a fair garden- 
apartment, where refreshments were set down, which 
he was invited to partake of, while the other went to 
Import the state of matters to his superior. When Fe- 
lix, on awakening, perceived a little covered table, frint, 
wine, biscuit, and at the same time the cheerful aspect 
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of a wide-open door, he knew not what to make of iu 
He ran ont, he ran back, he thought he had been>dreani- 
ing; and in a little while, with such dainty fttre, and 
such pleasant sights, the preceding terror, and all his; 
obstruction had vanished, like an oppressive vision in 
the brightness of morning. 

The porter had arrived ; the officer, with another 
man of a still friendlier aspect, brought him in ; and 
the business now came to light, as follows : The own- 
er of l^is property, charitable in this higher sense, that 
be studied to awaken all round him to activity and ef- 
fort, had for several years been accustomed, from his 
boundless young plantations, to g^ve out llie small 
wood to diligent and careful cultivators, gratis ; to the 
negligent, for a certain price ; and to such as wished to 
trade in it, likewise at a moderate valuation. But these 
two latter classes also had required their supplies gra- 
tis, as the meritorious were treated ; and this being re- 
fused them, they had attempted stealing trees. Their 
attempt succeeded in many ways. This vexed the 
owner the more, as not only were the plantations 
plundered, but, by too early thinning, often ruined. 
It had been discovered that the thieves entered by 
this aqueduct ; so the trap grate had been erected in 
the place, with a spring gun, which, however, was only 
meant for a signal. The little boy had, under various 
pretexts, often made his appearance in the garden ; and 
nothing was mare natural, than that out of mischief 
and audacity, he should lead the stranger by a road 
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which he had farnierly ditcorered for oth«r purposes. 
The people could have wished to get hold .of him : 
meanwhile, his little jacket was hromgfat in, and pnt 
by among other judicial seizures. 

WUhelm was now made acquainted with the owner 
and his people, and by them received with tiie Mend- 
liest welcome. Of this iiunily we shall say nothing 
more hm-e, as some forther light on them and their con- 
cerns is oifered us by the subsequent history. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

WUhIm to Natalia. 

M^N ift of a coaipamoiiabley cwnternngp nalvre : hi« 
Mig^ ia grest when he exerdfies iieii1tie» that have 
heat gireii hiaiy erren tiboagh nothing farmer came of 
it How often in tooiety do we hear the cotnplamt) tint 
ene wyi not let the other speak : and in the tame man^ 
ner also we Bi%htsay^ that one would not let the ot^ier 
wiitey wen not writing an employment commonly 
transacted in private and alone. 

How nnidi pec^le write one coald scarcely erer 
conjectm-e. I speak not of what is i^inted, though ^t 
in itself is abundant enough ; but of all that, in the shape 
of letters and memorials and nairatiyes, anecdotes, de- 
scriptions of present drcumstances in the life of indi- 
viduals, sketches, and larger essays, circulates in se- 
cret ; of this yon can fonn no idea tSl yon have lived for 
some time in a community of cultivated families, as I 
am now doing. In the inhere where I am moving at 
present, there is almost as much time employed in in- 
fomung friends and relatives of what is transacted, as 
waaenpleyvdintransaotnigit. Hiis observation, which 
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for several weeks iias been constantly forced on me, I 
now make with the more pleasure, as the writing ten- 
dency of my new fiiends enables me at once and per- 
fectly to get acquainted with their characters and cir- 
cumstances. I am trusted ; a sheaf of Letters is given 
to me, some quires of a Travelling Journal, die Con- 
fessions of some mind not yet in unity with itself ; and 
thus everywhere, in a little while, I am at home. I 
know the neighbouring circle, I know the persons 
whose acquaintance I am to obtain ; I understandthem 
better almost than tbey do themselves, seeing they are 
atill implicated in their situation, while I hover lightly 
past them, ever with tby hand in mine, ever speaking 
with thee about all I see; Indeed it is the first condi^ 
tion I make, before uccep^mg any confidence c^fered 
me^ that I may impart it to thee. Here, accordingly, 
are some letters, which will introduce thee into the 
circle, in which, withimt brealdng or evading my vow, 
I for tbe present revolve. 



THE NUT-BROWN MAID. 

Lenardo to his Aunt. 



At last, dear Aunt, after diree years, you receive 
my first letter, conformably to our engagement, which, 

7 
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in truth, wai singdar enougb. I wished to see the 
worid and mingle m it ; and wished, daring that period, 
to foitget the home whence I had departed, whither I 
hoped to return. The whole impression of this home 
I purposed to retam, and the partial and indiTidnal was 
not to confiise )ne at a distance. Meanwhile the ne^ 
cessaiy tokens of life and welfare have from time to 
time passed to and fro hetween ns. I hare regularly 
received money ; and little presents for my kindred 
have heen delivered you for distribntion. By the wares 
I sent, you would see how and where I was. By the 
wines, I doubt not my uncle has tasted out my several 
places of abode ; then the laces, nicknacks, steel-wares, 
would indicate to my fair cousins my progress through 
Brabant, by FanSf to London ; and so on th^ writing* 
desks, woik^-boxes, tea-lables, I shall find many a sym- 
bol wherewith to connect the history of my jounwy* 
ings. You have accompanied me without hearing of 
me ; and perhaps may care little about knowing more. 
For me, on the other hand, it is highly desiraUe to 
learn, through your kinchiess, how it stands with the 
drde into which I am once more entering. I would, 
in truth, return from strange countries as a stranger ; 
who, that he may not be unpleasant, first informs him* 
self abont the way and manner of the household ; not 
fimcying that, for his fine eyes or hair, he shall be re«> 
ceived there quite in his -own fashion. Write to me, 
therefore, of ^ny worthy uncle, of your fair nieces, of 
yourself, of our relations near and distant, of servants 
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tho, old and new. In sbort^ let yonr practised pen, 
which for so long a time yon have not dipped into ink 
for yonr nephew, now again lint pap^ in his fevonr. 
Your letter of news shall forthwith be my credential, 
with which I introduce myself so soon as I obtain it 
On yon, therefore, it depends whedier you will see me 
or not« We alter far less than we imagine ; and circum* 
stances, too, continue much as they were. Not only 
what has altered, but what has continued, what has 
by degrees waxed and waned, do I now wish instantly 
to recognise at my return, and so once more to see my- 
self in a well*known mirror. Present my heartiest sa- 
lutations to all our people ; and believe, that in the sin- 
gular manner of my absence and my return, there may 
lie more true affection than is often found in constant 
participation and lively intercourse. A thousand com- 
pliments to one and all I 

Posl$CT^ — Neglect not also, my dear Aunt, to say 
a word or two about our dependants ; how it stands 
with our stewards and farmers* What is become of 
Valerina, the dau^ter of that fanner, whom my uncle, 
with justice certainly, but also, as I thought, with some 
severity, ejected from his lands when' I went away? 
You see, I still remember many a particular ; I ^ill 
know all. On the past you shall examine me, when yon 
M^e told me of the present. 
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The Aunt io JttHeUcu 

At last, dear children, a letter from our three-years ' 
speechless traveller. What strange heings these strange 
men are I He wiU have it that his wares and td^ens 
were as good as so many kind words which friend may 
speak or write to friend. He actually fancies himself 
our creditor, requires from tis, in the first place, the 
performance of that service, which he so unkindly re- 
fused. What is to he done ? For me, I should have met 
his wishes forthwith in a long letter ; did not this head- 
ache signify too clearly that the present sheet can 
scarcely be filled. We all long to see him. Do you, 
my dears, undertake the business. Should I be reco- 
vered before you have done, I will contribute my sh^re. 
Choose the persons and circumstances, as you like best 
to describe them. Divide the task. You will do it all 
far better than I. The messenger will bring me back 
a note from you. 



Julieita to her Aunt. 



We have read and considered ; and now send you 
by the messenger our view of the matter, each in par- 
ticular ; having first jointly signified that we are not so 
charitable as our dear Aunt to her ever perverse ne- 
phew. Now, when he has kept his cards hid from ut 
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for three years, and still keeps then^^)^, we fcMisooth 
are to spread ours on the taUe, and play an open 
against a secret game. This is not fair ; and yet let it 
pass ; for the craftiest is often caught, simply by his 
own orer-anxions precanticms* But as td the way and 
manner of transactmg this commission, we are not 
agreed. To write of our fiuniliars as we think of then, 
is for US at least a very strange problem. Commonly 
we do not think of diem at all, except in ibis or diat 
particolar case, when they give ns some pecoliar satis- 
fection or vexation. At other times, each lets his 
neighbour go his way. You alone could manage it, 
dear Aunt, for you have bodi the penetration and ihe 
tolerance. Hersilia, who you know is not difficult to 
kindle, has just, on the spur of the moment, given me 
% bird*8-eye view of the whole family in all the graces 
of caricature. I wish it stood on paper, to entice a 
snule from yourself in your illness ; but not that I would 
'have it sent. My own project is, to lay before him oor 
correspondence for these three years : then let him 
read, if he have the heart ; or let him come and see 
with his eyes, if he have not. Your letters to me, 
dear Aimt, are in the best order, and all at your ser- 
vice. Hersilia dissents from this opinion ; excuses her- 
self with the disorder of her papers, and so forth, as 
she will tell you herself. 
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HersiUa to her Aunt 

I WILL ai^ most be very Wief^ dear Aunt, for the 
meesenger is ckwnishly impatient. I reckon it an ex- 
cess oi generoffity, and not at all in season^ to submit 
our correspondence to Lenardo. Wbat has be to do 
with knowing all the good we have said of him, with 
knowing all the ^ we hare said of him, and finding out 
frraathe latter still nujce than ftom the former that we 
like him ? H<^ Inm tighty I entreat you. There ia 
Bomedlui^ so precise and preaompinoua la this demand, 
in this conduct of his ; just the ^Mhien of your young 
gentlemen when they return from foreign parts. They 
can neyer look on those who haTO staid at home aafidl- 
gcowii persons, like themselTea. Make your headache 
an excuse. He will come, doubtless : and if he do nioi 
c(Rn% we can wait a little. Pohaps Ins next idea may 
be to introduce himself in some strange secret way, to 
become acquainted with us in disguise ; and who knows 
\d»t more may be included in iIm plan of ao deep a 
gentleman ? How pretty and curious this w«nld be I 
It could not fail to bring about all manner of embreil<» 
moats and developements ; for grander than any thai 
could be produced by sudi a diplomatic ei^ruice into 
his fiamily as he now purposes. 

The messenger I The messenger I Bring up your old 
pe<^le better^ or send young ones. This man is neither 
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to be pacified with flattery nor wine. A thousand fare- 
wells I 

Postscript far Postscript, — ^What does our cousm 
want, will you tell me, with his postscript of Valerina ? 
This question of his has struck me doubly. She is the 
only person whom he mentions by liame. The rest of 
us are nieces, aunts, stewards ; not persons, but titles. 
Valerina, our Lawyer's daughter ! In truth, a pretty 
fair-haired '^1, that may Jbave glanced in our gallant 
cousin's eyes before he went away. She is married well 
and happily : this to you is no news ; but to him it is, 
of course, as unknown as everything that has occurred 
here. Forget not to inform him in a postscript that Va- 
lerina grew daily more and more beautiful, and so at 
last made a yery good match. That she is die wife <tf 
a rich proprietor. Hiat the lorely fiiir-haired maid is 
married* Make it perfectly distinct to him. But i^- 
Aer is this all, dear Aunt. How the man can so accu- 
rately remember his flaxen-headed beauty, and yet con- 
found her with the daughter of that worthless fiirmer, 
with a wild humble-bee of a brunette, whose name was 
Nachodina, and who went away Heaven knows whi- 
ther, this, I declare to you, remains entirely incompre- 
hensible, and puzzles me quite excessively. For it seems 
as if our pretty cousin, who (Hides himself on hid good 
memory, could change names and persons to a very 
strange degree. Perhaps he feels this obscurely him- 
self, and would have the laded image re£redied by your 
delineation. Hold him tight, I beg of you : but try to 
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learn^ for our own beboof, how it does stand with these 
Valerinas and Nachodinas ; and how many more Inas 
and Trinas have retained their place in his imagination, 
while the poor Ettad and Ilias hare vanished. The mes* 
•enger I The coned messenger I 



The Aunt to her Nieces. 

(Dictated.) 

Why should we dissemble towards those we have 
to spend onr fife with ? L^uirdo^ with all his pecu- 
liarities, deserves c<mfidenoe. .1 send him both your 
letters : ftom tiiese he will get a view of you ; and the 
rest of us, I hope, will ere l<Mig unconsciously find oc- 
casion io depict ourselves before him likewise. Fare* 
well t My head is very painful. 



H0rsilia to her AunL 



Why should we dissemble towards those we have 
to spend our life with ? Lenardo is a qpoiled nephew. 
It is horrible in you to send him our lettars. Prom 
these he will get no real view of us ; and I wish with 
all my heart for opportunity to let him view me in 
some other light. Yon giv^ pain to others, while you 
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aro io paiB yourself,^ and Uind to boat. Qoiek reco* 
Y&tf to your head I Yooi^ heart is irrecoT^raUe. 



The Aunt to HemKa. 

Thy last note I slKmld likewise hare packed in for 
Lenardo, hiad I happened to continue hy the purpose, 
which my irrecoverable heart, my eack head, and my 
love of ease, suggested to me. Yonr letters are not 
gone. I am just parting with the young man, who has 
been fcnr some time linng in our circle, who, by the 
sttangest cbance> has come to know us pret;^ weU, 
and is withal of an intelligent and kindly nature* Him 
I am despatching^ He undertakes the task with great 
readiness* He will pff^[>are omr n^hew, and send w 
brii^ him, Thiis can your Aunt reo^leet herself in 
Uie course of a rash enterprise, and bend into another 
path. Hersilia also will take thought ; and a firiendly 
revocation will not long be wanting from her hand. 



Wilhelm having accurately and circumstantially ful- 
filled this task, LeWrdoaoftWered with a smile: ^^Much 
as 1 am obliged to you for what you tell me, I must 
still put another (foestiofi. Did not my Aunt, in con- 
dusioQ, request you also to inform me of another and 
seemingly an unimportant matter T 

Wiljb^Un tbouglM; a mcm^t* ^< Yes," said be» thi^u ; 



yGooQle 



W1LH£JUM MSISTSa's TRAVELS. 105 

<< I remember. She mentioned a lady^ named Vale- 
rina* Of her I was to tell yoa diat she k happily wed* 
ded, and ev&y way well." 

^ Yon roll astoae from my heart," relied Lenaido. 
'< I now gladly return home, since Ineed not fear that 
my reodleetion of tins girl can reproadi me thereb" 

« It beseems not me to lApiire ^i4iat relation y^ 
haTe had to her," said Wilhelm : ^* only yoa may be 
at ease, ii in any way yon feel concemed for her for* 
twies." 

<< It is thestrangest rdation in ib& world," retmaed 
Lenaido : <^ nowise a lore matter, as you might per* 
haps conjecture. I may confide in yon, and tell it, as 
indeed tb^e is next to nothing to be toId« But what 
must you think when I assure yoa, that this Mtoiag 
in my retain, this fear of reyisiting our family, these 
strange fMreparatiyes, and inqoiries how things looked at 
hi»ne, had no other object bnt to learn by the way 
how it stood with this young w<mi9n? 

<< For you will beUeve," continued he, <^ I am very 
well aware that we may leave people whom we know, 
without finding them, even after a cimsiderable lime,, 
mnch altered : and so I likewise expect very sooa ta 
be quite at home with my relatives. This single being 
only gave me pause : her fortoae, I knew, must have 
changed ; and, thank Heaven, it has chained for A» 
better." 

" You exdte my curiosity," said Wilhelm. " There 
must be soipeUung nagukur in this*" 
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<< I at least think it so/' replied Lraiardo, and began 
his nai^iatiTe as follows : 

^< To accomplish, in my yonth, the grand adventiira 
of a tonr through cultivated Europe, was a fixed pur- 
pose, which I had entertained from boyhood, but the 
execution of which was, as usually happ^is in these 
tini^s, from time to time postponed. What was at 
hand attracted me, retained me ; and the distant lost 
more and more ci its charms, ihe more I read of it, or 
heard it talked of. However^ at last, incited by my 
unde ; allured by friends who had gone forth into the 
world before me, I did form the resolution, and tint 
more rapidly than any one had been expecting. 

*^ My uncle, \dio had to afford the main requisite for 
my enterjnise, directly made this his chi^ concern. 
You know him, and the way he has ; how he still 
rushes with his whole force on (me single object, and 
everything elde in the meanwhile must rest and be si- 
lent ; by which means, indeed, he has ^fected much 
that seemed to lie beyond the influence of any private 
man. This journey came upon him, in some degree, 
unawares : yet he very soon took Ins measures. Some 
buil^gs which he had planned, nay even begun, were 
abandoned ; and as he never on any account meddles 
wiUi his accumulated stock, he looked about him, as a 
prudent financier, for other ways and means. The 
most obvious plan was to call in outstanding debts^ 
especially remainders of rent : for this also was one of 
his habits, that he was indulgent to debtors^ so long as 
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he himself had', to acertain degree, no need of money. 
He gave his Steward the list, with orders to manage 
the business. Of individual cases we learned nothing : 
only I heard transiently, that the fiEomer of mie of om: 
estates, with whom my wide had long exercised pa- 
drace, was at last actually to be ejected ; his caationary 
pledge, a scanty supplement to the produce of this 
proeecation, to be retained^ and the land to be let to 
some other person. This man was of a religions torn ; 
but not, like others of his sect among ns, ^rewd 
and active withal : for his piety and goodness he was 
loved by his neig^ibomrs, but at the same time censmied 
for hb weakness as the master of a honse. After the 
death of his wife, a daughter, wlumi we usually named 
the Nut-brown Maid, though already giving promise of 
activity and resolution, was still too young for taking 
a decisive management : in short, tiie man went back 
in his affyrs, and my uncle's indulgence had not stay* 
ed the sinking of his fortune. 

** I had my journey in my head, and could not quar- 
rel with the means for accomplishing it. All was 
ready ; packing and sorting went forward ; every mo- 
ment was becoming full of business. One evening I 
was strolling through the park for the last time, to take 
leave of my ftuniliar trees and bushes, when all at once 
Valerina stept into my way : for such was the girl's 
name, the other was but a byname, occasimied by hm* 
brown complexion. She stept into my way." 

Lenardo paused for a moment, as if considering* 



yGooQle 



1 08 Wl LUELM M£IS1'£B's TRAVELS, 

<' How is this, then ?" said he : << Was her name real- 
ly Vakrina ? Ye% smrely/* he oontmned ; <' but the 
byname was more common. In short, the brown maid 
came into my path, and pressingly entreated me, to 
^eak a good word for her fath^, for herself, to my 
unck. Knowing bow t&e matter stood, and seeing 
dearly that At woidd be difficnlt, nay impossiUe, to do 
her any service at tins moment, I candidly told her so, 
and set before her the blame-worthiness of her falimr 
in an mi£AVom«Ue light. 

^< She answered tins with so much deaniess, and at 
llie same tune with 'so much filial mitigotioB and lo¥e^ 
Ibat she quite gained me; and, had it been my ows 
m<mey, I dumld instantly hare made her haj^y, by 
granting her request. But it was my uncle's income ; 
these were his arrangemeiris, his orders : whh sach a 
temper as his, to attempt altering anght tliat had been 
done was hopeless. From of dd> I had looked oil a 
promise as in the highest d^;ree sacred. Whoev&t 
adked anything of me embarrassed me. I had so ac- 
owtomed myself to refuse, that I did not even fNcomise 
what I purposed to perform. This habit came in good 
stead in the present instance. Her arguments turned 
on individuality and aiiection, mine cm duty and raa- 
s<m ; and I wOl not deny that at last they seemed too 
harsh even to mysdf. Already we had more than once 
repeated our topics without convincing one another, 
when necessity made her more eloquent ; the inevita* 
Ue xoin which she saw before her pressed tears from 
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iwreyes. Her ei^eeted manner die entirely loet ; she 
spoke with yiyacity, with emotion ; and as I still kept 
np a show of coldness and composure, her whole soal 
tamed itself outwards. I wished to end the scene : 
hat all at onoe she was lying at my feet, had seiaed 
my hand, kissed it, and was looking np to me, so good, 
so gentle, with snch supplicating loveliness, that in the 
haste of the moment I fatgot myself. Hurriedly I 
said, while raising her from her kneeling posture: 
< I will .do what is possihle ; compose thyself, my 
child I' and so turned into a dde-path. < Do what is 
impossihle I' cried she after me. I now knew not what 
I was saying, hut answered : * I will,' uj^ hesitated. 
* Do it r cried she, at onoe enlivened^ and with a 
heavenly expression of hope. I waved a salutation to 
her, and hastened away. 

" To my unde I did not mean to apply directly : for 
I knew too well that with him it was vain to speak 
ahout the partial, when his purpose was the whole. I 
inquired for the Steward ; he had ridden off to a dis- 
tance ; visitors came in the evening, friends wishing to 
take leave of me. They supped and played till fer in 
the night. They continued next day ; and then: pre- 
sence effiiced the image of my importunate petitioner. 
The Steward returned ; he was husier and more over- 
loaded than ever. All were asking for him : he had no 
time to hear me. However, I did make an effort to detain 
him ; but scarcely had I named that pious fanner, when 
he eageriy repelled the proposal : * For Heaven^ sake, 
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nc^t a word of this to your uncle, if you would not have 
a quarrel with him V The day of my departure waa 
fixed ; I had letters to write, guests to receive, visits 
in the neighbourhood to pay. My servants had been 
hitherto sufficient for my wants, but were nowise ade* 
qnate to forward the arrangements of a distant journey. 
All lay on my own hands ; and yet when the Steward 
appointed me an hour in the night before my depart- 
lire, to settle our money concans, I neglected not again 
to solicit him for Yalerina's father. 

« < Dear Baron,' said the imstable man, < how can 
such a thing ever come into your head ? To-day al- 
ready I have had a hard piece of work with your uncle ; 
for the sum you need is turning out to be far higher 
than we reckoned on. This is natural enough, but not 
the less perplexing. To the old gentleman it is espe- 
cially unwelcome, when a business seems concluded, 
and yet many odds and ends are found straggling afiter 
it. This is often the case ; and I and the rest have to 
take the brunt of it. As to the rigour with which the 
ontl^anding debts were to be gathered in, he himself 
laid down the law to me : he is at one with himself oo 
this point, and it would be no easy task to move him 
to indulgence. Do not try it, I b^ of you I It is quite 
in vain.' 

** I let him deter me from my attempt, but not en- 
tirely. I pressed him, since the execution of the buid- 
ness depended on himself, to act with mildness and 
mercy. He promised everything, according to the 
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faslikm of tmh penonsy f<Hr the sake of momentary 
peace. He got quit of me : the bustle, the hurry of 
business increased I I was in my carriage; and had 
tamed my back on all luMne concerns. 

<< A keen impression is like any other wound ; we 
do n<»t feel it in receiving it. Not till afterwards does 
it begin to smart and gangrene. So was it with me in 
regard to thk occurrence in the park. Whenever I was 
solitary, nHieneyer I was unemployed, that image of 
the entreating maiden, with the whole accompaniment, 
with every tree and bush, the place where she knelt, 
the side-path I took to get rid of her, the whole scene^ 
rose like a fresh picture before my soul. It was an 
indestructible impression, which, by other images and 
interests, might indeed be shaded or overhung, but 
never obliterated. Still, in every quiet hour, she came 
bef<Hre me ; and the longer it lasted, the more painful 
did I feel the blame which I had incurred against my 
principles, against my custom, though not expressly, 
only whOe hesitating, and for the first time caught in 
such a perplexity. 

<^ I failed not in my earliest letters to inquire of our 
Steward how the business had turned. He answered 
evasively. Then he engaged to explain this point; 
then he wrote ambiguously ; at last he became silent 
altogether. Distance increased; more objects came 
between me and my home ; I was called to many new 
observations, many new sympathies ; the image flEuied 
away, the maiden herself, almost to the name. The re« 
membrance of her came more rarely before me ; and, 
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ny whim of keeping up my interoovffse with home, not 
hy letters, hut hy tokens, tended gradually to make my 
previous situation, with all its circnmstanGes, neariy Ta* 
nish from my mind. Now, however, wheni am agam 
returning home, when I am purposing to repay my fti- 
mily with interest what I have so long owed it, now at 
last this strange repentance, strange I myself must call 
it, fialls on me witi^ its whole weight. The form of llie 
maiden hrighteiis up with the forms of my relatives ; 
and I dread nothing more deeply than to learn that, in 
the mis^ into which I drove h^, she has sunk to 
ruin ; for my negligence appears in my own mind an 
ahetting of her destruction, a furUierance of her moura- 
fol destiny. A thousand timee I have told myself that 
this feeling was at bottom but a weakness ; that my 
early adoption of the principle, never to promise, had 
originated in my fear of repentance, not in any noble 
sentiment. And now it seems as if Repentance, which 
I had fled from, meant to avenge herself, by seizing 
Ais incident, instead of hundreds, to pain me. Yet is 
the picture, the imagination which torments me, so 
agreeable withal, so lovely, that I like to linger over it. 
And when I think of the scene, that kiss which she 
imprinted on my hand, still seems to bum there." 

Lenardo was sil^it, and Wilhelm answered quickly 
and gaily : ^( It appears, then, I could have d<me you 
no greater service than by that appendix to my narra- 
tive ; as we often find in the postscript the most inte- 
resting part of the letter. In truth, I know little of Va- 
7 
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lerina, for I heard of her only ia passing ; but, fm oer- 
Uin, she is the wife of a prosperous landowner, and 
fires happily, as your aunt assured me, on taking leaye^" 

<< Goody atid well,** said Lenardo : ^< now there is 
nothing to detain me. You have given me absolution ; 
let us now to my iriends, who have already waited for 
me too long/' To this Wilhelm answered 2 *< Unhap- 
pily I cannot attend you ; for a strange obligation lies 
on me to continue nowhere longer than three days, and 
not to revisit any place in less than a year. Pardon 
me, if I am not at liberty to mention the eanse of this 
singularity." 

f< I am very swry," said Lenardo, ^' that we are to 
lose you so soon ; that I cannot, in my turn, do any* 
thing for you. But since you are already in the way 
of showing me kindness, you might make me very 
happy if you, pleased to visit Yalerina ; to inform your* 
self accurately of her situation ; and then to let me 
have, in writing or in speech (a place of meeting might 
easily be found), express intelligence for my complete 
composure." 

This proposal was farther discussed ; Yalerina's place 
of residence had been named to Wilhelm. He engaged 
to visit her ; a place of meeting was appointed, to 
which the Baron should come, bringing Felix with him, 
who, in the meanwhile, had remained with the ladies. 

Lenardo and Wilhelm had proceeded on their way 
fw some time, riding together through pleasant fields, 
with abundance of conversation, when at last they 

VOL. IV. H 
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approached the highway, and found the Baron's coach 
m waiting, now ready to revisit with its owner the 
spot it had left three years before. Here the friends 
were to part ; and Wilhelm, with a few kindly words, 
took his leave, again promising the Baron speedy news 
of Valerina. 

" Now when I bethink me," said Lenardo, " that 
it were but a small drcuit if I accompanied you, why 
should I not visit Valerina myself? Why not witness 
with my own eyes her happy situation ? You were so 
friendly as engage to be my messenger ; why should 
you not be my companion ? For some companion I 
must have, some moral counsel, as we take legal coun- 
sel to assist us, when we think ourselves inadequate to 
the perplexities of a process." 

Wilhelm's objections, that the friends at hon^e would 
be anxiously expecting the long-absrait traveller, that 
it would produce a strange impression if the carriage 
came alone, and other reasons of the like sort, had no 
weight with Lenardo ; and Wilhelm was obliged at last 
to resolve on acting the companion to the Baron, a 
task on which, considering the consequences that might 
be apprehended, he entered with no great alacrity. 

Accordingly, the servants were instructed what to 
say on their arrival ; and the two friends now took the 
road for Valerina*s house. The neighbourhood appear* 
ed rich and fertile, the true seat' of Agriculture. Espe- 
cially the grounds of Valerina*s husband seemed to be 
managed with great skill and care. Wilhelm had lei- 
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sure to survey the landscape aecuratelyy while L^uu:- 
do rode in silence beside him. At last the latter said : 
'< AnoUier in my place would perhaps try to meet Va^ 
lerina undiscovered ; for it is always a painful feeling to 
I4>pear before those whom we have injured ; but I had 
rather front this, and bear the rejNroach which I have 
to dread from her first look, than secure myself from 
it J>y disguise and untruth. Untruth may bring us into 
embarassment quite as well as truth; and when we 
reckon up how often the former or the latter profits us, 
it really seems most prudent, once for all, to devote 
ourselves to what is true. Let us go forward, therefore, 
with cheerful minds : I will giro my name, and intro- 
duce you as my friend and fellow-traveller.*' 

They had now reached the house, and dismounted 
in the court A well-looking man, whom you might 
have taken for a fieainer, came out to them, and an- 
nounced himself as master of the family. Lenardo na- 
med himself, and the landlord seemed highly delighted 
to see him, and obtain his acquaintance. *^ What will 
my wife say," cried he, << when she again meets the 
nephew of her benefactor I She never tires of recount- 
ing and reckoning up what her father owes your imcle." 

What strange thoughts rushed in rapid disorder 
through Lenardo's mind I << Does this man, who looks 
80 honest-minded, hide his bitterness iM^4er a friendly 
countenance and smooth words ? Can he give his re- 
proaches so courteous an outside ? For did not my 
uncle reduce that family to misery ? And can the man 
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be ignorant of this? Or," so thought he to himself, 
with quick hope, " has the business not been so bad as 
thou supposest ? For no decisive intelligence has ever 
yet reathed thee I" Such conjectures alternated this 
way and that, while the landlord was ordering out his 
carriage to bring home his wife ; who, it appeared, was 
paying a visit in the neighbom-hood. 

*' If, in the meanwhile, till my wife return," said 
the latter, "I might entertain you in my own way, and 
at the same time cairy on my duties, say you walk a 
few steps with me into the fields, and look about you 
how I manage my husbandry ; for, no doubt, to you, 
as a great proprietor of land, there is nothing of more 
near concernment than the noble science, the noble 
art of Agriculture," 

Lenardo made no objection ; Wilhelm liked to ga- 
ther information. The landlord had his ground, which 
he possessed and ruled without restriction, under the 
most perfect treatment ; what he undertook was adapt- 
ed to his purpose ; what he sowed and planted was al- 
ways in the right place ; and he could so clearly ex- 
plain his mode of procedure, and the reasons of it, that 
every one comprehended him, and thought it possible 
for himself to do the same ; a mistake one is apt to fall 
into, on looking at a master, in whose hand all moves 
as it should do. 

The strangers expressed their satisfaction, and had 
nothing but praise and approval to pronounce on every-* 
thing they saw. He received it gratefully and kindl)^ 
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and at hflt added : << Now, however, I most duaw you 
my weak flide, a quality disceraible in every one that 
yields liiiiMelf exdnsively to one pursuit.'' He led 
thran to his court-yard, showed them his implementSi 
liiB store of these ; and besides this, a store of all ima- 
ginable sorts of farm-gear, with its aj^mrtenances, kept 
by way of specimen : <^ I am often Mamed," said he, 
" for going too far in this matter ; but I cannot quite 
Uame mysdlf. Hi^py is he to whom his business it* 
self becomes a puppet, who at length can play with it, 
and amuse himself with what his ^tuation makes his 
dnty." 

The two fiirads were not behindhand with their 
questions and exuninations* Wilhelm, in particular, 
delighted in the general obsbrvaliions which this man 
iqypeared to have a turn for making ; and &iled not to 
answer them : while the Baron, more immersed in his 
own thoughts, took silent pleasure in the ha]^iness of 
yalerina, which, in this situation, he reckoned sure; y^ 
feU unda-hand a cai;«in £Ednt shadow of dissatis&ctioB, 
of which he could give himself no account. 

The party had returned within doors, when the 
lady's cairiage drove up. They hastened out to meet 
her : but what was Lenardo's amazement, his fright, 
when she stept forth I This was not the person ; this 
was no Nut-brown Maid, but directly the reverse ; a 
fyar slin form, in truth ; but lig^t-haired, and possess- 
ing all the charms which belong to that complexion. 

This beauty, this grace aj&ighted Leoiardo. His 
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eyes had sought Uie hrown maiden ; now quite a dif- 
ferent figure glanced before them. These featores, too, 
he recollected ; her words, her manner, soon banished 
all uncertainty : it was the daughter of the Lawyer, a 
man who stood in high favour with the uncle; for 
which reason also the dowry had been so handsome, 
and the new pair so generously dealt with. All this, 
and much more, was gaily recoimted by the young 
wife as an introductory salutation, and with sudi a joy 
as the surprise of an unexpected meeting naturally 
gives rise to. The question, whether they could re- 
cognise each other, was mutually put and answered; 
the changes in lock were talked of, which in persons 
of that age are found notable enough. Valerina was 
at all limes agreeable ; but lovely in a high d^ree, 
when any joyful feeling raised her above her usual le- 
vel of indifference. The company grew talkative ; the 
conversation became so lively, that Lenardo was ena- 
bled to compose himself, and hide his confusion. Wil- 
helm, to whom he had very soon given a sign of this 
strange incident, did his best to help him ; and Vale* 
rina*s little touch of vanity in thinking that the Baron, 
even before visiting his own friends, had remembered 
her, and come to see her, excluded any shadow of 
suspicion that another purpose or a misconception coxdd 
be concerned in the affair. 

The party kept together till a late hour, though the 
two friends were longing for a confidential dialogue ; 
which accwdingly commenced, the moment they were 
left alone in their allotted chambers. 
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" It appears," sqjd Lenardo, << I am not to get rid 
of this secret pain. A luckless confusion of names, I 
now observe, redoubles it. This fair-haired beauty I 
hare often seen playing with the brunette, who could 
not be called a beauty ; nay, I myself hare often run 
about with them oyer the fields and gardens, though 
so much older than they. Neither of them made the 
slightest impression on me ; I hare but retained the 
name of the one, and applied it to the other. And now 
her who does not concern me, I find happy abore mea- 
sure in her own way; while the other is cast forth, 
who knows whither, into the wide world." 

Next morning the friends were up almost sooner 
than their active entortainere. The happiness of seeing 
her guests had also awakened Valeiina eariy. She ' 
little fancied with what feelings they came to breaks 
61st. Wilhelm, seeing clearly, that without some ti- 
dings of the Nut-brown Maid, Lenardo must continue 
in a painful state, led the conversation to old times, to 
playmates, to scenes which he himself knew, and other 
sudi recollections ; sd that Valerina soon quite ndtu* 
rally came to speak of the Nut-brown Maid, and to 
mention her name. 

No sooner did Lenardo hear the name Nachodina, 
than he perfectly remembered it ; but with the name, 
the figure also, of that supplicant returned to him, with 
such violence, that Valerina's farther narrative became 
quite agonizing to him, as with warm sympathy she 
proceeded to describe the distrainment of the pious 
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bnacTf his sabmiBsive resignadoii and depmttirey and 
kow he went away leaning on his dau^ter, who car- 
icied a little bundle in her hand. Lenardo was like to 
rink under the earth. Unhappily, and hi^ily, she went 
into a certain circumstantiality in her details ; which, 
while it tortured Lenardo's heart, enabled him with 
help of his associate to put on smne appearance of 
composure* 

The travellers departed, amid warm sincere invita- 
ttons on the part of the married pair to return somi, 
and a ftdnt hollow assent on their own part. And as 
a person, who stands in any favour with himself, takes 
everything in a favourable light, so Valerina eiqplained 
Lenardo's silence, his visible confusion in taking leave, 
his hasty departure, entirely to her own advantage ; 
and could not, although the feithful and loving wife of 
a worthy gentleman, help feeling some small satis&c- 
tian at this re-awakening or incipient inclination, as die 
reckoned it, of her former landlord. 

After this strange incident, while Ae friends were 
proceeding on their way, Lenardo thus addressed Wil- 
helm : '< For our shipwreck with such fair hopei^ at 
the very entrance of the haven, I can still console my- 
adf in some degree for the moment, and go calmly to 
meet my people ^ when I think that Heaven has brought 
me you, you to whom, under your peculiar mission, it 
is indifferent whither or how you direct your path. 
£ngage to find out Nachodina, and to give me tidings 
^ her. If she be happy, then am I content ; if un- 
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ImppYy then help her at my c^vges* Act without re- 
serye ; sparei calcukrte nothing ! I shall retom home, 
«haU endeavour to get intelligenoe, and send your Felix 
to you by some trosty parson. Place the boy, as your 
int^Qition was, where many of his equals are placed : it 
is almost indi£SQrent under what snperintendance ; but 
I am much mistaken, if^ in iJie netghboncfaood, m the 
place where I wish you to wait for your son and his 
attaouknt, you do not find a nan that can gire you the 
best counsel on this point. It is he to whom I owe 
the training of my youth, whom I sfaeoJd haye liked so 
much to take along with me in my trayds, whom at 
least I should many a time have wished to meet in the 
course of them, had he not already devoted himself to 
a quiet domestic life." 

The friends had now reached the spot where diey 
were actually to part. Wlnle tl^ horses were feeding, 
the Baron wrote a letter, which Wilhelm took charge 
of; yet, for the rest, could not help communicatiDg his 
scruples to Lenardo. 

^ In my {u^esent situation," said he, << I reckon it a 
desirable comnnssion to deliver a gmierous mm from 
distress of mind, and, at ibe same time, to hee a hu- 
man creature from misery, if she ha]^en to be misera- 
ble. Such an object one may look t^on as a star, to- 
wards which one sails, not knowing what awaits him, 
what he is to meet, by the way. Yet, widi all this, I 
must not be blind to the danger which, in every case, 
still hovers over yen. Were you not a man who regu- 
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larly avoid engagements, I shoold require a promise 
from yon not again to see this female, who has come 
to be so predons in yonr eyes ; but to content yow- 
self, when I announce to you, that all is well with her ; 
be it that I actually find her happy, or am enabled to 
make her so. But haying neither power nor wish to 
extort a promise from you^ I conjure you by all you 
reckon dear and sacred, for your own sake, for that of 
your kindred, and of me your new-acquired friend, to 
allow yourself no approximation to that lost maiden, 
undor what pretext soever ; not to require of me that 
I mention <n: describe the place where I find her, or 
the neighbouihood where I leave her ; but to believe 
my ward that she is well, and be enfranchised and at 
peace." 

Lenardo gave a smile, and answered : << Perform 
tins service for me, and I shall be gratefril. What you 
are willing and able to do I commit to your own hands ; 
and for myself, leave me to time, to common sense, 
and, if possible, to reason.*' 

<< Pardon me,'* answered Wilhehn : << but whoever 
knows under what strange forms love glides into our 
hearts, cannot but be apprehensive, oh foreseeing that 
a friend may conie to entertain wishes, which, in his 
circumstances, his station, would of necessity produce 
unhi^piness and perplexity." 

" I hope," said Lenardo, << when I know the maiden 
happy, I am done with her." 

The friends parted, each in his own direction. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

By a short and pleasant road, Wilhelm had reached 
the town, to which his letter was directed* He found 
it gay and well huih ; hat its new aspect showed too 
clearly that not long hefore it must hare snfiered by a 
conflagration. The address of his letter led him into 
the last small uninjured pOTtion of the place, to a honse 
of ancient, earnest ardiitectnre, yet well kept, and of 
a tidy look. Dim windows, strangely fiishioned, iiidi- 
cated an exhilarating pomp of colours from within. 
Nor, in finct, did the interior fail to correspond with 
the exterior. In clean apartments, ererjrwhere stood 
furniture which must have served several generations, 
intermixed with very little that was new. The master 
of the house received our traveller kindly, in a little 
chamber similarly fitted up. These clocks had already 
struck the hour of many a birth and many a death ; 
everything which met the eye reminded one that the 
past might, as it were, be protracted into the prestent. 
The stranger delivered his letter ; but the landlord, 
without opening it, laid it aside, and endeavoured, in a 
cheerful conversation, immediately to get acquainted 
with his guest. They soon grew confidential ; and as 
Wilhelm, contrary to his usual habit, let his eye wan- 
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der inquisitively over the room, the good old man said 
to him : " My domestic equipment excites your atten- 
tion. You here see how long a thing may last ; and one 
should malce such observations now and then, byway of 
cotmterbalance to so much in the world that rapidly 
changes and passes away. This same tea-kettle served 
my parents, and was a witness of our evening family as- 
semblages ; this copper fire-screen still guards me from 
the fire, which these stout old tongs still help me to 
mend ; and so it is with all throughout. I had it in my 
power to bestow my care and industry on many other 
things, as I did not occupy myself with changing these 
external necessaries, a task which consumes so many 
people's time and resources. An aftectionate attention 
to what we possess makes us rich, for thereby we accu- 
mulate a treasure of remembrances connected with in- 
different things. I knew a young man who got a com- 
mon pin from his love, while taking leave of her ; daily 
fastened his breast-frill with it, and brought back this 
guarded and not imemployed treasm'e from a long jour- 
neying of several years. In us little men, such little 
things are to be reckoned virtue." 

" Many a one too," answered Wilhelm, <^ brings 
back, from such long and far travellings, a sliarp pricker 
in liis heart, which he would fain be quit of." 

The old man seemed to know nothing of Lenardo*8 
situation, though in the meanwhile he had opened the 
letter and read it ; for he retimied to his former topics. 

" Tenacity of our possessions," continued he, ^' in 
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many cases gires ns the greatest energy* To tfais ob- 
stinacy in myself I owe tfa^ saving of my house* When 
the town was on fiie, some ye&ple wished to snatch 
out their goods, and lodge them here. I foibade this ; 
bohed my doors and windows ; and tomed oat, with 
several neigbbonrs, to oppose the dames. Onr efforts 
sQcceeded in preserving this sunmit of the town. Next 
nKming all was standing here as yon now see it, and 
as it has stood for almost a hundred years." 

*" Yet you will confess," said Wilhelm, << that no 
man withstands the change which Time produces." 

<<That, in truthl" said the other : '<but hewhohc^ds 
out longest has still done something. 

<< Yes I even beyond the limits of onr being we are 
able to maintain and secure ; we transmit discoveries, 
we band down senUments, as well as property : and as 
die latter was my chief province, I have fm a longtime 
exercised the strictest forenght, invented the most pe- 
cnliar precautions ; yet not till lately.have I succeeded 
in seeing my widi fulfilled. 

** Commonly the s<m diqierses what the father has 
collected, collects something different, or in a different 
way. Yet if we can wait fwr the grandson, for the new 
generation, we find the same tendencies, the same tastes, 
again making their appearance. And so at last, by the 
care of our Pedagogic Mends, I have found an active 
youth, who, if poenble, pays more regard to old pos- 
sesion than even I, and has withal a vehement attach- 
ment to every sort of curiosities. My decided coifi- 
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dence he gained By the yiclent ex^<ms with whkk 
he straggled to ke^ off the fire from our dwelling. 
Doubly and trebly has he merited the treaswe whidi I 
mean to leare him : nay, it is ^Jready giyoi into his 
hands ; and ever since that time our store is increasing 
in a wonderful wa]^ 

'* Not all, howeyer^ that you see here is ours. On the 
contrary, as in the hands of pawnbrdcoB you find many 
a foreign jewel, so with us I can show you precions 
articles, which people, under the most rarious circum- 
stances, have deposited with us, for the sake of betto: 
keeinng." 

Wilhelm recollected the beautiful Box, which, at any 
rate, he did not like to carry with him in his wander- 
ings ; and showed it to his landlwd. The old man 
yiewed it with attention ; gsye the date when it was 
^bably made ; and showed some similar things. Wil- 
helm asked him if he thought it should be opened. 
The old man thought not. << I belieye, indeed,'' said 
he, *< it could be done without special harni to the cas- 
ket ; but as you found it in so singular a way, you must 
try your luck on it. For if you are born lucky, and this 
Htde box is of any consequence, the key will doubtless 
by and by be found, and in the yery place where you 
are least expecting it." 

" There haye been such occurrences,** said Wilbelm. 

^< I haye myself experienced such," replied the old 
msn ; << and here you behold the strangest of them. 
Of this iyory cracifix I haye had for thirty years, the 
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body with the head and feet, in one place. For its own 
natnre, as well as for the glorious art displayed in it, I 
kept the [figore laid np in my most private drawer : 
nearly ten years [agar I got thi^ cross belonging to it, 
with the insaription ; and was then induced to have the 
arms supplied by the best carver of our day. Far, in- 
deed, was this expert artist from equalling his prede- 
cessor ; yet I let his work pass, more for devout pur- 
poses, than for any admiration of its excellence. 

^< Now, conceive my delight I A little while ago the 
original, genuine arms^ were sent me, as you see them 
here united in the loveliest harmony ; and I, charmed 
at so happy a coincidence, cannot help recognising in 
this crucifix the fortunes of the Christian religion, which, 
often enough dismembered and scattered abroad, will 
ever in the end again gather its^togedier at the foot of 
the Cross," 

Wilhelm admired the figure, and its strange combi- 
nation. << I will follow your counsel,*' added he ; << let 
the ciasket continue locked till the key of it be found, 
though it should lie lill the end of my life/* 

^< One who lives long,*' said the old man, << sees 
much collected and much cast asunder." 

The young partner in the house now chanced to en- 
ter, and Wilhdm signified his purpose of intmstiDg the 
Box to their keeping. A large book was thereupon 
produced, the deposit inscribed in it, with many cere- 
monies and stipulations ; a receipt granted, which ap- 
plied in words to any bearer, but was only to be ho- 
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nonred on the giving of a certain token agreed upon 
with the owner. 

So passed their honis in instmcttre and entertain- 
ing conrersation, till at hist Felix, mounted on a gay 
pony, arrired in safety. A groom had accompanied 
him, and was now for some time to attend and serve 
Wilhehn. A letter irmn Lenardo, delivered at the 
same time^ complained that he conld find no vestige of 
the Nut-hrown Maid ; and Wilhehn was anew conjured 
to do his ntmost in searching her oat. >^^lhelm impart- 
ed the matter to Ins landlord. The latter smiled, and 
said : << We mnst certainly make every exertion, for 
onr frittid's sake ; perhi^ I may succeed in learning 
something of her. As I keep these old primitive house- 
hold goods, so likewise have I kept some old primitive 
friends. Yon tell me that this maiden's fotherwas dis- 
tLDgoished by Ins piety. The pioos have a more inti- 
mate connexion with each other ihan the wicked; 
though externally it may not always prosper so welL 
By this means I hope to obtain some traces of what 
you are sent to seek. But, as a preparative, do yon 
now pursue the resolutimi of placing your Felix among 
his equals, and turning him to some fixed department 
of activity. Hasten with him to the great Institution. 
I will pcnnt out the way you must follow in order to 
find the Chief, who resides now in one, now in another 
division of his Province. You shall have a letter, with 
my best advice and direction." 
4 
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CHAPTER X. 

The pilgrims, ptirsnmg the way pointed out to them, 
had, without difficulty, reached the limits of the Pto- 
Tince, where they were to see so many singularities. 
At the yery entrance, they found themselves in a dis- 
trict of extreme fertility ; in its soft knolls, favourahle 
to crops ; in its higher hills, to sheep-hushandry ; in its 
wide hottoms, to grazing. Harvest was near at hand, 
and all was in the richest luxuriance : yet what most 
surprised our travellers was, that they observed neither 
men nor women ; but in all quarters, boys and youths 
engaged in preparing for a happy harvest, nay already 
making arrangements for a merry harvest-home. Our 
travellers saluted several of them, and inquired for the 
Chief, of whose abode, however, they could gain no 
intelligence. The address of their letter was : To the 
CTiiefy or the Three. Of this also the boys could make 
notlung ; however, they referred the strangers to an 
Overseer, who was just about mounting his horse to 
ride off. Our friends disclosed their object to this man ; 
the frank liveliness of Felix seemed to please him, 
and so they all rode along together. 

VOL. IV. I 
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Wilhelm had already noticed^ that in the cut and 
colour of the young people's clothes, a yariety pre- 
vailed, which gave the whole tiny populalicm a pecu- 
liar aspect : he was just about to question his attend- 
ant on this point, when a still stranger observation 
forced itself upon him ; all the children, how employed 
soever, laid down their work, and turned with singular, 
yet diverse gestures, towards the party riding past 
them ; pr rather, as it was easy to infer, towards the 
Overseer, who was in it. The youngest laid then: arms 
ccossiinso 0^^^ ^h- breasts^ and looked cheerfully up 
to die sky ; those of middle size held their bands on 
their hades, and looked, smiling on the ground ; the 
eldest stood with a frank and spirited air ; their arms 
stretched down, they turned their h^ads to the rigfaty 
and formed themselves into a Ime ; whereas the others 
k(^ s^miate, each where he chanced to. be. 

The riders having stopped and dismounted here, as 
several children, in their various modes, were standing 
forth to be inspected by the Overseer, Wilhelm asked 
the meaning of these . gestures ; but Felix struck in^ 
and cried gaily: ''What posture am I to take, then?*^ 

^' Without doubly" sa^d the Overseer, '' as the first 
posture: The arms over the breast, the fieM^ earnest aud 
cheerful towards the sky«" 

. Felix obeyed» b^t soon cried : " This Is not much 
to my taste; I see nothing up there ; does it last long? 
But yes 1" exclaimed he joyfully, « yonder are a pair 
of falcons flying from thci west to the east: that 19 a 
good sign too ?** r 
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<< As thou takest it, as thoa hduLvmty" mid tlie 
other; '< now mingle among them, as they mingle." 
He gave a signal^ and the children left their postnresy 
and again betook them to work, or sport, as before. 

^' Are yoQ at liberty," said Wilhelm then, '< to ex- 
plain this sight which surprises me ? I easily perc^ve 
that these positions, these gestures, are salutations di- 
rected to you." 

« Just so," replied the Overseer ; " salutations which 
at once indicate in what degree of culture each of these 
boys is standing." 

^< But^ can yon ex]dain to me the meaning of this 
gradation ?" inquired Wilhelm ; << for that there is one, 
is clear enough." 

<< This belongs to a higher quarter/' said the other : 
<< so much, however, I may tell you, that these cere- 
monies are not mere grimaces ; that on the cimtrary, 
the import of them, not the highest, but still a direet- 
ipg, intelligible importi is commimicated to the chil- 
dren ; while, ai the same time, each is enjoined to ire- 
tain and consider for himself whatever explanation it 
has been thought meet to give him ; they are not al- 
lowed to talk of these things, either to strangers or 
among themselves ; and thus their instruction is modi- 
fied in many ways.. Besides, secrecy itself bas many 
advantages ; for when you tell a man at once and 
straight forward, the purpose of any object, be fancies 
there is nothing in it. Certain secrets, even if known 
to every one, men find that they must still reverence 
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by concealment and silence, for this works on modesty 
and good morals." 

" I understand you," answered Wilhelm : " why 
should not the principle which is so necessary in ma- 
terial things, be applied to spiritual also ? But perhaps, 
in another point, you can satisfy my curiosity. The 
gi'eat variety of shape and colour in these children's 
clothes attracts my notice ; and yet I do not see all 
sorts of colotu-s, but a few in all their shades, from the 
lightest to the deepest. At the same time, I observe 
that by this no designation of degrees in age or merit 
can be intended; for the oldest and the youngest boys 
may be alike both in cut and colour, while those of simi- 
lar gestures ai*e not similar in dress," 

" On this matter also," said the other, " silence is 
prescribed to me : but I am much mistaken, or you 
will not leave us without receiving all the information 
you desire." 

Our party continued following the trace of the Chief, 
which they believed themselves to be upon. But now 
the strangers could not fail to notice, with new sur* 
prise, that the farther they advanced into the district, 
a vocal melody more and more frequently sounded to- 
wards them from the fields. Whatever the boys might 
be engaged with, whatever labour they were carrying 
on, they accompanied it with singing ; and it seemed a» 
if the songs were specially adapted to their varioas 
sorts of occupation, and in similar cases, everywhere 
the same. If there chanced to be several children in 
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company, they sang t<^ether in alternating parts. To- 
wards erening, i^peared dancers likewise, whose steps 
were enlirened and directed by choruses. FeHx struck 
in with them, not altogether nnsnccessfully, from horse- 
back, as he passed ; and Wilhelm felt gratified in this 
amusement, widch gave new life to the scene. 

" Apparently," he said to his companion, " you de- 
vote considerable care to this branch of instruction ; the 
accomplishment, otherwise, could not be so widely dif- 
fused, and so completely practised." 

" We do," replied the other : " on our plan. Song is 
the first step in. education; all the rest are connected 
with it, and attained by means of it. The simplest en- 
joyment, as well as the simplest instruction, we enliven 
and impress by Song ; nay, eren what religious and mo« 
ral principles we lay before our children, are commu- 
nicated in the way of Song. Other advantages for the 
excitement of activity, spontaneonsly arise from this 
practice ; for, in accustoming the children to write the 
tones they are to utter, in musical characta^ and as 
occasion serves, again to seek these characters in the 
utterance of their own voice ; and besides this, to sub- 
join the text below the notes, they are forced to prac- 
tise hand, ear, and eye at once, whereby they acquire 
the art of penmanship sooner than you would expect ; 
and as all this in the long run is to be effected by 
copying precise measurements and accurately settled 
numbers, they come to conceive the high value of Men- 
suration and Arithmetic much sooner than in any other 
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way. Among all imaginable things, accordingly^ wa 
have selected music as the element of our teaching ; 
for leyel roads run oat from mnsic towards eyery sidte." 

Wilhelm endearoured to obtain still fiorther infbr* 
mation, and expressed his surprise at hearing no in- 
strumental music : ^ This is by no means neg^ected^ 
here," said the other ; ^* but practbed in a peculiar 
district, one of the most pleasant Yalleys among liw 
Mountains ; and there again we hare arranged it so 
that the different instruments diall be taught in sepi^ 
rate places. Thedi8cord8ofbeginner8,inparticular,are 
banidied into certain solitudes, where ihey can drire 
no one to despair ; for you will confess ^t in well-re* 
gukted dril society, there is scarcely a more mehm- 
chdf suffering to be undergone, than what is forced on 
us by the neighbourhood of an inci{nent player on the 
flute or riolin. 

** Omr learners, out of a laudable denre to be trouble- 
some to no one, go forth of their accord, for a longer 
er a shorter time, into the wastes ; and strive, in Umi 
seclusion, to attain the merit which shall again admit 
them into the inhabited world. Eadi of them, from 
time to time, is allowed to renture an attempt for ad- 
mission, and the trial seldom fails of success ; for bash- 
fulness and modesty, in this, as in all other parts of our 
system, we strongly endeavour to maintain and che- 
rish. That your son has a good voice, T am glad to ob- 
serve : all the rest is managed with so much the great- 
er ease." 
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-•' They had bow readied a place where Felix was to 
stop and make trial of its arrangepieitts, till a formal 
fee^tixm should be granted him. From a distance^ 
they had heen saluted by a jocuid souid of music ; it 
was a gmne in which the boys were, for the present, 
amusing themselres in their hour of play. A general 
duffus mounted up ; eadi individual of a wide tirch 
striking in at his time, with a joyful, clear^ firm tone, 
as the sign was given him by the Overseer. The latter 
more I^au once took the singers by surprise, when at 
a signal he suspended the choral song, aiid called on 
any single boy, touchhig him with his rod, to catch by 
Mmbelf the expiring' tone, and adapt to it a Suitable 
song> fitted :a]So to the spirit of what had pieceded* 
Most part showed great dexterity ; a few, who failed 
m this feat, willingly gave in their pledges, without al^ 
together being laughed at for their ill success. Felix 
was child enough to mix among them instantly ; and 
in Ins new tai^ he acquitted himself tolerably welL 
The Yvcst Salutation was thai enjoined on him : he di- 
rectly kdd his hands on his breast, looked upwards, and 
truly with so roguish a countenance, that it was easy 
to observe no secret meaning had yet in his mind at- 
tached itself to this posture. 

The delightfid spot, his kind reception, the meny 
playmates, all pleased the boy so well, that he felt no 
very deep sorrow as his father moved away : the de- 
parture of the pony was perhaps a heavier matter; 
but he yielded here also, on learning that in this circle 
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it conld not possibly be kq>t ; and the Ororaeer pro- 
mised him^ in compensation, that he should find another 
horse, as smart and well-broken, at a time when he 
was not expecting it. 

As the Chief, it appeared, was not to be come at, 
the Overseer turned to Wilhelm and said : << I must 
now leave you, to pursue my occupations ; but first I 
will bring you to the Three, who preside over our sa* 
cred things. Your letter is addressed to them likewise^ 
and they together represent the Chief.'* Wilhelm could 
have wished to gain some previous knowledge of these 
sacred things, but his companion answered: <^ The 
Three will doubtless, in return for the confidence you 
show in leaving us your son, disclose to you in their 
wisdom and fairness what is most needful for you to 
learn. The visible objects of reverence, which I named 
sacred things, are collected in this separate circle ; are 
mixed with nothing, interfered with by nothing : at 
certain seasons of the year only are our pupils admit- 
ted here, to be taught in their various degrees of cul- 
ture, by historical and sensible means ; and in these 
short intervals they caixy off a deep enough impression 
to suffice them for a time, during the performance of 
their other duties." 

Wilhelm had now reached the gate of a wooded 
vale, surrounded with high walls : on a certain sign the 
little door opened, and a man of earnest and imposing 
look received our traveller. The latter found himself 
in a large beautifully umbrageous space, decked with 
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the richest foliage^ shaded with trees and hushes of all 
sorts; while stately walls and magnificent hoildings 
were discerned only in glimpses through this thidk 
natural hoscage. A friendly reception fr^m the Three, 
who hy and hy appeared, at last turned into a general 
conversation, the substance of wfiich we now present 
in an abbreviated shi^. 

*^ Since you intrust your son to us," said they, << it 
is fair that we admit you to a closer view of our pro- 
cedure. Of what is external you have seen much) that 
does not bear its meaning on its front. What part of 
this do you chiefly wish to have explained ?" 

** Dignified, yet singular gestures of salutation I have 
noticed, the import of which I would gladly learn: with 
yon, doubtless, llie exterior has a reference to the in- 
tesiWi and inversely ; let me know what this reference 
is." 

<< WeU-formed, healthy children," replied the Three, 
<< Imng much into the world along with them : Nature 
has given to each whatever he requires for time and 
duration ; to unfold this is our duty ; often it unfolds 
itself better of its own accord. One thing there is, 
however, which no child brings into the w<H*ld with 
him ; and yet it la on this one thing that all depends 
for making man in every point a man. If you can dis- 
cover it yourself, speak it out." Wilhelm thought a 
little while, then shook his head. 

The Three, after a suitable pause, exclaimed : ^' He* 
verence /" Wilhelm seemed to hesitate. " Reverence I" 
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oied they a second lliiie* *^ All want it, peiimps yon 
yourself. 

<< Three kmds of gestures yon have seen ; and we 
inenloate a threefold Reverence, whkh, when conn 
mingled and formed into one whole, attailis its highest 
fOTce and effect, llie first is Reverence for what is 
ahove us. That posture, the arms crossed over the 
Iffeast, the look tttned joyfWy towards Heaven ; that 
is what we have enjoined <m young children ; requiring 
from them thereby a testimony that there is « God 
idbove, who images and reveals Umself in parents, teach- 
ers, superiors. Tlien comes the second ; Reverehce lor 
¥^t is under us. Those hands folded over the back, 
and, as it were, tied together, that down^tumed, smi- 
ling look, announce that we are to regard the Eardi 
vviih attention and dbeerfulness : from the bounty oi 
the Earth we are nourished : the Earth affords unntter^ 
iMe joys ; but disprep<Nrtionate sorrows she also briikgs 
us. Should one of om* children do hknself external 
hurt, blameably or blamelessly ; dbould oth^*s hurt him 
aecidentaUy or purposely ; should dead involuntary mat- 
ter do him hurt; then let him wen ccmsider it; for such 
dangers wiH attend him all his days. But from ihis pos- 
ture we delay not to free our pupil, the instant we be- 
come convinced that the instruction cmmected with it 
has produced sufficient influence on Inm. Tlien, on 
the contrary, we bid him gather courage, and tumii^ 
to his comrades, range himself along with them. Now, 
at last, he stands forth, frank and bold ; not selfishly 



yGooQle 



WILHELM MEI8T£R's TRAVELS. 139 

isolated ; only in combination with his equals doee ho 
front the world. Farther we have nothing to add." * 

'< I see a glimpse of it I" sdd Wilhelm. « Are not 
the mass of men so marred and stinted, because they 
take pleasm« only in the element of evil-wishing and 
CTil-speaking ? A^^ioever gives himself to this, soon 
comes to be indi£Perent towards Grod, eontemptooiM to- 
wiffds the world, spitefol towards Us equals ; and the 
tme, genuine, in^spensable sentiment of self-estimatioii 
corrupts into self-conceit and presumption. AUowme, 
however/' continued he, << to state one ^ffioulty. You 
say that reverence is not natural to man t now, has neit 
the reverence or fear of rude pec^le for violent convi^ 
sions of Nature, or other inexplicable, mysteriously- 
foreboding occairences, been heretofore regarded as Ae 
germ out ci whidi a higher feeling, a purer sentiment, 
was by degrees to be devdoped ?" 

<< Nature is indeed adequate to fear,** replied they ; 
^ but to reverence not adequate. Men fear a known 
or unknown powerfnl being ; the strong seeks to con- 
quer it, tibe weak to avmd it ; both endeavour to get 
quit of it, and fed themselves happy when for a short 
season they have put it aside, and their nature has in 
some degree restored itself to freedom «ad independ- 
ence. The natural man repeats this operation millimis 
of times in the course of \m life ; from fear he struggles 
to freedom ; from freedom he is driven back to fear, 
and 60 makes no advancement. To fear i^ easy, but 
grievous; to reverence is difficult, but satisfiMstory. Man 
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does not willingly submit himself to reverence ; or ra- 
ther he nev^ so submits himself: it is a higher sense* 
which must be communicated to his nature ; which 
only in some peculiarly fovoured individuals unfolds 
itscdf spontaneously, who on this account too have of 
old been looked upon as saints and gods. Here lies 
the worthy here lies the business of all true Religions ; 
whereof there are likewise only three, according to the 
ol]^t8 towards which they direct our devotion.*' 

The men paused ; Wilhelm reflected for a time in 
silence ; but feeling in himself no pretension to unfold 
the meaning of these strange words, he requested the 
Sages to {nx>ceed with their exposition. They imme- 
diately compHed. <^ No religion that grounds itself on 
fear,** said they, ^^ is regarded among us. With the re- 
verence, to which a man should give dominion in his 
mind, he can, in paying honour, keep his own honour ; 
he is not disunited with himself as in the former case. 
The Religion which depends on reverence for what is 
above us, we denominate the Ethnic ; it is the religion 
of the nations, and the first happy deliverance from a 
degrading fear : all Heathen religions, as we call them, 
are of this sort, whatsoever names they may bear. 
The Second Religion, which founds itself on reverence 
for what is aroimd us, we denominate the Philosophi- 
cal ; for the philosopher stations himself in the middle, 
and must draw down to him all that is higher, and up 
to him all that is lower, and only in this medium con- 
dition does he merit the title of Wise. Here, as he sur- 
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reys with clear sight his relation to his equals, and 
dierefore to the whole human race ; his relation like- 
wise to all other earthly circumstances and arrange- 
ments necessary or accidentals he alone, in a cosmic 
sense, lives in Truth. But now we have to ^>eak of 
the Third Religion, grounded on reverence for what 
is heneath us : this we name the Christian, as in the 
Christian religion such a temper is with most distinct- 
ness manifested : it is as last step to which mankind 
were fitted and destined to attain. But what a task 
was it, not only to be patimit with the Earth, and let 
it lie beneath us, we appealing to a higher birth-place ; 
but also to recognise humility 6nd poverty, mockery 
and despite, disgrace and wretchedness, suffering and 
death, to recognise these things as divine ; nay, even 
on sin and crime to look not as hindrances, but to ho- 
nour and love them as furtherances, of what is holy. Of' 
this, indeed, we find some traces in all ages : but th;e 
trace is not the goal ; and this being now attained, the 
human species cannot retrograde ; and we may say, 
that the Christian religion having once appeared cannot 
again vanish ; having once assumed its divine shape, 
can be subject to no dissolution," 

<< To which of these religions do you specially ad- 
here ?" inquired Wilhelm. 

** To all the thr^e," replied they : " for in their 
union they produce what may prq)erly be called the 
true religion. Out of those Three Reverences springs 
the highest reverence, reverence for oneself, and those 
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again unfold themselves from this ; so that man attains 
the h^jhest elevation of which he is capable, that of 
being justified in reckcming himself the Best that God 
and Nature have produced ; nay» of being able to con- 
tinue on this lofty emin^ice, without being again by 
sdf-conceit and presumption drawn down from it into 
the vulgar level." 

** Such a confessicm of faith, developed in this man- 
ner, does not repulse me," answered Wilhelm ; ^< it 
agrees with nrach that ime.hears now and then in the 
course of life ; only, you unite what others separate." 
To this they replied : ^' Our confession has already 
been adopted, though unconsciously, by a great part of 
the world." 
^< How, then» and where ?" said Wilhelm« 
" In the Creed I" exclaimed they : << for the first Ar- 
ticle is Ethnic^ and beloia^ to all nati<«8 ; the second, 
Christian, for those struggling with affliction and glo- 
ried in affliction ; the third, in fine, teaches an inspi- 
red Communioik of Saints, that is, of men in the high- 
est degree good and wise. And should not therefm-e 
the Three Diving Persons, under the similitudes and 
names of which lliese llu*eefold doctrines and com- 
mands are promulgated, justly be considered as in the 
highest sense One I" 

" I thank yoi»," said Wilhelm, " for having pleased 
to lay all this before me in such clearness and combi- 
naticm, ^uft before a grown-up perBon> to whom. your 
t^ree modes of feeling are not altogether foreign. And 
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now, when I reflect that you communicate this high 
doctrine to your children, in the first place as a sensi- 
ble sign, then, with some symbolical accompaniment 
attached to it, and at last unfold to them its deepest 
meaning, I cannot but warmly approve of your method." 
•* Right," answered they : " but now we must show 
yon mcH*e, and so convince you the better that your 
son is in no bad hands. This, however, may remain for, 
Ae morrow ; rest and refresh yourself, that you may 
attend us in the mornings as aman satisfied andunim^ 
pededy inta the interior of o«r Sanctuary." 
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4. . ^Ml !!?♦ 



CHAPTER XL 

At the hand of the Eldest, our friend now proceed- 
ed through a stately portal, into a round, or rather oc- 
tagonal hall, so richly decked with pictures^ that it 
struck him with astonishment as he entered. All this, he 
easily conceived, must have a significant import, though 
at the moment he saw not so clearly what it was. 
While about to question his guide on this subject, the 
latter invited him to step forward into a gallery, open 
on the one side, and stretching round a spacious gay 
flowery garden. The wall, however, not the flowers, 
attracted the eyes of the stranger ; it was covered with 
paintings, and Wilhelm could not walk far without ob- 
serving that the Sacred Books of the Israelites had fur- 
nished the materials for these figures. 

" It is here," said the Eldest, " that we teach our 
Fu-st Religion, the religion which, for the sake of bre- 
vity, I named the Ethnic. The spirit of it is to be 
sought for in the history of the world; its outward 
form, in the events of that history. Only in the return 
of similar destinies on whole nations, can it properly be 
apprehended," 

" I observe," said Wilhelm, " you have done the Is- 
raelites the honour to select their history as the ground- 
7 
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work of this delineatioii, or rather, you huFe made it 
the leading object there." 

" As you see," replied the Eldest ; ^* for you wilL 
remark, that on the socles and friezes we have introdu- 
ced another series of transactions and occurrences, not 
so much of a synchronistic, as of a symphronistic kind ; 
since, among all nations, we discover records of a sir 
milar import, and grounded on the same facts. Thus 
you perceive here, while in the main field of the pic* 
ture> Abraham receives a visit from his gods in the 
form of fair youths, Apollo, among the herdsmen of 
Admetus, is painted above on the frieze. From which 
we may learn, that the gods, when they appear to men, 
are commonly unrecognised of them." 

The friends walked on. Wilhelm, for the most part, 
met with well-known objects, but they were here ex- 
hibited in a livelier and more expressive manner than 
he had been used to see them. On some few matters 
he requested explanation, and at last could not help 
returning to his former question : Why the Israelitish 
history had been chosen in preference to all others ? 

The Eldest answered : " Among all Heathen reli- 
gi<ms, for such also is the Israelitish, this has the most 
distinguished advantages ; of which I shall mention only 
a few. At the Ethnic judgment-seat, at the judg- 
ment-seat of the God of Nations, it is not asked Whe- 
ther this is the best, the most excellent nation, but 
whether it lasts, whether it has continued. The Israel- 
itish people never was good for much, as its own lead- 

VOL. IV. K 



yGooQle 



146 WILHELM MEISTRIt'& TRAVELS. 

ersj judges, rulers, prophets, have a thousand times 
reproachfully declared ; it possesses few virtues, and 
most of the faults of other nations : but in cohesion, 
steadfastness, valour, and when all this would not serve, 
in obstinate toughness, it has no match. It is the moat 
perseverant nation in the world : it is, it was, and it 
will be ; to glorify the name of Jehovah, through all 
ages. We have set it up, therefore, as the pattern figure ; 
as tlie main figure, to which the others only serve as a 
frame." 

" It becomes not me to dispute with you," ssud 
Wilhelm, « since you have instruction to impart. Open 
to me, therefore, the other advantages of this people, 
or rather of its history, of its religion." 

" One chief advantage," said the other, " is its ex- 
cellent collection of Sacred Books. These stand so 
happily combined together, that even out of the most 
diverse elements, the feeling of a whole still rises be- 
fore us. They are complete enough to satisfy ; frag- 
mentary enough to excite ; barbarous enough to rouse ; 
tender enough to appease : and for how many other 
contradicting merits might not these Books, might not 
this one Book, be praised I" 

The series of main figures, as well as their relations 
to the smaller which above and below accompanied 
them, gave the guest so much to think of, that he 
scarcely heard the pertinent remarks of his guide ; who, 
by what he said, seemed desirous rather to divert our 
friencrs attention, than to fix it on the paintings. Once, 
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howeTer> the old man saidy on some occasion : << An- 
other advantage of the Israelitish religion, I must here 

mention ; it has not embodied its god in any form ; 
and so has left us at liberty to represent him in a wor- 
thy human shape, and likewise, by way of contrast, to 
designate Idolatry by forms of beasts and monsters," 

Our fiiend had now, in his short wandering through 
this hall, again brought the spirit of universal history 
before his mind ; in regai'd to the events, he had not 
failed to meet with something new. So likewise, by 
the simultaneous presentment of the pictures, by the 
reflections of his guide, many new views had risen on 
him ; and he could not but rejoice in thinking that his 
Felix was, by so dignified a visible representation, to 
seize and appropriate for his whole life those gi-eat, 
significant, and exemplary events, as if they had actu- 
ally been present, and transacted beside him. He came 
at length to regard the exhibition altogether with the 
eyes of the child, and in this point of view it perfectly 
contented him. Thus wandering on, they had now 
reached the gloomy and perplexed periods of the his- 
tory, the destruction of the City and the Temple, the 
murder, exile, slavery of whole masses of this stiff- 
necked people. Its subsequent fortunes were delinea- 
ted in a cunning allegorical way ; a real historical de- 
lineation of them would have lain without the limits of 
true Art. 

At this point, the gallery abniptly terminated in a 
closed door, and Wilhelra was eui-prised to see himself 
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already at the end. << In yonr historical series," said 
he, '^ 1 find a chasm. You have destroyed the Temple 
of Jerusalem, and dispersed the people ; yet you hare 
not introduced the divine Man who taught there short- 
ly before ; to whom, shortly before, they would give no 
ear." 

<< To have done this, as you require it, would have 
been an error. The life of that divine Man, whom you 
allude to, stands in no connexion with the general his- 
tory of the world in his time. It was a private life ; his 
teaching was a teaching for individuals. What has pub- 
licly befallen vast masses of people, and the minor 
parts which compose them, belongs to the general his- 
tory of the world, to the general religion of the world ; 
the religion we have named the First. What inwardly 
befalls individuals, belongs to the Second religion, the 
Philosophical : such a religion was it that Christ taught 
and practised, so long as he went about on Earth. For 
this reason, the external here closes, and I now opert 
to you the internal.'' 

A door went back, and they entered a similar gal- 
lery ; where Wilhelm soon recognised a corresponding 
series of pictures from the New Testament. They 
seemed as if by another hand than the first : all was 
softer ; forms, movements, accompaniments, light, and 
colouring. 

" Here," said the guide, after they had looked over 
a few pictures, " you behold neither actions nor events, 
but Miracles and Similitudes. There is here a new world, 
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n new exterior, different from the former ; and aninte- 
rior, which was altogether wanting there. By Miracles 
and Similitudes, a new world is opened up. Those 
make the common extraordinary, these the extraordi- 
nary common." 

" You will have the goodness," said Wilhelm, << to 
^explain these few words more minut^y ; for, by my 
own light, I cannot." 

<^ They have a natural meaning," said the other, 
^ though a deep one. Examples will bring it out most 
easily and soonest. There is nothing more common and 
^aistomary than eating and drinking ; but it is extraor- 
dinary to transform a drink into another of more noble 
sort ; to multiply a portion of food that it suffice a 
multitude. Nothing is more common than sickness and 
corporeal diseases ; but to remove, to mitigate these by 
spiritual, or spiritual-like means, is extraordinary ; and 
even in this lies the wonder of the Miracle, that the 
common and the extraordinary, the possible and the 
impossible, become one. With the Similitude again, 
with the Parable, the converse is the case : here it is 
the sense, the view, the idea, that forms the high, the 
unattainable, the extraordinary. When this embodies 
itself in a common, customary, comprehensible figure, 
so that it meets us as if alive, present, actual ; so that 
we can seize it, appropriate, retain it, live with it as with 
our equal : this is a second sort of miracle, and is just- 
ly placed beside the first sort ; nay, perhaps preferred 
to it. Here a living doctrine is pronounced, a doctrine 
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which caneause no argument : it is not an opimon about 
what is right and wrong ; it is Right and Wrong them- 
selyes, and indisputably.*' 

This part of llie gallery was shorter ; indeed it form- 
ed but the fourth part of the circuit enclosing ^e in- 
terior court. Yet if in the former part yon merely 
walked along, you here liked to Hnger, you here walk^ 
ed to and fro. The objects were not so striking^ not 
so varied : yet they invited you the more to penetrate 
theif deep Still meaning* Our two friends, according- 
ly, turned round at the end of the space, Wilhelm, at 
the same time, expressing some surprise that these de^ 
lineations went no farth^ than tl^ Supper, ^lan die 
scene where the Master and his Disciples part. He 
inquired for the remaining portion of the history. 

<< In all sorts of instruction," said the Eldeirt;> *< in 
all sorts of communication, we are fond of separating 
whatever it is possible to separate ; for by tins means 
alone can the notion of imp<»tance and peculiar signi- 
ficance arise in the young mind. Actual experitaice of 
itself mingles and mixes all titings togetJii^ t here, ac- 
cordingly, we have entirely disjoined that sublime Man*^ 
life from its termination. In 1^, he i^pean as a true 
I^osopher^et not the exj^ssion stagger you^**^^ 
a wise man in the highest sense. He stands firm to 
his poiht ; he goes on his way inflexibly ; and while 
he exalts the lower to hims^, ndiile he makes the ig- 
norant, the poor, the sick, partakers at his wisdmn, of 
his riches, of his strength, he, on the other hand, in no 
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Wise conceals hk dinae origin ; he dares to equal him- 
self with Gody nay> to declare that he himself is God. 
In this manner is he wont, from yooth upwards, to 
astound his £umliar friends ; of these he gains a part 
to his own cause ; irritates the rest against him ; and 
shows to all meuy who are aiming at a certain dera- 
tion in doctrine and Hfie, what they hare to look for 
from the w<Hid. And thus, for the noble portion of 
mankind, his walk and conversation are even more 
instructive and profitable than his death : for to those 
trials every one is called, to this trial but a few. Now, 
omitting all that results from this consideration, do but 
look at the touching scene of the Last Supper. Here 
the Wise Man, as it ever is, leaves those that are his 
own utterly orphaned behind him ; and while he is 
careful for the Good, he feeds along with them a traitor 
by whom he and the Better are to be destroyed." 

Widi these words the Eldest opened a door ; and 
Wilhelm faltered in surprise, as he found himself again 
in tlie first hall at the entrance. They had, in the 
meanwhile, as he now saw, passed rocmd the whole 
drcuit of the court* ^* I hoped,'* said Wilhelm, ^ you 
were leading me to the conclusion, and you take me 
back to the beginning." 

" For the present," said tlie Eldest, << I can show 
you nothing farther : more we do not lay before our 
pupils, Buire we do not explain to them, than what you 
have now gone through. All that is external, worldly, 
universal, we communicate to each from youth up- 
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wards ; what is more pardcolarly spiritiial and conyer- 
sant with the heart, to those only who grow up with 
some thoughtfuhiess of temper ; and the rest, which is 
opened only once a-year, cannot he imparted save to 
those whom we are sending forth as finished. Tliat 
last Religion which arises from the Reverence of what 
is heneath ns ; that veneration of the contradictory, the 
hated, the avoided, we give each of om* pupils, in small 
portions hy way of outfit, along with him into the 
world, merely that he may know where more is to he 
Jiad, should such a want spring up within him. I in- 
vite you to return hither at the end of a year, to visit 
our general festival, and see how far your son is ad- 
vanced : then shall you he admitted into the Sanctuary 
of Sorrow." 

^' Permit me one question,*' said Wilhelm : " as you 
have set up the life of this divine Man for a pattern 
and example, have you likewise selected his sufferings, 
his death, as a model of exalted patience ?" 

" Undoubtedly we have," replied the Eldest. « Of 
this we make no secret : but we draw a veil over those 
Bufferings, even because we reverence them so highly. 
We hold it a damnable audadty to bring forth that 
torturing Cross, and the Holy One who suffers on it, 
w to expose them to the light of the sun, which hid 
its fece when a reckless world forced such a sight on 
it ; to take these mysterious secrets, in which the di- 
vine depth of Sorrow lies hid, and play with them, 
fondle them, trick them out, and rest not till the most 
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reverend of all solannities appears Tulgar and paltry. 
Let so mnchy for the present, suffice to put your mind 
at peace respecting your son; and to convince yon, 
that on meeting him again, you will find him trained, 
more or less, in one department or another, hut at least 
in a proper way ; and, at aU events, not wavering, per- 
plexed, and unstable." 

Wilhelm still lingered, looking at the pictures in 
this entrance-hall, and wishing to get explanation of 
their meaning. ^' This, too,'* said the Eldest, *^ we 
must still owe you for a twelvemonth. The instruc- 
tion, which, in the interim, we give the children, no 
stranger is allowed to witness : then, however, come 
to us; and you will hear what our best speakers think 
it serviceable to make public on these matters." 

Shortly after this conversation, a knocking was heard 
at the little gate. The Overseer of last night announced 
himself : he had brought out Wilhelm's horse ; and so 
our friend took leave of the Three ; who, as he set out, 
consigned him to the Overseer with these words : 
*< This man is now numbered among the Trusted, and 
thou understan^est what thou hast to tell him in an- 
swer to his questions ; for, doubtless, he still wishes to 
be informed on much that he has seen and heard while 
here : purpose and circumstance are known to thee." 

Wilhelm had, in fact, some questions on his mind ; 
and these he erelong put into words. As they rode 
along they were saluted by the children, as on the pre- 
ceding evening ; but to-day, though rarely, he now and 
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then obsenred a boy who did not pause in his work to 
salute the Overseer, but let him pass unheeded. Wil- 
helm asked ibe cause of this, and what such an excep- 
tion meant. His companion answered : <^ It is full of 
meaning ; fw it is the highest punishment whidi we 
inflict on our p1^>ils ; they are declared unworthy to 
show reverence, and obliged to exhibit themselves as 
rude and uncnltiyated natures : but they do their ut- 
most to get free of this situaticm, and in general adapt 
themselves with great rapidity to any duty. Should a 
young creature, on the other hand, obdurately make 
no attempt at return and amendment, he is then sent 
back to his parents, with a brief but pointed statement 
of his ease. Whoever cannot suit himself to ihe re- 
gulations, must leave the ^strict wh^e tlley are in 
fwce-'* 

Another circumstance excited Wilhelm's cariosity 
to-day, as it had done yesterday : the variety of colom' 
and shape apparent in the dress of the pupils. Hereby 
no gradation could be indicated ; for children who sa- 
luted differently, were sometimes clothed idike ; and 
others agredbg in salutadon, differed in apparel. Wil- 
helm inquired the reason of this seenung contradiction. 
<< It will be exphiined," said the other, << when I tell 
you, that, by this means, we endeavom' to find out the 
children's several characters. With all our general 
strictness and regularity, we allow in this point a cer- 
tain latitude of choice. Within the limits of our own 
stores of cloths and garnitures, the pupils are permit- 
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ted to select what colour they pktse ; and so Kke- 
vfiae within moderate limits, in regard to shape and 
cat Their procedure, in these matters, we accurately 
note ; for hy the colour, we discover their turn of think* 
ing ; by the cut, their torn of acting. However, a de- 
cistre judgment in this is rendered difficult by one 
peculiar property of human nature, by tJie tendency to 
imitate, the bclination to onite with something. It is 
very sddom that a pupil fancies any dress that has not 
been ahready there ; for most part, they select some- 
thing known, something which they see before their 
eyes. Yet this also we find worth obsenring ; by such 
eirtemal circamstances,'they declare themselves of one 
party or a]M>^r ; they imite with this <3(r that ; and 
thta some general features of their chtotcters are indi* 
cated ; we perceive whither eadb tends, what eicample 
he follows. 

<< We have had cases where the dispositions of our 
children verged to generality ; where one finshion threat- 
ened to extend over all ; and any deviation from it to 
dwindle into the state of an exception. Such a turn 
of matters we endeavour softly to stop : we let our 
stores run out ; this and that sort of stuff, this and that 
sort of decoration, is no longer to be had : we in- 
troduce something new and attractive ; by bright co- 
lours and short smart shape, we allure the lively ; by 
grave shadings, by commodious many-folded make, the 
thoughtful ; and thus, by degrees, restore the equili- 
brium. 
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« For to nnifomiy we are altogether disinclined ; it 
conceals the character^ and, more than any other spe- 
cies of distortion, withdraws the peculiarities of chil- 
dren from the eye of their superiors.*' 

Amid this and other conversation, Wilhelm reached 
the border of the Province ; and this at the point, 
where, by the direction of his antiquarian friend, he 
was to leave it, to pursue his next special object. 

At parting, it was now settled with the Overseer, 
that, after the space of a twelvemonth, Wilhelm should 
return, when the grand Triennial Festival was to be 
celebrated; on which occasion all the parents were 
invited ; and finished pupils were sent' forth into the 
tasks of chanceful life. Then, too, so he was ii^orm- 
ed, he might visit at his pleasure all the other Districts ; 
where, on peculiar principles, eadi branch of education 
was communicated and reduced to practice in complete 
isolation, and with every furtherance. 



yGooQle 



WILHELM ll£lST£R'd TRAVELS. 157 



CHAPTER XL 

Hersiliato WUhdm. 

My rained, and to speak it plainly, dear friend, you 
are wrong ; and yet, as acting on yonr own conviction, 
not wrong either. Soothe Nnt^brown Maid is found, 
then; found, seen, spoken to, known, and acknow- 
ledged I And yon tell us farther, that it is impossible 
to wish this strange person, in her own way, any hap* 
pier condition ; or, in her present one, to be of any real 
advantage to her. 

And now you make it a point of conscience not to 
tell ns where that wondrons being lives. This yon 
may settle with yonr own conscience ; bnt to ns it is 
unconscionable. You think to calm Lenardo by assu- 
ring him that she is well. He had said, almost pro* 
mised, that he would content himself with this : bnt 
what will not the passionate promise for others and 
themselves I Know then that the matter is not in the 
least concluded as it yet stands. She is happy, yon tell 
us, happy by her own activity and merit : bnt the youth 
would like to learn the How, the When, and the 
Where ; and, what is worse than this, his sisters too 
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would like to learo. Half a year is gone since your 
departure ; till the end of another half year we cannot 
hope to see you. Could not you, like a shrewd and 
knowing man, contrive to play your eternal Rouge et 
Noir in our neighbourhood ? I have seen people that 
could make the Knight skip over all the chess-board 
without ever lighting tWice on one spot. You should 
learn this feat : your friends would not have to want 
you so long. 

But, to set my good«will to you in the deareet light, 
I now tell yon in confidence, that there are two most 
enchanting creatures on the road ; wheace, I aay iMit, 
nor whither ; described they cannot be, and no eulogy 
will do them justice. A yoimger and an elder lady, 
between whom it always grieves one to make choice ; 
the former so lovely, that all must wish to be loved by 
her ; the latter so attractive, that you must wish to 
live beside her, though she did not love you. I could 
like, with all my hearty to see you hemmed in, for three 
days, between these two Splendonns ; on the morning 
of the fourth, your rigorous yow would stand you in 
excellent stead. 

By way of foretaste, I send you a story, winch, in 
some degree, refers to them ; what of it is true or ficti- 
tious, you can try to learn from themselves. 
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THE MAN OF FIFTY. 

The MajiNT came riding into the court of the man^ 
si<m ; and Hilaria, his niece, was already standing with- 
out to receive him, at the hottom of the stair which led 
op to the iqrartments. Scarcely conld he recognise 
her, for she had grown hoth in stature and beauty. 
She flew to meet him ; he pressed her to his breast 
with the feeling of a fieither. 

To the Baroness, his sister, he was likewise wel- 
come ; and as Hilaria hastily retired to prepare break- 
hsty the Major said, with a joyful air : << For this 
time I can come to the point at once, and say that our 
business is finished. Our brother^ the Chief Marshal, 
has at last conrinced himself that he can neither ma- 
nage fSarmers nor stewards. In his lifetime he makes 
orer the estates to us and our children : the annuity he 
bargains for is high, indeed ; but we can still pay it : 
we gain something for the present ; and for the future 
all. This new arrangement is to be completed forth- 
with. And as I yery soon expect my discharge, I can 
again look forward to an active life, which may secure 
decided advanti^;es to us and ours. We shall calmly 
see our duldren growing up beside us ; and it will de- 
pend on us, on them, to hasten their union." 

<< All this were well,*' said the Baroness, << had not 
I a secret to inform thee of, which I myself discovered 
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first. Hilaria's heart is no longer free : on her side 
thy son has little or nothing to hope for.*' 

« What sayest thou ?" cried the Major. « Is it 
possible ? While we have been taking all pains to set- 
tle economical concerns, does inclination play ns such 
a trick ? Tell me, love, quick tell me, who is it that 
has fettered Hilaria's heart ? Or is it then so bad as 
this ? Is it not, perhaps, some transient impression we 
may hope to efface again ?'* 

<< Thou must think and guess a little first," replied 
the Baroness, and thereby heightened his impatience. 
It had mounted to the utmost pitch, when the entrance 
of Hilaria; with the servants bringing in breakfast, put 
a negative on any quick solution of the riddle. 

The Major himself thought he saw the fair girl with 
other eyes than a little while before. He almost felt 
as if jealous of the happy man, whose image had been, 
able to imprint itself on a soul so lovely. The break- 
fast he could not relish ; and he noticed not that all 
was ordered as he liked to have it, and as he had used 
to wish and require it. 

In this silence and stagnation, HDaria herself almost 
lost her liveliness. The mother felt embarrassed, and 
led her daughter to the harpsichord: but Hilaria's; 
sprightly and expressive playing scarcely extorted any 
approbation from the Major. He wished the breakfast 
and the lovely girl fairly out of the way ; and the Ba- 
roness was at last obliged to resolve on breaking up, 
and proposed to her brother a walk in the garden, 
8 
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No sooner ware they by themselves, than the Major 
pressingly repeated his question ; to which, after a 
pause, his sister answered, smiling : << If thou wonldst 
find the happy man whom she lores, thou hast not for 
to go, he^ quite at hand ; she loves thee /** 

The Major stopped in astonishment, then cried: 
^< It were a most unseasonable jest to trick me into 
such a thought, which, if true, would make me so em- 
barrassed and unhappy. For though I need time to re- 
cover from my amazement, I see at one glance how 
grievously our circumstances would be disturbed by so 
unlooked-for an incident. The only thing that comfcnts 
me is my persuasion that attachments of this sort are 
apparent merely; that a self-deception lurks behind 
them, and that a good true soul will undoubtedly re- 
turn from such mistakes, either by its own strength, 
or at least by a little help from judidous friends." 

" I am not of this opinion," said the Baroness ; " by 
all the symptoms, Hilaria's present feeling is a very 
serious one." 

<< A thing so unnatural I should not have expected 
from so natural a character," replied the Major. 

<< So unnatural it is not, after all," said his sister. 
" I myself recollect having, in my own youth, an at- 
tachment to a man still older than thou. Thou art fifty ; 
not so very great an age for a German, if perhaps other 
livelier nations do fail sooner." 

" But how dost thou support thy conjecture ?" said 
the Major. 

VOL. ^v. L 



yGooQle 



162 WILHELM MEISTER*S TRAVELS. 

" It is no conjecture, it is certmnty. The details 
thou shalt leam by and by," 

Hihu-ia joined them, and the Major felt himself, 
against his will, a second time altered. Her presence 
seemed to him still dearer and more precious than be- 
fore; her manner more affectionate and tender; al- 
ready he began to put some faith in his sister's state- 
ment. The feeling was highly delightful, though he 
neither woxdd permit nor confess this to his mind. Hi- 
kria was, in truth, peculiarly interesting ; her mannex 
blended in closest imion a soft shyness as towards a 
lover, and a trustful frankness as towards an imcle ; 
for she really, and with her whole soul, loved him. 
The garden lay in all the pomp of spring, and the Ma- 
jor, who saw so many old trees again putting on their 
vesture, might also believe in the retm-ning of his own 
spring. And who would not have been tempted to it, 
at the side of this most lovely maiden I 

So passed the day with them ; the various household 
epochs were gone through in high cheeifulness : in the 
evening, after supper, Hilaria returned to her harpsi- 
chord ; the Major listened with other ears than in the 
morning ; one melody winded into another ; one song 
produced a second ; and scarcely could midnight sepa* 
rate the little party. 

On retiring to his room, the Major found everything 
arranged to suit his old habitual conveniences : some 
copperplates, even, which he liked to look at, had been 
sbifted from other apartments ; and his eyes being at 
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last cfmBd^ he taw bmuetf attended to and flattered 
in the most minute particulars. 

A £&w hoars sleep smffieed on ^m occasion : Us 
buoyant spirits aroused him early. But now he soon 
found occasiim to obserye, that a new order of ^lings 
carries many inconveniences along with it. His old 
groom, who ako discharged the fimctions of lackey 
and Talet, he had not cmce reprored dunng mauy 
years ; for all went its usual course in the most rigid 
order ; the horses were dressed^imd the clothes hmsb-* 
edy at the proper moment : but to-day the master had 
risen earlier^ and nothing suited as it used to do. 

Ere long, a new circumstance combined with this to 
ruffle him still farther. At other times all had been 
rig^ty as his servant had prepared it for him : new, 
however, on advancing to the glass, he found himself 
Boi at alias he wished to be. Some grey hairs he could 
not deny ; and of wrinkles also there appears to havA 
been a trace or two. He wiped and powd^ed more 
than usual ; and was fain at last to 1^ matters stand as 
they could. Then, it seemed, th^re were still creases 
in his coat, and still dust on las boots. The 4^d groom 
knew not what to mi^e of this, and was amazed to 
see so altered a master befwe him. 

In spite of all these hind^^nces, the Major got down 
to the gard^i in good time. Hilaria^ whom he hoped 
to find there, he actadly found. She brought him a 
nosegay, and he had not the heart to kiss her as usual, 
and press bar to bis breast. He feH himself in the most 
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delightful einbarrassment, and pelded to his feelings, 
without reflecting whither they might carry him. 

The Baroness soon joined them, and directing her 
brother to a note which had just been brought her by 
a special messenger, she cried : " Thou wilt not guess 
whom this announces to us I" 

" Tell us at once, then," said the Major ; and it now 
appeared that an old theatrical friend was travelling by 
a road not far ojff, and purposing to call for a moment. 
" I am anxious to see him again," said the Major: 
" he is no chicken now ; and I hear he still plays young 
parts." 

" He must be ten years older than thou," replied 
the Baroness. 

" He must," said the Major, " from all that I re- 
member." 

They had not waited long, when a lively, handsome, 
courteous man stept forward to them. Yet the friends 
soon recognised each other; and recollections of all 
sorts enlivened the conversation. They proceeded to 
questions, to answers, to narratives ; they mutually 
made known their present situations, and in a short 
time felt as if they had never been separated. 

Secret history informs us that this person had, in for- 
mer days, being then a very elegant and graceful youth, 
had the good, or bad fortune, to attract the favour of a 
lady of rank ; that, by this means, he had come into 
perplexity and danger ; out of which the Major, at the 
very moment when the saddest fate seemed impending. 
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had happily delivered him. From that lionr he contl- 
naed grateful, to the brother as well as to the sister ; 
fcNT it was she that, by timeful warning, had originated 
their precautions. 

For a while before dinner, the men were left alone. 
Not withont surprise, nay, in some measm«, with 
amazement, had the Major viewed as a whole, and in 
detail, the extericnr condition of his old friend. He 
seemed not in the smallest altered; and it was not 
to be wondered at that he could still appear on the 
stage as an actor of youthful parts. << Thou inspectest 
me more strictly than is fair," said he at last to the 
Major : « I fear thou findest the difference between 
this and bygone times but too great." 

*' Not at all,'* replied the Major ; << on the contrary, 
it fills me with astonishment to find thy look fresher 
and younger than mine ; though I know thou wert a 
finnset man, at the time when I, with the boldness of 
a callow desperado, stood by thee in certain straits." 

" It is thy own fault," replied the other ; « it is the 
iiEmlt of all like thee ; and though you are not to be 
loudly censured for it, you are still to be blamed. You 
think only of the needful ; you wish to be, not to seem. 
This is very well, so long as one is anything. But when, 
at last, Being comes to reccmimend itself by Seeming, 
and this Seeming is found to be even more transient 
than the Being, then every one of you discovers that 
he should not have done amiss, if, in his care for what 
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was iBwardy he had not entirely neglected what was 
outward." 

^ Thou art rights" replied the Majw^ and coidd 
scarcely suppress a sigh. 

<< Peiiiaps not altogether ri^t/' said the aged yeutli ; 
<< for thoHgh in my trade it were unpardonable if one 
did not try to parget np the outward man as long as 
possible, you people need to think of ol&er tbings, 
which are more important and profitable." 

<< Tet there are occasions," said the Major^ ^< whra 
a nan feels fresh internally, and could wish, widi all 
his heart, that he were fresh externally too." 

Aa the stronger could not have the slightest suspickm 
of the Major's real state of mind, he took these words 
in a sdidierly sense ; and copiouriy explained how much 
depended on externals, in the art military, and how the 
officer, who had so much attenti<m to bestow on dress, 
ought apply a litde ako to skin and hair. 

« For example," continued he, << it is indubitable 
that your temples are already grey, that wrinkles are 
h^e and there gathering together, and that your crown 
threatens to grow bald. Now look at me, old fellow as 
I am I See how I have held out I And all this without 
witcharaft ; and witlk far less pains and care than others 
take, di^ affcar day, in spinling, or at least wearyii^ 
Uiemselres." 

The Major foond this accidental ctmversation too 
precious an affiur to think of ending it soon ; hut he 
went to woik softly, and with precaution towards even 
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an old acqwdntance. << Tliis opportnnitjr, ^ks 1 1 htva 
iMty" cried ke ; " aad it is past recalling now : I Hrast 
evon content myself as I am, and yon will not thiok 
worse of me on thai acooont." 

" Lost it is not," said ^ other, « were not yon 
grare gentlemen so stiff and stubborn ; did you not di- 
rectly call one Tain if he thinks about his person, and 
east away from you the hi^ypiness of being in pleasant 
company, and pleasing there yoorsdyes." 

*< If it is not magic,'* smiled the Major, *^ ^bsX you 
people use for kee]»ng yeurselres young, it is at all 
events a secret ; w at least you have areanciy sudi as 
one ofiten Bee» bepraised in newspapers, aad from these 
ymn. pidc out liie best." 

^ Joke or earnest," said ike other, << thou hast spo- 
hm truth. Among the many tMngs that haT« been 
tried lor giving some repair to the eKterior, which oft^i 
fidk frff soon^ than the interior, lii^^e are, in fact, cer- 
tain invalaahle recipes, simple, as w^ as compound ; 
which, as imparted to me by brethren of the craft, pur- 
chased for ready money, or hit upon by chance, I have 
proved and found effectual. By these I now hold fast 
and persevere, yet witiiout abandoning my larther re- 
seardies. So much I may tell thee, and witiiout Ex- 
aggeration : A dresnng-box I carry with me beyond 
all price I A Ina, whose iniuences I could like to try 
on thee, if we chanced any time to be a fc»tnight to- 
ge^r." 

The thought that such a thing was possible, and that 
this poBsibiliity was held o«t to lum so accidentally at 
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the very moment of need, enlivened the spirit of the 
Major to such a degree, that he actually appeared much 
fresher and brisker already : at table, excited by the 
hope of bringing head and face into harmony with his 
heart, and by eagerness to get acquainted with the me- 
thods of doing so, he was quite another man ; he met 
Hilaria^s graceful attentions with alacrity of soul, and 
even looked at her with a certain confidence, which in 
the morning he was far from feeling. 

If the dramatic stranger had contrived, by many re- 
collections, stories, and happy hits, to keep up the 
cheerful humour once excited, he so much the more 
alarmed the Major, on signifying, when the cloth was 
removed, that he must now think of setting forth and 
continuing his journey. By every scheme in ids power, 
the Major strove to facilitate his friend's stay, at least 
for the night ; he pressingly engaged to have horses 
and relays in readiness next morning ; in a word, the 
healing toilette was absolutely not to get out of the 
premises, till once he had obtained more light on its 
contents and use. 

The Major saw very well that here no time must be 
lost : he accordingly endeavoiu'ed, soon after dinner, 
to take his old favourite aside, and speak with him in 
private. Not having the heart to proceed directly to the 
point, he steered towards it afar oflf ; and, taking up the 
former conversation, signified ; That he, for his part, 
would willingly bestow more care on his exterior, were 
it not that people, the moment they observed a man 
making such an attempt, marked him down for vain ; 
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Slid SO deducted from him in regard to moral eflteem, 
what they felt obliged to yield him in regard to sen-* 
nUe. 

<< Do not yes me with such phrases I*' said his friend : 
<' these are words to which society has got accustomed, 
without attaching any meaning to them ; or if we take 
it up more strictly, by which it indicates its unfriendly 
and spiteful nature. If thou consider it rightly, what, 
affcer all, is this same yanity they make so much ado 
about ? Eyery man should feel some pleasure in him- 
self, and happy he who feels it- But if he does feel it, 
how can he help letting others notice it ? How shall 
he hide, in the midst of life, that it giyes him joy to be 
aliye ? If good society, and I mean this exolusiyely 
here, only blamed such indications when they became 
too yiolent ; when the joy of one man oyer his exist- 
ence hindered others to haye joy and to show it oyer 
theirs, it were good and well ; and from this excess 
the censure has, in feet, originally sprung. But what 
are we to make of that strange, prim, abnegating ri- 
gour against a thing which cannot be ayoided ? Why 
should not a display of feeling on the part of others 
be considered innocent and tolerable, which, more or 
less, we from time to time allow ourselyes ? For it is 
the pleasure one has in himself, the desire to commu- 
nicate this consciousness of his to others, that makes a 
man agreeable ; the feeling of his own grace that makes 
him gracefrd. Would to Heayen all men were yain I 
that is, were yain with clear perception, with modera- 
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iion, and in a proper tense ; we dieiild then, in the cul- 
tivated world, have happy times of it. Women, it is 
told us, are yain from the yery cradle ; yet does it not 
beomne them, do they not please ns ^e more ? How 
can a youth form himself if he is not vain ? An empty, 
hollow nature, wOl, hy this means, at least contrive to 
give itself an outward show ; and a proper man will 
soon train himself from ihe outside inwards. As to my 
own share, I have reaaon to consider myself in this 
pomt, a most ha^^y man ; for my trade justifies me in 
being rain ; and the yainer I am, the more aatis&ction 
I give. I am praised vHiere others are blamed ; and 
haye sdll, in this very way, the haj^iness and the right 
to gratify and charm the public, at an age when others 
are constrained to retire fr^m the scene, or linger on it 
only with disgrace." 

The Major heard with no great joy the issue of these 
reflections. The little word yanity, aa he pronounced 
it, had been meant to serye as a transition, for enabling 
him to introduce with some propriety the statement of 
his own wish. But now he was afraid, if thehr dialogue 
proceeded thus, he should be led still farther from his 
aim ; so he hastened to the point directly. 

*< For my own part," said he^ <' I should by no means 
disincline to enlist under thy flag, «nce thou still bold- 
est it to be in time, and thinkest I might yet in some 
degree make up for what is lost: Impart to me some- 
what of thy tictures, pomades, and balsams ; and I will 
make a trial of them." 
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<< Imparting/' said the other, << is a harder task than 
you suppose. Here, for example, it were still to small 
purpose' that I poured thee out some liquors from my 
phials, and left the half of the hest ingredients in my 
tmlette : the appliance is the hardest. You cannot, on 
the instant, appropriate what is given you : how this 
and that suit together, under what circumstances, in 
what sequence things are to he used ; aH this requires 
practice and study ; nay, study and practice themselves 
will scarcely profit, if one hring not to the business a 
natural genius fcnr it.'* 

<< Thou art now, it seems, for drawing back," said 
the Major. << Thou raisest difficulties when I would 
have thy truly somewhat fabulous assertions rendered 
certain. Thou hast no mind to let me try thy words 
by the test of action." 

^< By such banterings, my friend," replied the other, 
<< thou wouldst not prevail on me to gratify thy wish ; if 
it were, not that I entertain such affection for thee, and 
indeed first made the proposal myself. Besides, if we 
consider it, man has quite a peculiar pleasure in making 
Pl*oselytes ; in bringing what he values in himself into 
view also without himself on others ; causing others to 
enjoy what he enjoys ; finding in others his own like- 
ness, represented, and reflected back to him. In sooth, 
if tins is selfishness, it is of the most laudable and love- 
able sort ; that selfishness which has made us men, and 
ke^ us so. From this universal feeling, then, apart 
fh)m my friendship to thee, I shall be happy in having 
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such a scholar in the great youth-renewmg art. But, 
as from a master it may he expected that he shall pro- 
duce no hotcher hy his training, I confess myself a lit- 
tle at a loss how to set about it. I told thee already 
that neither recipes nor instructions would avail : the 
practice cannot be taught by universal rules. For thy 
sake, and from the wish to propagate my doctrine, I 
am ready to make any sacrifice. The greatest in my 
power for the present moment I will now propose to 
thee. I shall leave my servant here ; a sort of waiting- 
man and conjuror, who, if he does not imderstand pre- 
paring everything, if he has not yet been initiated into 
all the mysteries, can apply my preparations perfectly ; 
and in the first stage of the attempt will be of great use 
to thee, till once thou have worked thy way so hx into 
the art, that I may reveal to thee the higher secrets 
also." 

" How I" cried the Major : " Thou hast stages and 
degrees in thy art of making young ? Thou hast secrets 
even for the initiated ?" 

" No doubt of it r* replied the other. « That were 
but a sorry art which could be comprehended all at 
once ; the last point of which could be seen by one just 
entering its precincts.*' 

Without loss of time, the waiting-man was formally 
consigned to the Major, who engaged to treat him hand- 
somely. The Baroness was called on for drawers, box- 
es, glasses, to what purpose she knew not : the parti- 
tion of the toilette store went forward ; the friends kept 
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together in a gay and gpriglAly mood till after niglit- 
fall. At moonrise, some time later, the guest Uxjk his 
leave, promising ere long to return. 

The Major reached his diambOT pretty much ia* 
tigued. He had risen early, had not spared himself 
throughout the day, and now hoped very soon to get 
to bed. But here, instead of one servant, he found two. 
The old groom, in his old way, rapidly undressed him ; 
but now the waiting-man stept forth and signified, that 
for appliances of a renovating and cosmetic nature, the 
peculiar season was night ; that so their effects, assist^ 
ed by a peaceful sleep, might be stronger and safer. 
The Major was obliged to content himself, and let his 
head be anointed, his hce painted, his eye-ln'ows pen- 
cilled, and his lips tipt with salve. Besides aU this, 
there were various ceremonies still required : nay, the 
very night-cap was not to be put on immediately, not 
till a net, or even a fine leather cap, had been drawn 
on next the head. 

The Major laid himself in bed with a sort of implea- 
sant feeling ; which, however, he had no time to inves- 
tigate the nature of, as he very soon fell asleep. But 
if we might speak with his spirit, we should say he felt 
himself a little mummy-like, somewhat between a sick 
man and a man embalmed. Yet the sweet image of 
Hilaria, encircled with the gayest hopes, soon led him 
into a refreshing sleep. 

In the morning, at the proper hour, the groom was 
ready in his place. All that pertained to his master's 
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e4pii^meiit lay in wonted order on the chairs ; and the 
Migor was just on the point of rising, when the new 
attendant entered, and strongly protested against any 
such precipitation. He mnst rest, he mnst wut, if their 
enterprise was to prosper, if they were to he rewarded 
for their pains and labour. The Major now learned 
that he had to rise by and by, to take a slight break- 
fast, and then go into a bath, which was already pre- 
pared for him. The regulations were inflexiUe; they 
required a strict obsenrance ; and some hours passed 
away under these occupations. 

The Major abridged the resting-time after his bath, 
and thought to get his dodies about him ; for he was 
by nature expeditious, and at present he Icmged to see 
Hilaria : but in this point also his new senrant thwarted 
him ; and signified, that in all cases he must drop the 
thought of being in a hurry. Whatever he did, it i^- 
peered, must be dime leisurely and pleasureably ; but 
the time of dressing was especially to be conodered as 
a cheerful hour foe conrersation with onesdif. 

The valet's manner of proceeding completely agreed 
with his words. But, in return, the Major, when, on 
stepping forward to the glass, he saw himself trimmed 
out in the neatest fashion, really thought that he was 
better dressed than formerly. Without many wiKrds, the 
conjurer had changed the very uniform into a new^ 
cut, having spent the night in working at it. An i^pa- 
rently so quick rejuvenescence put ihb Major in his 
liveliest mood ; so that be Mt himself as if renovated 
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bolk witboat aad withiDy «id haslcBed with inqpalient 
loogii^ to bis friendB« 

He fonnd his giater engaged in loddng at the pedi- 
gree> which she had caused to he hong up ; the ccmTer- 
sation last night haying turned on some collateral rel»- 
tioDs, nmnairied persons, or resident in foreign conn* 
trie^ or entirely gone oat of sight, from all of whom 
the Baroness and her brother had more or less hope of 
heritages for themselves or their fkmiUes* They con- 
yersed a while on these matters, without mentioning 
the circumstance that all their economical cares and 
exertions had hitherto been sdely directed to thdr chil- 
dren. By Hilaria's attachment the whole of this pros- 
pect had altered ; yet neither the Mijor nor his sister 
could summon courage to mention it farther, at this 
moment. 

The Baroness left the room ; the Major was stuui- 
ing alone before this laconic history of his family; 
Hilana stept in to him ; she leant herself on him in a 
kind childlike way, looked at the parchment, and asked 
him whom of all these he had known, and who of them 
were stall left and Hying. 

The Major began his delineation with the oldest, of 
whom any dim recollection remained with him from 
chUdhood. Then he proceeded farther; painted the 
characters of several fathers, the likeness or unlikeness 
of their children to them ; remarked that the grandfa* 
ther often re-appeared in the grandson ; spoke, by the 
way» of the influence of certain women, wedded out of 
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stranga' femilies^ and sometimes cbanging the diarac- 
ter of whole branches. He eulogised the yirtae of 
many an ancestor and relative, nor did he hide their 
failings. Such as had brought shame on their lineage 
he passed in silence. At length he reached the lowest 
lines. Here stood his brother, the Chief-Marshal, him- 
self, and his sister, and beneath him his son with Hila- 
ria at his side. 

<< These two look each other straight enough in the 
hcey* said the Major ; not adding wbaX he thought of 
the matter in his heart. 

After a pause Hilaria answered, in a meek small tone, 
and almost with a sigh : << Yet those, surely, are not to 
blame who look upwards." A^ the same time she 
looked up to him with a pair of eyes, out of which her 
whole lore was speaking. 

<< Do I understand thee rightly?" said the Major, 
turning round to her. 

^^ I can say nothing," answered she, with a smile, 
" which you do not know already." 

<< Thou makest me the happiest man under the suo," 
cried he, and fell at her feet. « WOt thou be mine ?** 

" For Heaven's sake rise I I am thine for ever." 

The Baroness entered. Though not surprised, she 
rather hesitated. " If it be wrong, sister," said the 
Major, « the blame is thine : if it be right, we will 
thank thee for ever." 

The Baroness from youth upwards had so loved her 
brother, that she preferred him to all men ; and perhaps 
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Hilaria*» attachment itself liad, if not arisen ^m this 
sisterly partiality, at least been cherished by it. All 
three now otlited in one love, in one delight ; and thus 
the happiest hours fiew oyer them. Yet at last their 
eyes re-opened to the world around them likewise ; 
and this rarely stands in unison with such emotions. 

They now again bethought them of the son. For 
him Hilaria had been destined ; this he himself well 
kneiw^. Directly after finishing tb^ business with the 
Chief-Marshal, the Major had appointed hiis son to 
expect him in the garrison, that they might settle 
everything together, and conduct these purposes to a 
happy issue. 3ut now, by an unexpected, occurrence, 
the "vrhole state of matters had been thrown out of joint ; 
the circumstances, which before plied into one another 
so kmdly, now seemed to be assuming a hostile aspect ; 
and it was not easy to foresee what turn the afiair 
would take, what temper would seize the individuals 
concerned in it. 

Meanwhile the Majdr was obliged to resolve dn visit- 
ing his son, to whoin he had already announced himself. 
Not without reluctance, not without singular forecast- 
ingS) not without pain at even for a short time leaving 
HUaria, he at lafilt, after much lingering, took the road ; 
and leaving groom and hbrses behind him, proceeded 
with his cosmetic valet, who had now become an indis- 
pensable appendage, towards the town where hisi son 
reinded. 

Both saluted and eitibraced each other cordially, after 
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go long a separation. They had much to communicate ; 
yet they did not just conmience with what lay nearest 
their hearts. The son went into copious talk about his 
hopes of speedy advancement ; in return for which the 
iJBther gave him precise accounts of what had been dis- 
cussed and determined between the elder members of 
the family, both in regard to fortune in general, to the 
individual estates, and everything pertaining them. 

The conversation was in some degree beginning 
to flag, when the son took heart, and said to his fa- 
ther, with a smile : ^' You treat me very tenderly, 
dear father, and I thank you for it. You tell me of 
properties and fortune, and mention not the terms under 
which, at least in part, they are to be mine : you keep 
back the name of Hilaria ; you expect that I should 
bring it forth, that I should express my desire to be 
speedily united with that amiable maiden." 

At these words, the Major felt himself in great per- 
plexity : but as, partly by nature, partly by old habit, 
it was his way to collect the purpose of the man he had 
to treat with before stating his own, he now said no- 
thing, and looked at the son with an ambiguous smile. 
<< You will not guess, fieither, what I have to say," con- 
tinued the Lieutenant ; " I will speak it out briefly, and 
once for all. I can depend on your affection, which^ 
amid such manifold care for me, has doubtless an eye to 
my true happiness as well as my fortune. Some time or 
other it must be said ; be it said then even now : Hila- 
ria cannot make me happy ! I think of Hilaria as of a 
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loydy rektiTey towards wfaoml wo«ld live all my days 
with the friendliest feelings ; but ano^er has awaken- 
ed my affection, another has bound my heart. The 
attachment is irresistible ; you will not make me miser- 
abW 

Not without effort did the Major conceal the cheer- 
fulness which was rising over his face ; and in a tone 
of mild seriousness inquire of the son : Who the per- 
son was that had so entbely subdued him ? — << You 
must see her yourself, father," said the other ; << fnr 
she can as little be described as comprehended. I haTe 
but <Mie fear ; that you yourself will be led away by 
her, like every one that approaches her. By Heaven, 
it will be so ; and I shall see you the rival of your 
sonr 

<< But who is she then ?" inquired the Major. << If 
it is not in thy power to delineate her personal chamc- 
teristics, tell me at least of her outward drcumstances ; 
these at least may be described." 

<< Well, then,- father," replied the s<ni : << and yet 
diese outward circumiBtances too would be different in 
a different person, would act otherwise on another. 
She is a young widow, heiress of an old rich man late- 
ly deceased ; independent, and well meriting to be so: 
ac<piainted with many, loved by just as many, courted 
by just as many ; yet, if I mistake not very greatly, in 
her heart wholly mine." 

With joyful vivacity, as the father kept silence, and 
gave no sign of disapproval, the son proceeded to der 
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scHbe liie oondact of tlie fwt ^dow towards ham ; uAd 
of her i^-cobqvetii^ grace ; recounted tone by one her 
tender Expressions of fsvmxr ; in which the father truly 
coidd see not^ig but the light fHetadliness of a univer- 
sally courted woman, who among so many may indeisd 
prefet some one, yet without on that account entirely 
deciding for him. Under any oAer eircumstanoes he 
would doubtless have endearouied to wani a son, nay 
even a friend, of the self-deception whith might pro- 
bubly enough be at work here : but in the present case 
lie himself was so. anxious foi" his son's being right, for 
Ae fair widow's really loving him, w^d as soon as pos- 
stUe dedding in his favour, that he either felt no scruple 
^ this s6it, or bAdab^d any such frem his mihd^ per- 
haps even only concealed it. 

<< Tliou placest me in great perpbxity," begah the 
Mbety after some pause. << The whole arnu^ipnnent 
between the surviving members <^ our £unily depends 
on the imderstanding that thou wed Hilariai If she 
wed a strimgOT, the whole ftdr, careful combination of 
a fine fortune hlh to the ground again, and thou thy^ 
self art not too well provided for. There is eertaaly 
iiSHylh^ way still, but bne whidi sounds rainier Strang 
and My #hich thou wouldst gain very litlie : I, in m)^ 
bM days, might w^d Hilaiia ; a plan whidi omdd- hard- 
ly give theie any i^ery high sdtkfaction." 

<< The highest in the world !" exclaihibd the Lieu* 
tenant : << for who <San foel a true attiohment, who 
ean enjoy or anticipate the happinesb of love, without 
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wishing every friend, every one whom he yaluet^ the 
Mke anpreme felicity ! You ere nol old, father ; and 
how lovely is Hilaria I Even the transient thought of 
offering her yonr hand bespeaks a youthful heart, an 
unimpaired spirit. Let us take up this thought, this pro? 
jeet, on the spot, and consider and investigate it tho* 
roughly. My own hi^piness would be compete, if I 
knew you happy : I could then rejoice in good earnest, 
that the care yon bad bestowed on my destiny was 
repaid om your own by so fair and high a recompense, 
I can xukw with confidence and frankness, and true 
openness of heart, conduct you to my friir (me. You 
will approve of my feelings, since you yourself feel: 
you will not impede the happiness of your son, smce 
you are advancing to your own happineevs/' 

Widi these, and other importunate words, the Lieu* 
. tenant repressed many a scruple which his father was 
for introducing ; left him no time to calculate^ but hur- 
ried off with him to the fair widow ; whom they farpnd 
in a commodious and splendid house, with a select 
rathtf than numerous party, all engaged in cheerfril 
conversation. She was one of those female souk whom 
no man can escape. With incredible address she con<* 
trived to make our Mi^or the hero of this evenii^g^ 
The rest of the party seemed to be her family ; the 
Major alone was her guest. His circumstances she 
already knew very well ; yet she had the skill to ask 
about them, as if she were wishing, now at last, to get 
ri^ information on the subject from himself; and so^ 
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Hkewise, every individiial of the company was made to 
show some interest in the stranger. One must have 
known his brother, & second his estates, a third s<»ne- 
tMng eke concerned with him ; so that the Major, in 
the midst of a lively conversaticm, still felt himself to 
be the centre. McH'eover, he was sitting next the hk 
one ; her eyes were on him, her smile was directed to 
him ; in a word, he felt himi^ so comfortable, that 
he almost forgot the cause which had brought him. 
She herself scarcely ever mentioned his son, thongfa 
the young man took a keen share in 1^ conversation : 
it seemed as if in her eyes, he, like all the rest, was 
present only on his father's account. 

The guests strolled up and down the rooms, and 
grouped themselves into accidental knots. The lieu- 
tenant stept up to his fair one, and asked : << What say 
you to my father ?" 

With a smile she replied : << Methinks you mi^ 
well take him as a pattern. Do but look how neatly 
he is dressed ! If his manner and bearing are not bet- 
ter than his gentle son's I" And thus she continued 
to cry up and praise the fiather at the son's expoise ; 
awakening, by this means, a very mixed feeling of con- 
tentment and jealousy in the young man's heart. 

Ere long the Lieutenant came in contact with his 
fiather, and recounted all this to him. It made the 
Major's manner to his fair hostess so much the more 
fHendly ; and she, on her side, began to treat him on 
a more lively and trustful footing. In short, we may 
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aay thai, when the company hrdce up, the Major, at 
well as the rest, already belonged to her, and to her 
circle. 

A heavy rain prevented the guests from returning 
home as they had come. Some coaches drove up, into 
wiiich the walkers arranged themselves ; only the Lieu- 
tenant, under the pretext that the carriage was already 
too crowded, let his fa^er drive away, and staid be- 
hind. 

Hie Mi^or, on entering his apartment, feh actually 
confused and giddy in mind ; uncertain of himself ; as 
is llie case with us, on passing rapidly from one state to 
the opposite. Tlie land still seems in motion, to a man 
who steps from shipboard ; and the light stiU quivers 
in the eye of him who comes at once into darkness. 
So did the Major still feel himself encircled with the 
presence of that fiedr being. He wished still to see, to 
hear her, again to see, again to hear her ; and after 
some consideration he forgave his son ; nay, he thought 
him happy that he might pretend to the appropriation 
of such loveliness. 

From these feelings he was roused by the Lieute- 
nant, . who, with lively expressions of rapture, rushed 
into the room ; embraced his father, and exclaimed : 
« I am ^e happiest man in the world I" After several 
more of such preliminary phrases, the two at last came 
to an explanation. The father remarked, that the fair 
lady in conversing with him had not mentioned the 
son, or hinted at him by a single syllable. — " That is 
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just lier Boft, sUent^ half-concealingv baH-diseoveiing 
way ; by which you become certsdn of your wishes 
and yet can never altogether get rid of doubt. So was 
she wont to treat me hitherto ; but your presence, fa- 
ther, has done wonders. I confess it, I staid behind? 
that I might see her one moment longer. I found her 
walking to i^id fro in her still shining rooms ; for I 
know it is her custom, when the company is gone, no 
light must be extinguished. She walks alone up and 
down in her magic halls, when the spirits are dismiss- 
ed, which she had summoned thither. She accepted 
the pretext, under cover of which I came back. She 
spoke with kind grace, though of indifferent matters. 
We walked to and fro throogh the open do<N», along 
the whole suite of chambers. We had wand^^d seve- 
ral times to the end, into the little cabinet, which is 
lighted only by a dim lamp. If she was beautiful while 
moving under the blaze of the lustres, she was infinite- 
ly more so when illuminated by the soft gleam of the 
lamp. We had again reached the cabinet ; and, in turn- 
ing, we paused for an instant. I know not what it was 
that forced this audacity on me ; I know not how I 
could venture, in the midst of the most ordinary con- 
versation, all at onco to seize her hand, to kiss Uiat 
soft hand, and to press it to my heart. It was not 
drawn away. ^ Heavenly creature I' cried I, ^ conceal 
thyself no longer from me. If in this fair heart dwells 
favour f<M* the happy man who stands before thee, dis- 
close it, confess it I The present is the best, the high- 
est time. Banish me, or take me to thy arms !* 
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<^ I know not whfti all I said^ what I lookad and ex- 
pifiBsed. Slie withdrew not» she reaisted not, she aa- 
Bwerod not. I yentaied to c^asp hear m my anns, to 
ask her if she would be mine. I kiaaed her with rap- 
tme ; she pushed me away : < Well, yes^ then ; yes 1' 
or some such words, said she, in a fiednt tone> and as if 
embarrassed. I retu*ed, and cried, I will send my &• 
ther ; he shall speak for me. < Not a word to him of 
this r replied she, following me some steps. <Go away ; 
forget what has happened.' " 

What the Mi^ thought, we shall not attempt to 
unfold. He said, however, to his son : << What is to 
be done now, thinkest thou ? To my mind, the a£yr 
is, by acddent, so well introduced, that we may now 
go to work a little more formally ; that perhaps it were 
well if I called there to-morrow, and proposed in thy 



« For Heaven's sake, no, fiither I" cried the son : 
<< it would spoil the whole business. That look, that 
tone, must be disturbed and deranged by no formality* 
It is enough, fEither, that your presence accelerates this 
union, without your uttering a word on the subject. 
Yes, it is to you that I owe my happiness I The re- 
spect which my loved one entertains for you, has con- 
quered every scruple ; and nev^ would your son have 
found so good a moment, had not his father prepared 
it for him." 

These, and such disclosures, occupied them till far 
in the night. They mutually settled their phins : the 
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Major, simply for fcmn's sake, was to make a parting 
call, and then set out to arrange his marring with Hi- 
laria ; the son was to forward and accelerate his, as he 
should find it possible. 



Hersilia's Postscript. 

Here I break off, partly because I can write no 
more at present, bat partly also to fix a th<Hm in your 
heart. Now, answer the question for yourself: How 
strangely, from all that you have read, must matters 
stand with these ladies at present I Till now, they 
had no mutual relation to each other ; they were stran- 
gers, though each seemed to have the prospect of a 
marriage which was to approximate them. And now 
we find them in company, but by themselves, williout 
male attendance, and wandering over the world. What 
can have passed, what can be to follow ? You, my 
worthy sir, will doubtless get quit of the difficulty, by 
mournfully exclaiming to yourself : << Tliese, also, are 
Renunciants I" And here you are perfectly right : but 
Expectants, too ? This I durst not discover, even if I 
knew it. 

To show you the way how this amiable pair may 
be met with on your wandering, I adopt a singular 
expedient. You herewith receive a little clipping of 
a map : when you lay this in its place on the full 
map of the country, the magnetic needle painted here 
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will p<Hnt with its barb to the spot whither the Desi- 
rable are moying. This riddle is not so very hard to 
read : but I could wish that, from time to time> you 
would do the like for us, and send a little snip of 
chart over hither ; we should then, in some measure, 
understand to what quarter our thoughts were to be 
directed ; and how glad should we be, if the needle 
were at last attracted by ourselves. May all good be 
gi^en you, and all errors forgiven I 



It is said of women that they cannot send away a 
letter without tadcmg postscripts to the end of it 
Whatever inferences you may draw from the facty I 
cannot deny that this is my sec<md postscript, and the 
place, after all, where I am to tell you the flowor of the 
whole matter. This arrow-shaft, on the little patch of 
map, Hilaria herself was at the pains to draw, and to 
decorate with such dainty plumage : the sharp point, 
however, was the fiiir Widow's work. Have a care that 
it do not scratch, or perhaps pierce you. Our bargain 
is, that whenever you meet, be this where it may, you 
are forthwith to present the small shred oi paper, and 
so be the sooner and more heartily admitted into trust. 
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A WOBP FBOM THE EDITOR. 

That a certain deficiency, perhaps discernible in the 
parts, certainly discernible here and there in the wholes 
cannot henceforth be avoided, we ourselves take cou- 
rage to forewarn the reader, without fearing thereby 
to thwart his enjoyment. In the present task, under- 
taken truly with forethought and good heart, we still 
meet with all the inconveniences which have delayed 
the publication of these little volumes for twenty years. 
This period has altered nothing for the better. We still 
find ourselves in more than one way impeded ; at this 
or that place, threatened with one obstruction or an- 
other. For we have to solve the uncertain problem of 
selecting from ^ose most multifarions papers, what is 
worthiest and most important, so that it be grateful to 
thinking and cidtivated minds, and refresh and forward 
them in many a province of life. Now here are the 
Journals, more or less complete, lying before us ; some- 
times communicable without scruple ; sometimes, again, 
by reason of their unimportant, and likewise of their 
too important contents, seemingly unfit for insertion. 

There are not even wanting sections devoted to the 
actual world ; on statistic, technical, and other practi- 
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cal elterttal subjects. Tb eut these off as incongraous, 
we do not determine without reluctance ; as life and 
inclination, kiiowledge and passion, strangely combi- 
ning together, go on ha*e in the straitest union. 

Then we come on sketches written with clear views 
and for glorious objects ; but not so consequent and 
deep-searching, that we can fully approve of them, or 
suppose, that in this new and so hr advanced time, 
they could be readable and influential. 

So likewise we ftdl in with little anecdotes, destitute 
of connexion, difficult to arrange under heads ; some 
of them, when closely examined, not altogether unob- 
jectionable. Here and there we discover more com- 
plete narratives, several of which, though already 
known to the world, nevertheless demand a place here, 
and at the same time require exposition and conclu- 
uon. Of poems also, there is no want ; and yet it is 
not always easy, not always possible, to decide where 
they should be introduced, with best regard to the pre- 
serving and assisting of their true tone, which is but 
too easily disturbed and overturned. If we are not, 
therefore, as we have too often done in bygone years, 
again to stop in the middle of this business, nothing 
will remain for us but to impart what we possess, to 
give out what has been preserved. Some Chapters, ac- 
c<Nrding^y, the completion of which might have been 
de«rable, we now offer in their first hurried form ; 
that so the reader may not only feel the existence here, 
but also be informed what this want is, and complete 
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ill his own mind whatever, partly from the nature of 
the object, partly from the intervening circamstancesy 
cannot be presented to him perfectly completed in it- 
self, or fnmished with all its requisite accompani- 
ments. 
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CHAPTER XIL 



The proposed riddle raised some scnqiles in Wilhe Im's 
mind ; yet, ere long, he began to feel a still attract 
tion in the matter, an impulse of longmg to reach that 
app<Hnted line^ and follow its direction ; as, indeed, we 
are wont to seise with ea^p^rness any specific object 
that excites otir imi^nation, our active faculties, and 
to wish that we might accomplish it and partake of it. 

A child that, in asking alms of us, puts into our 
hand a card with fire Lottery Numbers written on it, 
we do iK>t lightly torn away unsaved ; and it depends 
on the moment, especially if it be shortly before the 
drawing, wheth^ we shall not, with accid^itally sti- 
mnlated hope, quite against our usual custom, stake 
heavy shares upon these very numbers. 

The wanderer now tried on a large map the little 
fingment u^iich had been sMit him ; and stood surpri- 
sed, amazed, afi&ighted, as he saw the needle pointing 
straight to Mignon's native place, to the houses where 
she had lived. What his peculiar feelings wer^ we do 
not find decbred : but whoever can bring back to me*^ 
mory the end of ^e Apprentkeskip^ will in his own 
heart and mind, without difficulty, call forth the Hke^ 
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Tie chief cause, however, why we meet with scan- 
tier records of this excursion than we could have wish- 
ed, may prohahly he this : that Wilhehn chanced to 
fall in with a young lively companion of his journey, 
hy means of whom, it hecame easy to retain for him- 
self and his friends a vivid and strong remembrance of 
this pious pilgrimage, without any aid of writing. Un- 
expectedly he finds himself beside a Painter ; one of 
thaik diss of persons wfaimi we often see wandering 
abent the world, and still oftener figurmg in Romances 
and Dramas ; but in this ease, an individual who show- 
ed himself at once to be really a distinguished artist. 
The two very soon got acquainted ; mutually commu- 
nicated their desires, projects, purposes. And now it 
appears that this skilful artist^ who delights in painting 
aquatical landscapes, and can decorate his pieces with 
rich, w^-imagined, well-«tecuted additions and' ac- 
compamments, has been pasmonately attracted by Mig« 
non*s form, destiny, and being. He has often painted 
her already, and is now going forth to copy from nature 
the scenes trhere she passed her early years ; amid lliefiie 
to represent the dear dbild, in happy and unhappy dr- 
cutnitances and moments ; and thus to make her image, 
which lives in all tender hearts, present also td ilie sense 
of the eye. 

Tlie friends soon reach l^e LacO Maggi^re ; Wil- 
helkh endeavours, by degrees, to find out the places in- 
dicated; Rural palaces, spacious monasteries, ferries 
and bays, capes and landings, are visited ; nor are th« 

6 
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dwelUngs of courageous and kind-hearted fishermen 
forgotten ; or the cheerfuUy-huilt villages along the 
shore, or the gay mansions on the neighbouring heights. 
All this the Artist can seize ; to all of it commimicate, 
by light and colouring, the feeling suitable for each 
scene ; so that Wilhelm passes his days and his hours 
in heart-searching emotion. 

In several of the leaves, stood Mignon represented 
on the foreground, as she had looked and lived ; Wil- 
helm striving, by correct description, to assist the hap- 
py imagination of his friend, and reduce these general 
conceptions within the stricter limits of individuality. 

And thus you might see the Boy-girl, set forth in 
various attitudes and manifold expression. Beneath the 
k^ portal of the splendid Country-house she is stand-, 
ing, thoughtfully contemplating the Marble Figures 
in the Hall. Here she rocks herself, plashing to and 
fro among the waters, in the &stened boat ; there she. 
climbs the mast, and shows herself as a fearless sailor. 

But, distinguished beyond all the other pictures, was 
one which the Artist, on his journey hither, and prior to 
his meeting with Wilhelm, had combined atid painted 
with all its characteristic features. In the heart of the 
rude Mountains, shines the graceful seeming-boy, en- 
drcled with toppling cliffs, besprayed with cataracts, 
in the middle of a motley horde. Never, perhaps, was 
a grim, precipitous, primeval mountain-pass more 
beautifully or expressively relieved with living figures. 
The party-coloured, gipsey-looking group, at once rude 

VOL. IV. N 
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and fantastic, strange and common, too loose to cause 
fear, too singular to awaken confidence. Stout beasts 
of burden- are bearing along, now over paths made of 
trees, now down by st^ hewn in the rock, a tawdry 
chaotic heap of luggage, round which all the instru- 
ments of a deafening music hang dangling to and fro, 
to affiight the ear from time to time with rude tones* 
Amid all this, the lovely child, self-collected without 
defiance, indignant without resistance, led but not 
dragged. Who would not have looked with pleasure 
at this singular and impressive picture? Givoi in strong 
characters, frowned the stern obstruction of th^e roek 
masses, riven asunder by glocnny chasms, towered np 
together, threatening to hinder all outgate, had not a 
bold bridge betokened the possibility of again coming 
into union with the rest of the world* Nw had the 
Artist, with his quick feeling of fictitious truth, foigot 
to indicate the entrance of a Cleft, or cave, which you 
mig^t equally regard as the natural laboratory of hi^ 
crystals^ or as the abode of a fi^ulously frightful brood 
of DragOQs. 

Not without a holy fear did our friends visit the 
Marchese's palace. The old man was still absent on 
his travels ; but in this circle also, the two wanderers, 
knowing well how to apply and conduct themselves 
both towards spuitual and temp<»al authorities, woe 
kindly received and entertained. 

The absence of the owner also was to Wilbelm 
very pleasant ; for although he could have wished to 
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see the worthy gentleman, and would hare heartily 
sainted him, he felt afraid of the Marcheae'a thankfnl 
generoaity, and of any forced recompense of that true 
kmng oonducty for which he had already obtained the 
fiareat reward. 

And thns our friends went floating in gay boats 
from shore to shore^ cnddng the Lake in every direc* 
tion. It was the feirest seaaon of the year ; and they 
missed neither sunrise nor aunset> nor any of the thou- 
sand shadings which the heavenly light first bounte- 
ously dispenses over its own firmament, and from thence 
over lake and land ; not appearing itself in its perfect 
glery, till imaged back firora the waters. 

A luxuriant vegetable world, planted by Nature, 
watched over and forwarded by Art, cm every side sur- 
rounded them. The first chesnut forests they had al- 
ready greeted with wdooun ; and now they could not 
restrain a moumful smile, as, lying under the shade of 
cypresses, dicy saw the Laurel mounting up ; the pome- 
granates reddening ; Orange and Lemon trees unfolding 
themselves in blossoms, and fhdt at the same time 
glowing forth finom the gloom of the thicket. 

Thnyug^ means of his vivid associate Wilhdm had 
another enjoyment prepared for him. Our old friend 
had not been fiivonred by Nature with the eye of a 
pmateit. Susceptible of visual bdanty only in the hu- 
man form, he now feh that, by the pretence of a com- 
panion, alike disposed, but trained to qmte diflerent en- 
joyments and activities, the surrounding world also lyas 
opened to his sight. 
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By yiewing, under conversational direction, Uie 
changing gloried of the region, and still more by con- 
centrated imitation, his eyes were opened, and his mind 
freed from all its once obstinate doubts. Hitherto all 
copies of Italian scenery had seemed to him suspicious ; 
the sky, he thought, was too blue; the violet tone of 
those charming distances was lovely,^ but untrue ; and 
the abundant fresh green too bright and gay : but now 
he united in his inmost perceptions with his new friend ; 
and learned, susceptible as he was, to look at the Earth 
with that friend's eyes ; and while Nature unfolded the 
open secret of her beauty^ he could not but feel an ir- 
resistible attraction towards Art, as towards, her .most 
fit expositor. 

But his pictorial friend quite unexpectedly antidpa- 
ted his wishes in another point. The Artist had already 
many times started some gay song ; and thus, in hours 
of rest, delightfully enlivened and accompanied their 
movement, when out in long voyages over the water. 
But now it happened, that in one of the palaces they 
were visiting, he found a curious peculiar stringed in- 
strument ; a lute of small size, strong, well-toned, c<m- 
venient, and portable : he soon contrived to tune it ; and 
then handled the strings so pleasantly, and so well en- 
tertained those about him, that, like a new Orpheus, he 
subdued by soft hafmonies the usually rigorous and 
dry castellain, and kindly constrained him to lend the 
instrument for a time ; under the condition that bdTore 
departing, the singer should fiuthfully return it ; and 
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in the intmniy should come back some Sunday or ho- 
liday, and again gratify them by his music. 

Quite another spirit now enliyened lake and shore : 
boat and skiff stroye which should be nearest our 
friends; even freight and market barges lingered in 
their neigUlMurhood ; rows of people on the beach fol* 
lowed their course ; when landing, they were encircled 
by a gay-minded throng ; when departing, each blessed 
them, with a heart contented yet full of longing,' 

And now, at last, to any third party who had watch- 
ed our friends, it must hare been apparent enough that 
their mission was, in feet, accomplished : all scenes and 
localities referring to Mignon had been not only sketch- 
ed, but partly brought into light, shade, and colour ; 
partly, in warm midday hours, finished with the utmost 
fidelity. In effecting this, they had shifked from place 
to place in a peculiar way, as Wilhelm's vow frequent- 
ly impeded them : this, however, they had now and 
then contrived to evade, by explaining it as valid only 
on land, and on water- not applicable. 

Indeed Wilhelm himself now felt that their special 
purpose was attained ; yet he coxdd not deny that the 
wish to see Hilaria and the fair widow must also be 
satisfied, if he wished to leave this country with a free 
mind. His friend, to whom he had imparted their story, 
was no less curious ; and already prided himself in the 
thought that in one of his paintings there was a vacant 
space, which, as an artist, he might decorate with the 
forms of these gentle persons. 
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Accordingly, they now cruised to and fro, watching 
the points where strangers are wont first to enter thk 
paradise. Their hope of meeting friends here had al- 
ready been made known to the boatmen ; and the search 
had not lasted long, when there came in si^ a splen- 
did barge ; which they instantly made chase of, and 
forbore not passionately to grapple with, on r^aclnng 
it. The dames, in some degree alarmed at this move- 
ment, soon recovered their oompoeure as Wilheha pro- 
duced his little piece of chart, and the two, without 
hesitation, recognised the arrow winch themselves had 
drawn on it. The friends were then kindly invited to 
come on board the ladies' barge ; which they did with- 
out an instant's delay. 

And now let us figure to ourselves these four ; as 
they sit together in the daintiest qwrtment, the most 
blissful world lying round them ; looking in each other's 
ftices ; fanned by soft airs ; rocked on glittering waves. 
Imagine the female pair, as we lately saw them de- 
scribed ; the male, as they have together for weeks been 
leading a wayfuing life ; and after a little reflection, 
we behold them all in the most delightful, but also the 
naost dangerous mtuation. 

For the three who have before, willingly or unwiD- 
iagly, ranked themselves in the number of Reniai- 
ciants, we have not the worst to fear : the fourth, how- 
ercr, may probably enough too soon see himself admit- 
ted into that order, like the others. 

After crossing the Lake several tinaes, and poin^ 
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out the most interesting spots both on the shore and 
the islands, onr two wanderers conducted thdr feir 
friends to the place they were to pass the night in ; 
where a dexterous guide, selected for this royage, had 
taken care to provide all possible conveniences. Wil- 
helm's vow was now a harsh but suitable master of the 
ceremonies : for he and his companion had already pass- 
ed three days in this very station, and exhausted all 
that was remarkable in the environs. The Artist, not 
restrained by any vow, begged permission to attend the 
dames on shore : this, however, they declined ; and so 
the party separated at some distance from the harbour* 
Scarcely had llie singer stept into his ^ff, which 
hastily drew back from the beach, when he seized his 
lute ; and gracefully began raising that strangely plain- 
tive song, which the Venetian gondoliers send forth in 
clear melody from land to sea, and from sea to land. 
Expert enough in this feat, which, in the present An- 
stance, proceeded with peculiar tenderness and expres- 
sion, he etrengthened his voice in proportion to the in- 
creasing distance, so that on the shore yon would have 
thought you heard him still singing in the same place. 
He at last laid his lute aside, trusting to his voice 
alone; and had the satisfaction to observe that the 
damee, instead of retiring into their house, were pleased 
to linger on the shore. He feh so inspired that be could 
Hot eeaae ; not even when night and remoteness had 
withdrawn ev^rythii^ from view ; til) at last his calmer 
friend reminded him that, if darkness did fiftvour his 
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tones, the skiff had ahready long passed the limits with- 
in which these could take effect. 

According to promise, the two parties again met 
next day on the open Lake. Flying along, they fcnmed 
acquaintance with the lovely series of prospects, now 
standing forth in separate distinction, then gathering 
into rows, and seen behind each other, and at last fin- 
ding away, as the higher eclipsed the lower ; all which, 
repeating itself in the waters, affords in such excursicms 
the most varied entertainment. Nor, in the course of 
these sights, did the copies of them, from our Artist's 
portfolio, fail to awaken thoughts and anticipations of 
what, in the present hour, was not imparted. For all 
such matters the still Hilaria seemed to have a free and 
fair feeling. 

. But towards noon, singularity again came into play : 
the ladies landed alone ; the men cruised before the 
harbour. And now the singer endeavoured to accom- 
modate his music to a shorter distance, where not only- 
the general, soft, and quickly warbling tone of desire, 
but likewise a certain gay, graceful importunity, might 
be expected to telL And here, now and then, some one 
or other of the songs, for which we stand indebted to 
our frienda in the ./Apprenticeship, would come hovering 
over his strings, over his lips ; but out of well-meant 
r^^d to the feelings of his hearers, as well as to his 
own, he restrained himself in this particular ; and roved 
at large in foreign images and emotions, whereby his 
performance gained in effect, and reached the ear with 
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SO madi the more insiniiatiiig blandishiiient. The two 
friends, blockading the harbour in this way, would 
not haye recollected the trivial concern of eating and 
drinkingy had not the more provident fair ones sent 
them over a supply of dainty bits ; to which an accom- 
panying draught of wine had the best possible lelislk 

Every separation, every stipulation that comes in the 
way of our gathering passions, sharpens instead of sti- 
fling them ; and in this case, as in others, it may be 
presumed that the short absence had awakened equal 
longing in both parties. At all events, the dames, an 
their gay dazzling gondola, were very soon to be seen 
coming back* 

This w(H*d gondola, however, let us not take up in 
the melancholy VeniBtian meaning : here it signifies a 
cheerful, commodious, social bark ; which, had our lit- 
tle company been twice as large, would still have been 
spacious enough for them. 

Some days were spent in this peculiar way, between 
meeting and parting, between separation and social 
union ; but amid the enjoyment of the most delightful 
intercourse, departure and bereavement still hovered 
before the agitated soul* In presence of the new friends, 
the old came back into the mind ; were these new ones 
absent, each could not but admit that akeady they had 
taken deep root in his remembrance* None but a com- 
posed and tried spirit, like our fair Widow, coxdd in 
such moments have maintained herself in complete 
equilibrium. 
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Hilaria's heart had beai too deeply wounded to ad- 
mit of ai])rnew entire impression : but as the grace of 
a fur seene endrdes us of itself with soothing iniu- 
ences ; so when the mildness of tender-hearted frien<k 
conspires with it, there comes over sense and soul a 
peculiar mood of softness, that recalls to us, as in dream- 
ing visions, the past and the absent, and withdraws the 
present, as if it were but a show, into spiritual remote- 
ness. Thus, alternately rocked this way and diat, at- 
tracted and repelled, approximated and removed, they 
wavered and wended for several days* 

Without more narrowly investigating these dronm- 
stances, the shrewd, experienced guide, inu^ined he 
observed some alteration in the calm demeanour of his 
heroines ; and when, »t last, the whimsical part of their 
predicament became known to him, he contrived here 
also to devise the most grateful expedient. For as our 
two shipmen were again conducting the ladies to their 
usual place of dinner, they were met by another gay 
bark; which, falling dongside of theirs, exhibited a 
well-covered table, with all the cheerful invitations of 
a festive repast : the friends could now wait in com- 
pany the lapse of several hours ; and only night dedded 
the customary separati<m. 

Happily the Artist and Wilhehn had in their former 
voyagings neglected, out of acertam natural caprice, to 
visit the most highly ornamented of all the islands, and 
had even yet never thought of shoinng to then- hit 
friends the many artificid and somewhat dili^dated 
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cariottdeft of ihe place, b^ore diese glmeuft scenes of 
Graatkm vrese entirely gone throngfa. At last, howeyer, 
new li^t rose on their minds. They took counsel with 
the guide: he contrired forthwith to expedite their 
▼oyage, and all lo<^ed on it as the most blissftil they 
had yet undertaken. They could now hope and ex- 
pect, after so many interrupted joys, to spend three 
whole heavenly days, assembled together in a seques- 
tered abode. 

And here we cannot but bestow <m this guide our 
high commendation : he belonged to that nimble, ac- 
tive, dexterous class, who, in attendance on successive 
parties, often travel the same roads ; perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the conveniences and inconveniences on all of 
them, they understand how to use the one and evade 
the other ; and, without leaving their own profit out of 
sight, still to conduct their patrons more dieaply and 
pleasantly through the country, than without such aid 
would have been posnble. 

At this time, also, a sufficient female train belonging 
to our dames for the first time stept forth in decided 
activity ; and the fair Widow could now make it one 
of her conditions that the friends were to remain with 
h«r as guests, and content themselves with what she call- 
ed her moderate entertamment. In this pmnt, too, all 
pree^ieied : for the cunning functicmary had, on this oc- 
casi<m as on otb^rs^ contrived to make so good a use of 
the letters and introductions which his heroines had 
brought wtththem,that, the owner of the place they were 
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now about to visit being absent^ both castle and garden, 
kitchen included, were thrown open for the service of 
the strangers ; nay, some prospect was held out even of 
the cellar. All things co-operated so harmoniously, that 
our wanderers, from the very first moment, felt them- 
selves as ]f at home, as if bom lords of this paradise. 

The whole luggage of the party was now carried to 
the island, an arrangement producing mudi conv^oience 
to all ; though the chief advantage aimed at was, that 
the portfolios of our Artist, now, for the first time, <dl 
collected together, might afford him means to exhibit, 
in continuous sequence, to his fiedr hostesses the route 
he had followed. This task was undertaken by all 
parties with delight. Not that they proceeded in the 
common style of amateur and artist, mutually eulogi- 
sing : here was a gifted man, rewarded by the most 
sincere and judicious praise. But that we fall not into 
the suspicion of attempting, with general phrases, to 
palm on credulous readers what we coi^d not openly 
show them, let us here insert the judgment of a critic, 
who some years afterwards viewed with studious admi- 
ration both the pieces here in question, and the others 
of a like or similar sort, by the same hand : 

'< He succeeds in representing the cheerful repose 
of lake prospects, where houses in friendly approxima- 
tion, imaging themselves in the. clear wave, seem as 
if bathing in its depths ; shores encircled, with green 
hills, behind which rise forest mountains, and icy peaks 
of glaciers. The tone of colouring in such scenes is 
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gay, mirtfafally clear ; the distances, as if OTerflowM 
with softening yapoar, which from watered hollows 
and river valleys mounts np grayer and mistier, and in- 
dicates their windings. No less is the Master's art to he 
praised in views from valkys lying nearer the high Al- 
pine ranges ; where declivities slope down, loxnriantly 
overgrown, and fresh streams roll hastily along hy the 
foot of rocks. 

<< With exquisite skill, in the deep shady trees of the 
foreground, he gives the distinctive character of the se- 
veral species ; satisfying us in llie form of the whole, 
as in the s tr uct u re of the branches, and the details oi 
the leaves : no less so, in the fresh green with its ma- 
nifold shadings, where soft airs appear as if fenning us 
with benignant breath, and the lights as if thereby put 
in motion* 

^< In the middle-ground, his lively green tone grows 
fainter by degrees ; and at last, on the more distant 
moimtain-tops, passing into weak violet, weds itself 
tVith the blue of the sky. But our Artist is above 
all happy in his paintings of high Alpine regions ; in 
seizing the simple greatness and stillness of their cha- 
racter ; the wide pastures on the slopes, clothed with 
the freshest green, where dark solitary firs stand forth 
from the grassy carpet ; and from high cli£& foaming 
brooks rush down. Whether he relieve his pasturages 
with grazing cattle, or the narrow winding rocky path 
with mules and laden pack-horses, he paints all with 
equal truth and richness ; still introduced in the proper 
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place, and not in too great oopiousneBS, tbey deconU« 
and enliven these scenes, without intermpting, with- 
out lessening theii peaceful solitude. The executiim 
testifies a master's hand ; easy, with a few sure strdces, 
and yet complete. In his later pieces, he «nployed 
glittering English permanent-colours on piq>er : these 
pictures, accordingly, are of pre-emin«atly blooming 
tone ; cheerful, yet, at the same time, str<Hig and sated. 

<< His views of deep mountain chasms, whtre round 
and round nothing fronts us but dead rock ; where, in 
the abyss, overspanned by its bold arch, the wild stream 
rages, are indeed of less attraction than the form^ : 
yet their truth excites us ; we adnure the great effect 
of the whole, produced at so little cost, by a few ex- 
pressive strokes, and masses c^ local cdours. 

<< With no less accuracy of character can he r^re- 
sent the regions of the topmost Alpine ranges, where 
neither tree nor shrub any more appears ; but only 
amid the rocky teeth and snow summits, a few sunny 
spots clothe themselves with a soft sward. Beautiful, 
and balmy, and inviting as he colours these spots, he 
has ha^ wisely frarbome to introduce grazing herds ; 
for these regions give food only to the chamois, and a 
perilous employment to the Wild-hay-men." 



<< We shall not deviate from our purpose of bringing 
the conditimi of these waste scenes as close as posnble 
to the conception of our readers, if to this word, WiW- 
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Imy-man, or fflUfoifer, we rabjdb a 8^ 
It k a name given to the poorer mbalHteiits of die iiplaiid 
Alpine ranges, who occupy thenuelvet in making bay 
frmn such graaey spots as are inaocesMble to cattle. For 
this purpose, they climb witb cramps on their feet, the 
steepest and most dangeroos clifb ; or from high cnigs 
let themsdves down by ropes, when this is necessary ; 
and so reach these grassy patches. The grass once cut 
and dried to hay, they throw it down from the heights 
into the deeper valleys ; where being collected toge- 
ther, It is sold to cattle owners, with whom, on ac- 
count of its superior qaaBty, it finds a ready market." 



These paintings, which must have gratified and at- 
tracted any eye, were viewed by Hilaria, in particolar, 
with great attention ; and horn her observations it be- 
came clear, that, in this department, she herself was 
ne stranger. To the Artist, least of all, did this con- 
tinue secret ; nor could approval from any one have 
been m(H*e precious to him, than from this most grace- 
ful of all persons. Her companion, therefore, kept 
silence no longer, but blamed Hilaria for not coining 
fnivard with her own accomplishment, but lingering 
in this case as she always did ; now where the ques- 
tion was, not of being praised or blamed, but of being 
instructed. A fairer opportunity, she said, might not 
easily occur* 

«Aiid now it came to light, when she was thus forced 
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to exhibit her pcnrtfolioe, what a talent was lying hid 
behind this stiU and most lovely nature : the capadty 
had been derived from birth, and diligently cultivated 
by practice. She possessed a true eye; a delicate 
hand, such as women, accustomed to use it in their 
dressing and decorating operations, find available in 
hi^ier art. You might, doubtless, observe unsureness 
in the strokes^; and, in consequence, a too imdecided 
character in the objects : but you could not help ad- 
miring the most faithful execution ; though the whole 
was not seized in its happiest effect, not grouped and 
adjusted with the skill of an artist. She is afraid, you 
would say, of profoning her object, if she keep not com- 
pletely true to it ; hence she becomes precise and stiff, 
and loses herself in details. 

But now, by the great free talent, by the bold hand 
of the Artist, she feels rising, awakening within her, 
whatever genuine feeling and taste had till now slum- 
bered in her mind : she perceives that she has but to 
take heart, and eamestly^and punctually to follow some 
frmdamental maxims, which the Artist, with penetra- 
ting judgment and friendly importunity, ia repeating 
and impressing on her. That sureness of stroke comes 
of its own accord ; she by degrees dwells less on the 
parts than on the whole : and thus the frdrest capabi- 
lity rises on a sudden to fulfilment; as a rose-bud, 
which in the eyening we passed by unobservant, breaks 
forth in the morning at sunrise before our face ; and 
the living quivering movement of this lordly blosawn 
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straggling out to the light, aeenm almoBt risible before 
oar eyes* 

Nor did this intellectual cnltiire remain witbont mo- 
ral effects : for on a pure spirit, it produces a magic 
impression to be conscious of that heartfelt thankfnl- 
nessy natmial towards any <me to whom it stands in- 
debted for decisiye instmction. In this case, it was the 
first glad emotion which had risen in Hilaria's soul for 
many a .week. To see this lordly world lying roond 
her day after day ; and now at once to feel the instant- 
ly acquired, vaom perfect gift of representing it I What 
delight, in figures and tints, to be approadiing nearer 
the Unspeakable I She felt herself surprised as with a 
new youth ; and could not refuse a peculiar kindliness 
to the man, who had procured for her such happiness. 

Thus did the two sit together ; you could scarcely 
have determined whether he was readier in communi- 
cating secret adrantages in art, or she in sdzing them 
and turning them to practice. The happiest rivalry, 
such as too seldom rises between scholar and master, 
here took place. Many a time you mig^t obsenre the 
friend preparing with some decisiye stroke to influence 
her drawing; which she, on the other hand, would 
gently feline, hastening to do the wished, the neces- 
sary, of her own accord, and always to her master's 
astonishment. » 

The fiur Widow, in the meanwhile, walked akmg the 
tarraoes with Wilhelm, under cypresses and pines, now 
nndecvine, now under orange-groTes ; and at last could 

vol.. IVi o 
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not but fiilfil the family in^cated widi of hat new 
friend, and disclose to him the strange entanglement by 
which the two Mr pilgrims^ cut off from their former 
ties, and straitly united to one another, had been sent 
forth to wander over the world. 

Wilhelm, who wanted not the gift of accurately 
notmg what he saw, took down her narratiTe some time 
afterwards in writing : this, as he compiled it and trans- 
mitted it by Hersilia to Natalia, we purpose by and by 
communicating to our readers. 

The last erening was now come ; and a rising, most 
dearv ftdl moon, concealed the transition from day to 
night. The party had assembled and seated themselves 
cm one of the lug^est terraces, to see distinct and ua- 
knpeded, and glittering in the sheen of east and west, 
the peaceful Lake, hidden partly in its length, but tI- 
nble oyer sill its breadth. 

Whatever in such circumstances migfat be talked o^ 
it was natural once more to repeat the huncbed-times 
repeated ; to mention the beauties of this sky, of tins 
water, of this land, under the influences of a stroag 
sun and milder moon, nay, ezchudTely and lyrically to 
recognise and describe them. 

But wiiat nmie of them uttered, what each dmst 
ecatcdy avow to himself, was the deq> mournful feet 
ing which, stronger or weaker, but with efoal truth 
and tenderness, was beating in erery bosom. The pre- 
sentiment of parting difiused itself oyer present union ; 
a gradual stagnatimi was becoming ahnost painftil. 

Then at last the Singer roused himself, summoned 
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up Mfl resolvtiott ; witb strong tones, prehidiiig on his 
inscrament ; heedless of the former well*meant reserre. 
AGgnon's fignre, with the first soft song of the gentie 
child, were horering before him. Passionately hurried 
over the limits; with longing touch awakening the 
sweetly sounding strings, he began to raise : 

Kiiow*8t thou the land where the lemon-treet bloom ? 
Where the gold-orange -<- .^i^ .. .. — 

HamUa rose in deepest agitation, and hurried away, 
veiling her face ; our fiiir Widow, with a motion of re- 
fusal, wayed her hand towards the Singer, while she 
caught Wilhelm*8 arm with the odier. The perplexed 
and half*unconBcious youth followed Hilaria ; Wilhefan, 
by his more considerate guide, was led after ^irai. And 
now when they stood all four under the high moonriiitte, 
the general emotion was no longer to be concealed. 
The w<mien threw themselyes into etch other's arms ; 
the men embraced each other ; and Luna was witness^ 
of the noblest, chastest tears. Some recollection slow- 
ly returned; they forced themselves asunder, silent, 
under strange fedings and wishes, from which hope 
was already cut off. And now our Artist, whom his 
friend dragged wiUi him, fe\% himself here under the 
void heaven, in the solemn lovely hour of night, ini- (?,.^' 

tiated in the first stage ai Rmiunciation, which those r 
friends had aUeady passed through, though ihaj now 
saw themselves again in danger of being sharply tried. 
Not till late had the young men gone to rest ; awa- 
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kening in the early mornings they ,took heart ; thought 
themaelyes now strong enough for a &rewell to this 
pioradise ; devised many plans for still, without viola- 
tion of daty, at least lingering in the pleasant neigh- 
honrhood. 

While purposing to introduce their projects to this 
effect, they w^re cut short by intellig^ice that, with 
the earliest break of day, the ladies had departed. A 
letter from the hand of our Queen of Hearts gave them 
more precise information. You might have doubted 
whether sense rather than goodness, love rather than 
friendship, acknowledgment of merit rather than soft 
bashf id favour, was expressed in it. But, alas, in the 
conclusion stood the hard request, that our two wan- 
derers were neither to follow their hennnes, nor any- 
where to seek them ; nay, if they chanced to see each 
other, they were fiuthfully to avoid meeting. 

And now the paradise, as if by the touch of an en- 
chanter's rod, was changed for our friends into an utter 
desert : and certainly they would have smiled at them- 
selves, had they perceived at this moment how unjust 
and unthankful they were on a sudden become to so 
fair and remarkable a scene. No self-seeking hypo- 
chondriac could so sharply and spitefully have rated 
and censured the decay of the buildings, the neglect- 
ed condition of the walls, the weathered aspect of the 
towers, the grassy obstruction of the walks, the perish- 
ing of the trees, the mossiness and mouldering of the 
artificial grottoes, and whatever else of that sort was to 
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be observed^ as our two travellers now did. By de- 
grees, however, they settled themselves as circum- 
stances would admit : the Artist carefully packed up 
his work : they both set sail ; Wilhelm accompanying 
him to the upper quarter of the Lake, where, by pre- 
vious agreement, the former set forth on his way to 
Natidm, to introduce her by his fair landscape papers, 
into scenes which perhaps she might not soon have an 
(^yportunity of viewing with her eyes. He was at the 
same time commissioned to inform her confessionally 
of the late incident, which had reduced him to a state 
such that he might be received with hearty kindness by 
the Cmifederates in the vow of Renunciation, and with 
soft friendly treatment, in the midst of them, be com- 
forted if he could not be healed. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

In this division of oar work, the excolpatcny Word 
(roni the Editor might have heen more requisite than 
even in the foregoing Chapter : for there, though we 
had not the paintings of the master and his fair sdiolar, 
on which all depended, to exhibit before our readers ; 
and could neither make the perfection <^ the finished 
artist, nor the commencing stintedness nor rapid deve- 
lopement of the art-loving beauty visible to th^ eyes ; 
yet still the description might not be altogether ineffi- 
cient, and many genial and thought-exaltii]^ matters 
remained to be imparted. But here, where the busi- 
ness in hand is a great object, which one could have 
wished to see treated in the most precise manner, there 
is, imhappily, too little noted down ; and we cannot 
hope that a complete view will be attained from our 
communications. 

Again, it is to be observed, that in the Novel, as in 
Universal History, we have to struggle with uncertain 
computations of time ; and cannot always decisively 
^ what has happened sooner, and what later. We 
shall hold, therefore, by the surest points. 



That a year must have passed since Wilhelm left the 
Pedagogic Province, is rendered certain, by the cir- 
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cmnstancey dut we now meet him at the Fettiyml to 
fdndi he had heen invited : but as our wandering Re- 
■mciants acmietimes unexpectedly dive down and va- 
Biflh from our s^t, and then again emerge into view 
at a place "vdliere they were not looked for» it cannot be 
detennined with certainty what track they have follow- 
ed in the interim. 

Now> however, the Traveller adrances from the skle 
of the plain country into tlie Pedagogic Province : he 
comes over fields and pasturages ; skirts^ on the dry 
lea, many a little freshet; sees bushy ratha: than 
woody hills ; a free prospect on all sides, over a surfrice 
but little undulated* On such tracks, he did not long 
doubt that he was in the horse-produdng region ; and 
accordingly, he failed not here and there to obsorve 
greater or smaller herds of mares and foals. But all 
at once the horizon darisens with a fierce cloud of 
dust, which, rapidly swelling nearer and nearer, coven 
all the breadth of the space ; yet at last, rent asunder 
by a sharp side wind, is fim^ed to disclose its interior 
tumult. 

At frdl gallop, rushes forward a vast multitude of 
these noble animals, guided and held together by mount- 
ed keepers. The monstrous hurlyburly whiris past the 
wanderer ; a fair boy among the keepers looks at him 
with surprise ; pulls in, leaps down, and embraces his 
father. 

Now commences a questioning and answering : the 
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boy relateB that an agncaltural life had not agreed with 
him ; the harvest-home he had indeed found delightful, 
but the subsequent arrangements, the ploughing and 
digging, by no means so. This the Superiors remaric^ 
and observe at the same time that he likes to employ 
himself with animals ; they direct him to the useful and 
necessary domestic breeds ; try him as a sequestered 
herdsman and keeper, and at last promote him to the 
more lively equestrian occupation ; where accordingly 
he now, himself a young foal, has to watch over foals, 
and to forward their good noiuishment and trainii^, 
under the oversight of skilful comrades. 

Father and son, following the herd, by various lone- 
lying spacious farmyards, reached the town or handet, 
near which the great annual Market was held. Here 
rages an incredible confusion, in which it is hard to de- 
termine whether merchants or wares raise more dust. 
From all countries, purchasers assemble here to procure 
animals of noble blood and careful training ; all the 
languages of the Earth, you would fancy, meet your 
ear. Amid all this hubbub, too, rises the lively sound 
of powerful wind-instruments : everything bespeaks 
motion, vigour, and life. 

The wanderer meets his Overseer of last year, who 
presents him to the others : he is even introduced to 
one of the Three ; and by him, though only in passing, 
paternally and expressively saluted. 

Wilhelm, here again observing an example of exclu' 
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8i?e cnhiire and life-leadmg, expresses a desire to know^ 
in what else the pnpils are practised, by way of coun- 
terpoise ; that so in this wild, and, to a certain degree, 
savage occupation of feeding animali, the youth may not 
himself roughen into an animal. And, in answer, he 
is gratified to learn, that precisely with this violent and 
rugged-looking occfupation the softest in the woM is 
united ; the learning and practising of languages. 

« To this," it was said, << we have been induced by 
the circumstance, tiiat-there are youths from all quar- 
ters of the wiNrki assembled here : now to prevent them 
from uniting, as usually happens when abroad, into 
na^nal knots, and forming exclusive parties, we en- 
deavour by a free communication of speech to approxi- 
mate them* 

« Indeed, a general acquaintance with languages is 
here in some d^;ree rendered necessary ; since, in our 
yearly maiket festivals, every foreigner wishes to con- 
verse in his own tones and idiom ; and, in the course 
of cheapening and purchasing, to proceed with all pos- 
sible convenience. That no Babylonish confusion of 
tongues, however, no corruption of speech, may arise 
from this practice, we employ a different language 
Bionth by month, throughout the year : according to 
the maxim, that in learning anything, its first princi- 
ples alone should be taught by constraint. 

<< We look upon. our scholai's," said the Overseer, 
^* as so many swimmers, who, in the element which 
threatened to swaWow them, feel with astonishment 



yGooQle 



218 WILHEJLM MEISTER's TRAVELS. 

thai tbey are lighter, that it bean and carriea tbem ftur- 
vaeed : and so it is with everything that man under- 
takes. 

** However, if any one of our yoin^ men show a 
qiecial inclination for this or the other language, we 
neglect not, in the midst of this tomnltnons-lodking 
life, which nevertheless c^ers reary many quiet, idly 
solitary, nay, tedious hours, to provide for his tme and 
substantial instruction. Our riding grammarians, among 
i^dKwi there are even some pedagogues, you would be 
surprised to discover among these bearded and beard- 
less Centaurs. Your Felix has tamed himself to Ita- 
lian ; and in the monotonous solitude of his herdsman 
lile, you shall hear him send forth many a dainty song 
with proper feeling and taste. Practical activity and 
ezpertness are far more compatible with sufficient in- 
tellectual culture, than is generally supposed." 

Each of these districts was celebrating its peculkur 
ftstiral ; so the guest was now conducted to the In- 
strumental Music department. This tract, skirted by 
the level country, began from its very border to exhi- 
Int kind and beautifully changing vidleys, little trim 
woods ; soft brooks, by the side of which, among the 
sward, here and there a mossy crag modestly stood 
forth. Scattered, bush-endrded dwellings you might 
see on the hillsides ; in soft hoUows, the houses clus- 
tered nearer together. Those gracefully separated cot- 
tages lay so far apart, that neither times nor mistimes 
could be heard from one to the other. 
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They now approAclied a wide tpaoe, begirt with 
baildings and ahedy trees, where crowded, man qp 
man, all aaemed on the stretch of expectation and at- 
tention. Just as the stranger entowd, there was sent 
Ivrth from all the instruments a grand sym^iony, the 
foU rich power and toadeniess of which he oonld not 
hut admire. Opposite the spacious main orcfaestiay 
was a smaller one, which failed not to attract his no* 
tice : here stood various younger and elder scholars ; 
eadi held his instrument in readiness without playing ; 
these were they who as yet could not, or durst not, job 
in with the whde. It was int«nesting to observe how 
they stood as it were on the start ; and our friend was 
informed that such a festival seldom passed over, with- 
out some one or other of them suddenly develo]»ng his 
taloit. 

As anumg the instrumental music, singing was now 
introduced, no doubt could remain that this also was 
fiimmred. To the question. What other sort of culture 
was here blended in land union with the chief employ- 
ment, our wanderer learned in reply, that it was Foe- 
try, and of the lyrical kbd. In this matter, it appear- 
ed, their main concern was, that both arts should be 
devd<^>ed each for itself and from itself, but then also 
in contrast and combination with each other. The 
scholars were first instructed in each according to its 
own limitations; then taught how the two recipro- 
cally limit, and again reciprocally free each other. 

To poetical rhythm, the ipusical artbt opposes i 
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sure of tone and movement of tone. But here the msus- 
tery of M nsic over Poesy Boon shows itself ; for if the 
lattOT, as is fit and necessary,^ keep her quantities never 
so steadily in view, still for the musician few syllahks 
are decidedly short or long ; at his pleasure he en 
overset the most conscientious procedure of the rhyth- 
mer, nay, change prose itself into song ; from which, 
in truth, the richest possibilities present themselves; 
^nd the poet would soon feel himself annihilated, if he 
■could not, on his own side, by lyrical tenderness and 
Mdness, inspire the musician wi^ reverence ; and, now 
in the softest sequence, now by the most abrupt tran- 
^tions, awaken new feelings in the mind. 

The singers to be met with here are mostly poets 
tth^nselves. Dancing also is taught in its fundamental 
principles ; that so all these accomplishments may re- 
gularly spread themselves into every district. 

The guest, on being led across the next boundary, 
at once perceived an altogether different mode of build- 
ing. The houses were no longer scattered into sepa- 
ration, no longer in the shape of cottages : they stood 
regularly imited, beautiful in their exterior, spacious, 
convenient, and elegant within ; you here saw an un- 
confined, well-built, stately town, corresponding to the 
sicene it stood in. Here the Plastic Arts, and the trades 
akin to them, have their home ; and a peculiar silence 
reigns over these spaces. 

The plastic artist, it is true, must still figure himself 
-as standing in relation to all that lives and moves among 
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men: but his occupation ia aditaiy ; and yet, by the 
strangest contradiction^ there is perimps no other that 
so decidedly requires a living accompaniment and so- 
ciety. Now here, in that circle, is each in silence 
forming shapes that are fmr ever to engage the eyes of 
men ; a holiday stillness reigns over the whole scene ; 
and did you not here and there catch the picking of 
st<me-hewerB, and the measured stroke of carpenters, 
who are now busily employed in finishing a lordly edi- 
fice, the air were unmoved by any sound. 

Our wanderer was struck, moreover, by the earnest* 
nees, the singular rigour with which beginners, as well 
as more advanced pupils, were trealed s it seemed as 
if no oae by his own power and judgment aceomplish^^ 
ed anything, but as if a secret spirit, striving towards 
one nng^e great aim, pervaded and vivified them all. 
Nowhere did you observe a scheme or sketdi ; every 
Binke was drawn with forethought. As the wanderer 
inquired of his guide the reason of this peculiar proce- 
dure, he was told : That Imagination was in itself a 
vague, unstable power, which the whole merit of the 
plastic artist consisted in more and more determining, 
fixing, nay, at last, exalting to visible presence. 

The necessity for sure principle» in other arts was 
mentioned. *' Would the musician,*' it was said, ** per- 
mit his scholar to dash wildly over the strings, nay, te 
invent bars and intervals for himself at his own good 
pleasure ? Here it is palpable that nothing can be left 
to the caprice of the learner : the element he is to work 
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in is irrevocably given ; the implement he is to wield 
is put into his hands ; nay, the very way and manner 
of his using it, I mean the changing of the fingers, he 
finds proscribed to him ; so ordered, that the one part 
of his hand shall giro place to the other, and each pre- 
pare 1^ proper path for its follower : by such deter- 
minate co-operation only can the impossible at last be* 
come possible. 

^< But wlwt diiefly vindicates ^ practice of strict 
requisitions, of decided laws, is that genius, that native 
talent, is precisely the readiest to selae then, and yield 
them wilHng obedience. It is only the half-gifted that 
would wish to put his own contracted singularity in 
the place of the unconditional whole, and justify his 
fiilse attempts under cover of an unconstramable ori- 
ginality and independ^ioe. To this we grant no cur- 
rency : we guard our scholars firmn all such miscon- 
ceptions, whereby a large portion of life, nay, often the 
whole of life, is apt to be perplexed and disjointed. 

*^ With genius we love most to be concerned ; for 
this is animated just by that good spirit of quickly re- 
cognising what is profitable for it. Genius understands 
tiiat Art is called Art because it is not Nature. Genius 
bends itself to respect even towards what may be 
named conventional : for what is tins but agreeing, as 
the most distinguished men have agreed, to regard tiie 
unaheraMe, the mdispensable as the best ? And does 
not such submission always turn to good account ? 

«< Here, too, as in all our d^Mutmeats, to the great 
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aflttstanoe of the teacken, our three Rererenoes and 
their Mgns* with some changes suitable to the nature 
ai the main em|^yment» have been introdooed and 
inculcated.** 

The wanderer, in his further surrey, was surprised 
toobseire thatthe Town seined still extending ; street 
unfolding itsdf from street, and so ofFering the most 
varied proqpects. The exterior of the edifices cor- 
responded to their destination ; they were dignified and 
stately, not so much magnificent as beautifuL To the 
nobler and more earnest buildings in the centre of the 
Town, the more cheerful were harmoniously append- 
ed ; till farther out,, gay decorated suburbs, in grace- 
ful style, stretched forth into the country, and at last 
s^Musaled into garden-houses. 

The stranger could not ful to remark, that the 
dwelliags of the musicians in the preceding district 
were by no means to be compared, in beauty or sise, 
with the present, which painters, statuaries, and archi- 
tects inhabited. He was told that this arose from the 
nature of the thing. The musician, ev^ shrouded in 
himself, must cultivate his inmost being, that so he 
may turn it outwards. The sense of the eye he may 
not flatter. The eye easily corrupts the judgment of 
the ear, and allures the spirit from the inward to ^ 
outward. Inversely, again, the plastic artist has to live 
ijn the external world ; and to raanifbst his inward be- 
ing, as it were unconsciously, in and upon what is out- 
ward. Phistic artists should dwell like kings and gods : 
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Imw else are they to build and decorate for kings and 
gods ? They must at last so raise themselves above the 
common, that the whole mass of a people may feel it- 
self ennobled in and by their works. 

Ouririend then begged an explanation of anoUier 
paradox : Why at this time, so festive, so enlivening, 
so tnmnltuoitsly excited, in the other regions, the great- 
est stillness prevailed here, and all labours were conti- 
nued? 

<< A plastic artist," it was answered, ** needs no fes- 
tival ; for him the whole year is a festivaL When he 
lias accomplished something excellent, it stands, as it 
has long done before his own eye, now at last before 
the eye of the world : in his task he needed no repeti- 
tion, no new effort, no fresh success ; whereas the mu- 
^nan constantly afflicts himself with all this ; and to 
him, therefore, the most splendid festival, in the most 
numerous assemblage, should not be refused." 

'^ Yet, at such a season," replied Wilhelm, <^ some- 
thing like an exhibition might be desirable ; in which 
it would be pleasant to inspect and judge the triennial 
progress of your best pupils." 

<< In other places," it was answered, << an exhibitioB 
may be necessary ; with us it is not. Our whole being 
and nature is exhibition. Look round you at these 
buildings of every sort : all erected by our piqiils ; and 
this not without plans, a hundred times talked of and 
meditated ; for the builder must not grope and experi- 
ment ; what is to continue standing, must stand right- 
7 



yGooQle 



WILHELM MEISTER's TRAVELS. 225 

\y, and satisfy, if not for ever, yet at least for a long 
space of time. If we cannot help commiUing errors, 
we must imild none. 

*^ With statuaries we proceed more laxly, most so of 
all with painters ; to both we give liberty to try this 
eadi in his own way. , It stands in their power to se«> 
lect in the interior or exterior compartments of edifices 
in public places, some space which they may incline to 
decorate. They give forth their ideas, and if these are in 
some, degree to be approved of, the completion of them 
IS permitted, and this in two ways : either with liberty, 
soonOT or later, to remove the work, should it come to 
displease the artist ; or, with the condition that what is 
once mt np shall remain unalterable in its place.*^Mo8t 
part choose the first of these offers, retaming in their 
own hands this power of removal ; and in the perform- 
ance, they constantly avail themselves of the best ad* 
vice. The. second case occurs seldomer ; and we then 
observe that the artist trusts less to himself, holds long 
conferences with companions and. critics, and by this 
means produces works really estimable, and deserving 
to endure/* 

Afiter all this, our Traveller neglected not to ask : 
What other species of instruction was combined with 
the main one here ? and received for answer, that it 
was Poetry, and of the Epic sort. 

This to our friend must have seemed a little singu- 
lar, when he heard farther that the pupils were not al- 
lowed to read or hear any finished poems by ancient or 

VOL. IV. p 
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modem poets. *^ We merely impart to thMn,** it was 
said, ** a series of mytfausesy trnditions, and legends, in 
the most laconic form. And now, from the {»ct(»ial 
or poetic execution of these subjects, we at <mce dis- 
cover tlw peculiar {nroductive gift of the gauus devo^ 
ted to the one or the other art. Both po^ and painter 
thus labour at the same fountain; imd each endea- 
vours to draw off the water to his own side, to Ida own 
advantage, and attain his own required objects with it ; 
in which he succeeds much better, than if he attempted 
again to finshion Something that has been fitidiioiied al- 
ready." 

The Traveller himself had an opportumty of sedng 
how ^us was accomplished : several painters were busy 
in a room ; a gay young friend was relaiang with great 
minuteness a vay sim{^ story ; so that he employed 
almost as many words as the others did pendl-atrokas, 
to complete the same exh^ition and round it fully off. 

He was told, that in working together the firi^ds 
were wont to carry on much pleasant conyersation ; 
and that in this way several improvisatori had unfold- 
ed their gifts, and succeeded in exciting great enthuu- 
asm for this twofold mode of representation. . 

Our friend how reverted his inquiries to the subject 
of plastic art. ^' You have no exhibition,'* sifid he ; 
*' and therefore, I suppose, give no prize either ?" 

" No," said the other, " we do not ; but here, dose 
by, we can show you something which we reckon more 
useful." 
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They entered a large bally beanlifUly lighted from 
abo?« ; a wide drde of busy artists first atttacted the 
eye ; and from the midBt of these, rose a colossal groi^ 
of ignresi Crated in the centre of the place. Male 
andlbiiiale forms, of gigantic power, in violent posture^ 
reminded ono of that lordly fight between Heroic 
youths and Amazons, wherein hate and enmity at last 
issue in ttnitnafiy regretful alliance. This strikingly in- 
tertwisted |HeCe of art presented an equally fitvonrable 
aspect from every point of its circuit. In a wide ring 
round it were many artists sitting and standing^ each 
occupied in his own way ; the painter at his easel, the 
drawer at his sketch<-board ; some were modellmg it in 
full, others in bas-relief; there were even architects 
engaged ua planning the pedestal, <« winch a similar 
grou|s when wrought in miffble, was to be erected. Each 
in^yidual was proceeding by his own method in this 
task : painters and drawers Were bringing out the group 
to a plain sur&ce ; earful, however, not to destroy its 
figures, but to retain as much of it as possible. In the 
same manner were works in bas-relief going forward. 
One man imly had repeMed the whole group in a mi- 
mature scide ; and in certahi movements and arrange- 
mente of limbs, he really seemed to have surpassed his 
nsodel. 

And now it came out that this man was the maker 
of the model ; who, before working it in marble, had 
here submitted his performance not to a critical, but to 
a practical Uial ; and by accurately observing whatever 
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any of his fellow-artists in his special department and 
way of thought might notice, retain or alter in the 
groap, was purposing, in sahsequent consideration, to 
turn all this to his own profit ; so that, when at length 
the grand work stood finished in marhle, though un- 
dertaken, planned, and executed hy one, it might seem 
to belong to all. 

The greatest silence reigned throughout this apart- 
ment also; but the Superior, raised his voice, and 
cried : « Is there any of you, then, who in presence oi 
this stationary work can, with gifted words, so awaken 
our imagination, that all we here see concreted, shall 
again become fluid, without losing its character ; and so 
convince us, that what om* artist has here laid hold of, 
was indeed the worthiest ?" 

Called forth on all sides by name, a fair youth laid 
down his work ; and as he stept forward, began a quiet 
speech, seemingly intended merely to describe the pre- 
sent group of figures ; but ere long he cast himself into 
the region of poetry, plunged into the middle of the ac- 
tion, and ruled this element like a master ; by degrees, 
his representation so swelled and 'mounted by lordly 
words and gestures, that the rigid g|*oup seemed actu- 
ally to move about its axis, iand tlue number of its 
figures to be doubled and trebled. Wilhelm stood en- 
' raptured, and at last exclaimed: << Can we. now fcnr- 
bear passing over into song itself, into rhytibonic me- 
lody?" 

<< This I should widli to hinder,'' said the Overseer ; 
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« to if our excellent statuary will be candid, he will 
confess to ns that our poet scarcely pleases him ; and 
^is because their arts lie in the most opposite regions : 
on the othsr hand, I durst bet, that here and there a 
painter has not failed to appropriate some living touches 
from the speech. 

*^ A soft kindly song, however, I could wish our 
Mend to hear : there is one, for instance, which you 
smg to an air so lovely and earnest ; it turns on Art in 
general, and I myself never listen to it without plea- 
sure." 

After a pause, in which they beck<med to each 
other, apd settled their arrangements by signs, the fol- 
lowing heart and spirit stirring song resounded in state- 
ly melody from all sides : 

When intcntiiig, when tdecting, 

Ardftt by tbjself continae long : 
When some good thou art effecting, 

Haste and see it in the thtong. 
Here in others look, discover 

What thy own lifers course has been ; 
And thy deeds of years past over 

In thy fellow man be seen. 

The devising, the uniting. 

What and how the forms shall be ; 
One thing will the other lighten, 

And at last comes joy to thee ! 
Wise and true what thou impartest. 

Fairly shaped, and <ioftIy done : . 

Thus of old the cunning artist 

Artist-like his glory won. 
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At ^ Nfftare^t tli#iwtii4 change 

But one changeless God prodaira ; 
So in Art*s wide kingdoms ranges 

One sole meaning still the same : 
This is Truth, eternal Reason, 

Which from Beantj takes its dreis, 
And serene through time and season. 

Standi fost gya in loydiness. 

While the orator, the singer, 

Pour their hearts in rhjrme and prose, 
*Neath the painter's busy finger, 

Shall bloom forth Life*s cheerful rose ; 
Girt with sialew ; to the ini4dle> 

And with Autonm's fiiMtage blent, 
That of life's mysterious riddle 

Some short glimpses may be hent. 

. Thousandfold, and gracefbl, show thou* 

Form ^m ibrms crolWng fidr ; 
And of man*s bri^t image know thou 

That a God once tanied thcte : 
And whate*er your tasks or prizes. 

Stand as brethren one and all. 
While, like song, sweet incense rises 

From the altar at your call. 

All this Wilhelm could not but let pass, though it 
must have seemed paradoxical enough ; and, had he 
not seen it with his eyes, might even have appeared 
impossible. But now, when it was explained and pomt- 
ed out to him, openly and freely^ and in fiiir sequence, 
he scarcely needed to put any farther question on the 
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subject. However, he at last a ddr e ao e d hk coaduetor 
as follows : << I see here a most prudent proviaMm 
made for maeh that is desirable in life : but tell me 
farther, whidi of your regions exhibits a similar at- 
taDition to Dramatic Poetry, and ^ere could I in- 
stmct myself in that matter? I have looked round 
oyer all your edifices, and observed none that seemed 
destined for such an olijeet.'' 

** In reply to liiis question, we most not hide ^m 
you, that, in war whole Province, there is no such edi- 
fice to be seen. The drama presupposes the existence 
of an idle multitude, peihaps even of a pop«ilace ; and 
no such dass finds harbour with us ; for birds of that foa- 
tber, when they do not in spleen forsake us of their own 
accord, we soon take care to conduct over the msrcbea* 
Doubt not, however, that in our Institutioo, so univer- 
sal in its character, this point was carefully nieditated x 
but no region could be found for the purpose, every- 
where some important scaruple came in the way* In- 
deed, who among our pupils could readily determi^ie, 
with pretended mirth, or hypocritical sorrow, to excite 
in the rest a feeling imtrue in itself, and alien to the 
moment, for the sake of calling forth an always dubious 
satisfoction ? Such jugg^ries we reckoned in all^ntses 
dangerous, and could not reconcile with our earnest 
objects." 

<^ It is said, however," answered Wilhelro, << that 
this far-stretching art promotes all the rest, of what- 
ever sort." 
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<< Nowise/' answered the other ; << it employs the 
testy but spoils them. I do not blame a player for imi- 
ting himself with a painter : but the paints, in such 
society, is lost. Without any conscience, the player 
will lay hold of whatever art or life presents him, and 
ifoe it for his fugitive objects, indeed with no small 
profit : the painter, again, who could wish in return to 
extract advantage from the theatre, will constantly find 
himself a loser by it ; and so also in the like case will 
the musician. The combined Arts appear to me like a 
family of sisters, of whom the greater part were incli- 
ned to good economy, but one was light-headed, and 
desirous to appropriate and squander the whole goods 
and chattels of the household. The Theatre is this 
wasteful sister : it has an ambiguous origin, which in 
no case, whether as art or trade or amusement, it can 
wholly conceal." 

. Wilhelm cast his eyes on the ground with a deep 
sigh ; for all that he had enjoyed or suffi^red on the 
Stage rose at once before his mind ; and he blessed the 
good men who were wise enough to spare their pupils 
such pain, and, out of principle and conviction, to ba- 
nish such errors from their sphere. 

Hfs attendant, however, did not leave him long in 
these meditations, but continued : << As it is our high- 
est and holiest principle that no talent, no capacity be 
misdirected, we cannot hide from ourselves that among 
so large a number, here and there a mimical gift will 
sometimes decidedly come to light ; exhibiting itself in 
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•n irreeiflllble desire to ape the characters, forms, moye** 
ments, speech of others. This we certainly do not en* 
courage ; hut we ohserye our pupil strictly, and if he 
continue ftdthful to his nature, then we have already 
established an intercourse with the great theatres of all 
naticms, and so thither we send any youth of tried ca- 
pability, that, as the duck on the pond, so he on the 
boards, may be forlliwith conducted, full speed, to the 
future quack-quacking, and gibble-gabbling of his life.*' 
Wilhelm heard this with patience, but only with 
half conyiction, perhaps with some spleen : for so 
strangely is man tempered, that he may be persuaded 
of the worthlessness of any darling object, may turn 
away from it, nay even execrate it, but yet will not 
see it treated in this way by others ; and peiiiaps the 
Spirit of Contradiction which dwells in all tnen, never 
rouses itself more vehemently and stoutly than in such 



And the Editor of these sheets may himself confess, 
that he lets not this strange passage through his hands 
without some touch of anger. Has not he too^ in many 
senses, expended more life and faculty than was right 
on the Theatre ? And would these men convince him 
that this has been an unpardonable error, a fruitless 
toU? 

But we have no time for appending, in splenetic 
mood, such remembrances and after-feelings to the nar- 
rative : for our friend now finds himself agreeably sur- 
prised, as one of the Three, and this a particularly pre- 
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po«8e8siiigoiie> again conies before his eyes, Kindyopen 
me^oiess, annonndng the purest peace of soul, came in 
its refreshing effluences along with him* Trastfnllj the 
Wanderer could approadi, and feel bis tmaii retomed. 

H&ee he now learned that the Chief was at fwesent 
in the Sanctuary, instructing* teacfaing, UesMng; while 
the Three had separated to visit all the Regions, and 
ererywhere, afier most thorou^ information obtained, 
and oonferences with the subordinate Or^^eevs, to fov* 
ward what was in (Hrogress, to found what was newly 
plamned, and thereby fiuthfully discharge their high 
duty. 

This same excellent person now gave| him a more 
comprehensive view of their internal situation and ex- 
ternal connexions ; explained to him the mutual influ- 
ences of one Regimi on another ; and also by what 
steps, after a longer or a sluHrter date, a pupil could be 
transferred from the one to the other. All this har- 
monized completely with what he already knew. At 
the same time, he was much gratified by the descr^i- 
tion given of his son ; and their farther plan of educa- 
tion met with his entire apjuroval. 

He was now, by the Assistants and Overseer, invi- 
ted to a Miners' Festival, which was forthwith to be 
celebrated. The ascent of the Mountains was difficult ; 
and Wilhelm fancied he observed that his guide walk- 
ed even slower towards evening, as if the darkness had 
not been likely to obstruct their path still more. But 
when deep night came round them, this enigma was 
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aolted : our Wanderer obsenred little iames oeme 
glimmering and wavering forth from many dells and 
diasms ; gradually stretch themselves into Imes, and 
roll over the summits of l^e mountains. Much kindlier 
than when a volcano opens, and its belching roar thrsat^ 
ena whole countries with destruction, did this fair light 
appear ; and yet, by degrees, it glowed with new bright- 
ness ; grew stronger, broader, more continuous ; glitter- 
ed like a stream of stars, soft and lovely indeed, yet 
spreading boldly over all the scene. 

After the attendant had a little while enjoyed the 
surprise of his guest, for they could clearly enou^ ob- 
serve each other, their faces andimns fts well as thmr 
path being illuminated by the light from the distance- 
he began : ^* You see here, in truth, a curious spec- 
tacle : these lights which, day and night, the whole 
year over, gleam and work under ground, forwarding 
the acquisition of concealed and scarcely attainable 
treasures ; these now mount and well forth from their 
abysses, and gladden the upper night. Scarcely could 
one anywhere enjoy so brave a review, as here, where 
this most useful occupation, which in its subterranean 
concealnrant is dispersed and hidden from the eye, rises 
before us in its full completeness, and bespeaks a great 
secret combination.'* 

Amid such ^eeches and thoughts, they had reached 
the ^t where these fire-brooks poured then^elves into 
a sea of flame, surrounding a well-lighted insular space. 
The Wanderer placed himself in the dazilmg circle, 



yGooQle 



236 WILHELM MEISTER'S TRAVELS. 

within wiiich, gHttering ligfats by tbonsands formed an 
imposing contrast with the miners, ranked round it like 
a dark wall. Forthwith arose the gayest mnsic, ao 
companied by becoming songs. Hollow masses of rock 
came forward on machinery, and opened a resplendent 
interior to the eye of the delighted spectatw. Mimetic 
exhibitions, and whatever else at snch a moment can 
gratify the multitude, combined with all this at once to 
excite and to satisfy a dieerfal attention. 

But with what astonishment was Wilhelm filled, 
when, on being introduced to the Superiors, he obser- 
ved Friend Jamo, in solemn stately robes, amoiig the 
number I << Not in vam," cried Jamo, ^< have I chan- 
ged my former name with the more expressive title of 
Montan: thou findest me here initiated in mountain 
and cave ; and now, if questioned, I could disclose and 
explain to thee much that a year ago was still a riddle 
to myself." 



At this point our manuscripts forsake us : of the con- 
vocation of these friends there is nothing spedfied ; as 
little can we discover the connexion of what followa 
next ; an incident of which in the same bimdle, in the 
same paper, we find brief notice : That a meeting had 
taken place between ourWanderer and Lothario and the 
Abb6. Unhappily, in this, as in so many other leaves, 
the date has been neglected. 

Some passages, introduced rather in the way of ex- 
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clamation than of narratiyey point to the high meaning 
€i Renunciation, hy which alone the first real entrance 
into life is conceiyable. Then we come upon a Mi^, 
mariced with several Arrows pointing towards one an- 
other ; and along with this we find in a certain sequence, 
several days of the montJi written down ; so that we 
might fancy ourselves again walking in the real world, 
and moderately certain as to the next part of our friend's 
route, were it not that here also various mariu and ci- 
phers, appended in different ways, awoke some fear that 
a secret meaning at the bottom of it would fw ever lie 
hid from us. 

But what drives us out of all historical composure, 
is the strange circumstance, that immediately on all 
this there comes in the most improbable narration ; of 
a wfrt like those tales, whereby you long keep the hear- 
er's curiosity on the stretch with a series of wonders, 
and at last explain : That yovwere talking of a dream. 
However, we shall communicate without change what 
lies before us : 

<< If hitherto we had continued in the metalliferous 
part of tJie mountains, which externally is soft and by 
no means of a wild aspect, I was now conducted through 
predpitous and scarcely passable rocks and chasms : 
at last I gained tJie topmost summit \ a cliff, the peak 
of which afforded room only for a single person ; who, 
if he looked down from it into tJie horrid depth, might 
see furious mountain-torrents foaming through black 
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aibyases. In the present case, I looked down without 
giddiness or terror, for I was fight of heart : but now 
my attention fixed itself on some huge crags nsing op- 
posite me, precipitons like my own, yet offerii^ on 
their summits a laiger space of leveL Though parted 
by a monstrous chasm, the jutting masses came so new 
together that I could distinctly Plough, wi^ the naked 
eye, observe sereral persons assembled on the summit. 
They were for most pert ladies ; one oi whom coming 
forward to the very veige, awakened in me double and 
treble anxiety, as I became completely convinced that 
it was Natalia herself. The danger of such an unex- 
pected interview increased every moment : but it grew 
boundless, when aperspective onne before my eyes, and 
brought me over to her, and her over to me. There is 
something magicat all times in perspectives. Were we 
not accustomed from youdi to look tlnrough them, we 
ilionld 8hud(kr and tremble every time we put then 
to our eyes. It is we who are looking, and it is not 
we ; a being it is whose organs are raised to a hi^^ier 
pitch, whose limitations are done away, who has be- 
come entitled to stretch forth into infinitude. 

^ When, for example, we observe far distant persons, 
by means of such an instrument, and see them in un- 
suspicious thoughtlessness following thdr business as 
if they were solitary and unwatched, we could almost 
foel afraid lest they mi^t discover us, and indignantly 
upbraid us for our treacherous curiosity. 

^< And so likewise did I, hemmed in by a strange 
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feelingy waver between proximity and distance, and 
from instant to instant alternate between the two. 

« Those others in their tnm had observed us ; as a 
signal with a white handkerchief put beyond a doubt. 
For a moment I delayed in my answer to it ; finding 
myself thus close beside the being whom I adored. 
This b her pure^ benign f(Min; these are her taper 
arms, which onoe so helpfully appeared before me, 
after unUe«ed sorrows and perplexities ; and at last 
teo^ t&Myagh but for moinents, sympothisingly embraced 
me. 

^ I saw distiiictly enough that she too had a perspec* 
tive> and was looking over to me : and I fiedled not, by 
such tokens as stood at my ciHumand, to express the 
profession of a true and heartfelt attachment. 

<< And m experience teaches that remote objects, 
which we have once cleariy recognised through a per* 
j^iectiye, afterwards appear even to the naked eye as 
if standing shaped in distinct nearness ; be it that more 
accurate knowledge sharpens the sense, or that imagi- 
natiim supplies what is wanting ; so now did I see this 
beloved being as accurately and distinctly as if I could 
have touched her ; though her company continued still 
irrecogniseable. And as I was trampling round my 
narrow station, struggling towards her the more, the 
abyss was like to swallow me, had not a helpfiil hand 
laid hold of mine, and snatched me at once from my 
danger and my fairest happiness." 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Here at last we again step on firmer ground, the lo- 
calities of which we can settle with 6<Hne probability ; 
though still here and there on our way there occur a 
few uncertainties, which it is not in our power altoge- 
ther to clear up. 

As Wilhelm, in order to reach any point of the line 
marked out by the first Arrow, had to proceed obliquely 
through the country, he fovnd himself necesntated to 
perform the journey on foot, leaving his luggage to be 
carried after him. For this walk of his, however, he was 
richly rewarded ; meeting at every step, quite unexpect- 
edly, with loveliest tracts of scenery. They were of that 
sort, which the last slope of a mountain region forms in 
its meeting with the plain country ; bushy hills, their soft 
declivities employed in domestic use ; all level spaces 
green ; nowhere aught steep, unfiruitful, or unplougfaed 
to be noticed. Ere long he reached the main valley, 
into which the side-waters flowed ; and this too was 
carefiilly cultivated, graceful when you looked over it ; 
with taper trees marking the bends of the river, and of 
the brooks which poured into it. On looking at his 
map, his indicator, he observed with surprise that the 
line drawn for him cut directly through this valley; 
1 
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80 thKtf in tin first jilaot, he was at leMt on tlie right 
roftii. 

An old CMtle, in good repair, and seemingly hoilt at 
dtfferoBt pmods, stood forth on a bnthy hiU ; at the foot 
of which a gay hamlet stretohed along, with its large inn 
rising pronmient anaoBg the odier houses. Hither be 
proeeeded ; and wa» reoeired by the landlord kindly 
Nioogh, yet wiA an excose that he eonld not be admitted, 
unless by the permission of a party who had hired the 
i^dwle establishment for a time ; on which account he, 
the kndliNrdy wbs vnder ^ necessity of sending aU his 
gneets to Ae M» inn» ^dnoh lay forther up ^ ham- 
let. After it short coiiforence> the man seemed to b^ 
tlnnk himselfy and said ; << Indeed there is no one of 
them at homo eren now ; but this is Saturday, oild ik^ 
Bailiff will not Ml to be here sooii 3 he cornea erery 
we^ to sefttfo iJm accoanta of tho last, and make ar- 
rangementa for the next. Truly, there is a fair mder 
reigns ammig tiiese men, and a pleasure in having to 
do widi them, l&ongh they are strict enoi^h ; for if 
they yield one no great profit, it is sure and constant.'* 
He then desired his new guest to amuse himself in the 
large upper hall, and await what farther might occur. 

Here ^>^^helm, on entering, found a large clean apart- 
ment ; except ffur benches and tables, altogether empty . 
So much the more was he surprised to see a large 
tablet inserted above one of the doors, with these words 
marked on it in golden letters, Uhi homines sunt modi 
stmi ; which in modem tongue may signify, that where 
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m^n combiiie m sodety^the way iemd maimer inwhicb 
they like to be and to contmne together is directly 
established. This motto made om* Wanderer think ; he 
took it as a good omen ; finding here, expressed and 
confirmed, a principle which he had ofken^ in the course 
of life^ perceived for himself to be fnrthersome and rea^ 
sonable. He had not waited long, when the BaUifF 
made his appearance ; who being forewarned by the 
landlord, after a short conTersation, and no very spedal 
scrutiny, admitted 'Wilhelm on the following terms : 
To continue three days ; to participate quietly in what- 
ever should occur ; and happen what might, to ask no 
questions about the reason, and at taking leave, to ask 
none about the score. All this our traveller was obli- 
ged to comply with, the deputy not being allowed to 
yield in a single point. 

The Bailiff was about retiring, when a sound of vocal 
music rolled up the stair : two pretty young men ot- 
tered singmg ; and these the Bailiff, by a simple dgn, 
gave to understand that their guest was accepted. 
Without interrupting their song, they kindly saluted 
the stranger, and continued their duet with the finest 
grace, showing clearly enough that they were well 
trained, and complete masters of their art. As Wil- 
helm testified the most attentive interest, they paused 
and inquired : If in his own pedestrian wanderinga no 
song ever occurred to him, which he went along sing- 
ing by himself? " A good voice," answered M^lhelm, 
<< Nature has in truth denied me: yet I often feel 
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88 if a secret Genras were ^vHiispering some rhythmic 
watds in my ear ; so that, in waUdng, I more to mu- 
sical measure ; hocymg^ at the same time, that I hear 
low.t<mesy aceooQ^Mmying some soi^, which, in one way 
or anatiier, has pleasantly risen before me." 

*^ If yott recollect such a song, write it down for us,'* 
said they : ^ We shall see if we have skill to accom- 
pany yoor singing Demon." He took a leaf from his 
note-bode, and handed them the following lines : 

From the mountains to the champaign. 

By the glens and hills along. 
Comet a rastUiig and a tmnping, 

Gsmea a nooCioD aa of song : 
And this undetennined roving 

Brings delight, and brings good heed ; 
And thy striving, be*t with Loving, 

And (by living, be*t in Deed ! 

After brief study, there arose at once a gay march- 
ing melody, which, in its repetition and restriction 
still stepfnng fdward, hurried on the hearer with it : 
he was m doubt whether this was his own tune, his 
former theme ; or one now for the first time so fitted 
to the words, that no other morement was conceivable. 
The singers had for some time pleasantly proceeded in 
this manner, when two stout young fellows came in, 
idiom, by their accoutrements, you directly recognised 
as masons ; two others, who followed them, being as 
eridently carpenters. These four, softly liaymg down 
their tools, listened to the music, and soon^stmck in 
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with 6WK and dedd^ voiees $ so tint to Ao mi»l it 
seemed as if a real ivsyiurii^ Gompaay ^rare steppiag 
along over hill and YsSikf $ aad Wittelm tiMiq^^ be 
had never heard uiything so gfacefid, so enHvenii^ to 
heart and mind. Hiis eiijoym^^ hqwever^ was to be 
increased yet favUier^ and raised to the bigbest pitch, 
by the entrance of a gigan^ figure, monnting the stair 
with a hard firm tread^ whieh^ with all his effEvrts^ be 
could scarcely moderate. A he«vy«ladsn doivd be 
directly placed in die comer ; himself he seated on a 
benchy which beginning to creak nnder hia wdght, the 
others laughed^ yet witboat going wrong in their music. 
Wilhelm, boweva*, was exceedingly sorprised, when, 
with a hnge bass voice, ibis Son of Anak joined in also. 
The hall qcdvered ; and it was to be observed that in 
bis part be altered the bmrden^ and sang it thus : 

Life*8 no resting, but » mo^g. 
Let thy Ufe be Deed on D^ed ! 

fttsAffij yon coold very soon psveehre tb«( be was 
dniiRi^ng down the time to a slower stepy and Ibfcmg 
^ rest to follow him. Of dus, wbenat buAtbeywere 
satisfied and bad eenohidedy ibey aceused Um ; dedo- 
riag he bad tried to set them wroi^. 

M Not at all !" cried be t ^<it is ymi who tnodto set 
me wrong t to put me out of my own step, ivhicbmoat 
be measured and sw^ if I am to walk whh my kadaig 
np bill ai^d dawn dale, and yet, hi the end, anriva at 
my appointed hour, to satisfy your wants.*' 
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One B^heat ths fithttr^ l^^se penoot now pMted into 
ad bdfobiiig r06iii to Um Bailiff; mid Wilhelm eanly 
observed tluH they were ootopied in Mttting acoounte ; 
ft pointy kowtfver, tB to whioh he wab not allowed lit 
present to kiqiBiB tether. Two fair lirel]^ boys in the 
fi^eatii^ile entered^ and began corering a table in aU 
ipeed^ modsratelf tetuahing it mA vleUt and wine s 
Md the B«iyi£^ flon^ oirt, kiTitad them ail to ait doikrn 
llkoag widi hioL The boys Waited) yet forgot not their 
owfriHHieeni) bmt enjeyed tbebrflhate ina standing pes* 
tttie. ^Vl^lfaefan ivctdleoted witneanng similar scenes 
dttnng hia abode among the players; yet the pietait 
oompaaqr seemed to be of a mnch ibore seiioils caatf 
eonstHnted iiot out «f spoil, for riiow^ bnt with a new 
to iitfHirt*!^ oondeitfs of life. 

Hie oontenmian of the craftsnleii with the Bailiff 
udded strengdi to this ocmvietion. These fbor actire 
yoimg pe<^ey it i^pearidy were bnsy in die neighbonr- 
faoody where n yioleni conflagration had destroyed the 
Mrest tillage in the oonntry $ nor ^d Wi&ehn fail to 
leani that the worthy Bafliff was employed in getting 
dinher and other boMng materials ; afl which looked 
the niore enigina^^> as tione of these persons seemed 
to be resident here, bnt in all other points announced 
themselTes as transitory stra^ers. By wiiy oi eonclu- 
sioB to the meal) St Christopher, such was the name 
they gaf^ die giant, broti|^t oat^ for good'^nigfati a 
^baart^ g^HSS of ndne, which had before been set a^de : 
•a gay choral song kept the party still some time to- 
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geth^y i^ter they were out of sight ; and tben Wilhehn 
was at last conducted to a diamber of the lovdiest as- 
pect and situation. The full modn^ enlightening a lich 
plain, was already np ; and in the boscnn of onr Wan*^ 
deter it awoke remembiances of similar scencss. The 
spirits of all dear friends horered past him : especially 
the image of Lenardo rose in him so Timidly, that he 
might hare ^Emded the man Inmself was standing he* 
fore his eyes* All this had prepared him with its kind 
influences for nightly rest ; when, on a sudden, there 
arose a tone of so strange a nature, that it almost 
frightened him. It sounded as from adbtance, and yet 
seemed to he in the house itself; for the build^ qui- 
rered many times, and the floors rev^:herated when die 
sound rose to its highest pitch. Wilhelm, though his 
ear was usually delicate in discriminating tones, could 
make nothing of this : he compered it to the dromng 
roar of a huge organ-p^, which, for sheer compass, 
produces no determinate note. Whether this noctunial 
terror passed away towards naoming, or Wilhelm by 
degrees became accustomed to the sound, and no loit- 
er heeded it, is difficult to discorer : at any rate, be 
fell asleep ; and was in due time pleasantly awakened 
by the rising sun. 

Scarcely had one of the boys who were in waiting 
brought him break&st, when a figure entered, whom he 
had already noticed last night at supper, without clear- 
ly ascertaining his quality. A well-formed, Immd- 
shouldered, yet nimble man ; who now, by the imple- 
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mento which he spread out, announced lumself as Bar- 
ber, and forthwith prepared fen* performing his much- 
desired office on Wilhehn. For the rest, be was quite 
silent : and with a ligiit hand he went through his t^sk, 
without oQce having opened his lips* Wilhelm there-* 
fore began, and said : *' Of your art you are complete- 
ly master ; and I know not that I bare ever had a softer 
razOT on my cheeks : at the same time^ however, yon 
appear to be a strict otMeryer of the laws cf the So- 
ciety." 

Roguishly jsmiUng, laying his finger on his lips, the 
tadtum shaver glided through the do<N*. << By my 
sooth r' aied Wilhelm after him, ^< I think you must 
be <dd Redckmk ; if not himself, at least a descendant 
of his : it is lucky for you that you ask no counter 
service of me ; your turn would have been but sorrily 
dwie." 

No sooner had this curious personage retired, than 
the well-known Bailiff came in, inviting our friend to 
dmner for this day, in words which sounded pretty 
strange: the Bond, so said the speaker expressly, 
gave the stranger welcome ; requested his company at 
dinner ; and took pleasure in the hope of being m<Hre 
rlosely connected with him. Inquiries were then made 
as to the guest's health, and how he was contented with 
his entertainment ; to all which he could only answer 
in terms of salasfiEM^on. He would, in truth, have liked 
much to ask of this man, as previously of the silent 
Barber, some information touching the horrid sounds 
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wfaksh tiiroiigiioitt the ni^ kuif if net tonnearited^ at 
least discomposed him : bat, Buadful of his engagement^ 
he forbore all questions ; hoping that, wi&ont impoiv 
tanitjT) from the good-will of the Society^ or in smile 
other accidental way> he might be informed aceor£i^ 
to his wishes. 

Onr friendy now when left akme^ began to nflect 
en the atiange person who had sent him this inTitattoo, 
and knew not well what to make 4il die matten Tq 
designate one or more superiors by a neuter nomii 
seemed to him a scmiewhat pireoarions mode of qpeach. 
Fmr the rest, there was such a stillness all nnmd» that 
he conld not recollect of ever haying passed a stills 
Sunday. He wait ont of doors ; and, hearing a aonnd 
ef beUsy walked towards the village* Mobs was jnat 
over; and among the villagers and coBntry^iie^de 
crowding out of church, he observed three acqnaitti* 
ances of last i^^ ; a maswi, a carpenier, and a boy. 
Ftoher on, he met ai^ong the Protestant wMfhippors 
the other corresponding three. How the rest managed 
their devotion was nnknovni to him : but so much he 
thought himsdf entitled to conclude^ that in this So- 
ciety 1^ full religions toleration was pmctised* 

^bont mid-day, at the castle«^te, he was met by 
the Bailiff; who then conducted him through various 
halls into a large antechamber, and there desired him 
to take a seat. Many persons passed through into an 
adji^ning hall. These already known were to be seen . 
among them ; St Christopher himself went by : all sa< 
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Juted the Bailiff and the s^anger. Bat what struck our 
fnend most in this a£%dr was, that the whole party 
seemed to conaist of artisans ; all dressed in the usual 
fashion, though extremely neat and clean : a few among 
the niunh^ yom might at most perhaps have reckoned 
of the derk species. 

No m<nre guests now making theh* appearance, the 
Bailiff led oxur friend through the stately door into a 
$fps^imM hall. Here a table of immenae length had 
beeneoversd \ past 1^ lower end of which he was con- 
ducted, towards the head, vrb&ee he saw three persons 
standing iA a cross direction. But what was his asto- 
nishment tdben he approached, and Lenardo, scarcely 
yet recognised, fell upon his neck. Fnmi this snr{»ise 
he had not recovered, when another person, with no 
less wannth and viTacity, likewise embraced him ; an- 
noundbig Inmself as our strange Friedrich, Natalia's 
brother. The rapture of these friends difinsed itself 
oiver all present ; an exdamalion of joy and blessing 
sounded along the whole table. But in a moment, the 
company being seated, all again became silent ; and the 
repast, served up with a certain solemnity, was en- 
jofed in like manner* 

Towtttcb the condusion of the cer«nony, Lenardo 
gave a sign : two singers rose $ and Wilhelm was ex- 
ceedingly surprised to hear in this place his yestermght's 
toDg ; which we, for die sake of what follows, shall beg 
permission to insert once more« 
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Prom the mountaiiis to the duunpaign, 

By the glens and hills along. 
Comes a rustling and a tramping. 

Comes a motion as of song : 
And this undetermined roving 

Brings delight, and brings good heed ; 
And thy striving, be*t with Lovh^, 

And thy living, be't in Deed ! 

Scarcely had this duet, accompanied hy a ch<Miis of 
agreeable number, approached its copdnsion, when two 
other singers, on the opposite side, started up impe- 
tuously ; and, with earnest vehemence, inverted rather 
than continued the song ; to Wilhelm's astonishment} 
proceeding thus : 

For the tie is snapt asunder, 

Trust and loving hope are fled ; - 
Can J tell, in fear and wonder. 

With what dangers now bested, 
I, cut off from friend and brother, 

Like the widow in her woe. 
With the one and not the other, * 

On and on, my way must go ! 

The chorus, taking up this strophe, grew more and 
more numerous, more and more vodferous ; and yet the 
voice of St Christq>her, from the bottom, of the table, 
could still be distinctly reci^nised among them. The 
lamentation, in the end, rose almost to be fiightfal : & 
spirit of dispiritment, combining with the skilf ol elo- 
cution of the singers, introduced something unnatural 
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into the whole, so that it pained onr friend, and almost 
made him shudder. In tmth, they all seemed perfectly 
of one mind ; and as if lamenting their own fiate on the 
eve of a separation. The strange repetitions, the fre- 
quent resuscitation of a fiitigaing song, at length became 
dangerous in the eyes of the Bond itself: Lenardo 
rose, and all instantly sat down, abruptly breakmg off 
their hymn. The other, with friendly words, thus he* 
gan: 

^ Indeed I cannot blame yon for continuaUy recall- 
ii^ to your nunds the destiny which stands before us 
all, that so, at any hour, you may be ready for it. If 
aged and Hfeweary men hare called to their nei^bonrs : 
Think of dying I we younger and lifeloying men may 
well keep encouraging and reminding one anollierwith 
the cfaeerfol words : Think of wandering I Yet, with- 
al, of a thing which we either roluntarily undertake, or 
belieye ourselTes constrained to, it were well to speak 
with cheerfrdness and moderation. You yourselves 
know ^est wbMty in our situation, is fixed, and what is 
morable : let us enjoy the f(Hiner, too, in sprightly 
and gay tones ; and to its success be this parting cup 
now drunk !" He emptied his glass, and sat down : the 
four singers instantly rose, and in flowing connected 
tones, thus began : 

Keep not standing fix*d and rooted, 

Briskly venture, briskly roam : 
Head and hand, wherever tbou foot it. 

And stout heart, are still at home* 
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In each land th« lun does Viiit, 

We art gaj* whate*oc beUde : 
To give room for wandering is it 

That the world was made so wide. 

At the dnmifl straek in with its repttitioB oi thme 
HiMity Lenardo roao) and with him «]1 the rett« His nod 
act the whole eompiUly into singing morenlettt ; thoie 
»t the lower end marched out, St Chiistopher at ^mr 
head, in pairs throng the hall ; and the uplifted wan- 
derers' song grew clearer and freer^ the fardier they 
proceeded ; producing at last a pttrticalarly good ef- 
fect, when, from the terraces of the castlo«^;ardfin^ y<m 
looked down orer the broad valley, in whose fnlness 
and beanty yoU might well haye liked io lose yonr- 
sel^ While the multitude Were diiqiening Una Way 
and that^ according to their pleasure^ Wilfaelni wai 
made acquainted with the third 8ilpetion This was 
the Amtmann ; by whose land influence nmiy hevonn 
had been done the Society ; in particular, the Castle of 
his patron the Count, situated among stvend ^uniliei 
of rank| had been given up to t\mr use, so longaa llwy 
might dnnk £t to tarry here* 

Towards evening, while ihe friends were in a hat* 
eeeing grove> there came aportly figure everliie thresh- 
old, whom MHUhelm at once recognised as the Barber 
of this morning. To a low mute bow of the man, Le- 
nardo answered : *^ You now come, as always, at the 
right seas(m ; and will not delay to entertain us with 
your talent. I may be allowed," continued he, tum- 
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ing towards WiUielni» ** to giro yov Bome knoiriedge 
of our Soeiety^ the Bond of vrhkh I may flatter myself 
tliat I am. No oue enters our drcle nnlees he hare 
some talents to show^ which may oontribnte to the use 
or eiB^yment of society in general. This man is an 
excellent snigeon ; of his jskill as a heard-artist you 
yonraelf oan testify : fipr these reasons, he is no less 
welcome than necessiuy to ns. Now, as his en^loy- 
ment usually brings with it a great and often burden* 
some garrolityy he has engaged, for the sake of his own 
culture, to comply with a certain condition ; as, indeed, 
every one that means to Ufo with us must agree to 
constrain himself in some particular point, if the greater 
freedom be left him in all other points. Accordingly, 
our Barber has renounced the use of his tongue, in so 
far as aught common or casual is to be expressed by 
it : but by this means, another gift of speech has been 
unfolded in him, which acts by forethought, cunningly 
and pleasurably ; I mean the gift of narration. 

<< Hjp life is rich in wonderful experiences, which he 
used to split in pieces, babbling of them at wrong 
times ; but which he now, constrained by silence, re- 
peats and arranges in his quiet thought. This also his 
power of imagination now forwards, lending life and 
morement to past occurrences. With no common art 
and skill, he can relate to us genuine Antique Tales, or 
modem stories of the same fabulous cast ; thereby, at 
the right hour a£fording us a most pleasant entertain- 
ment, when I loose his tongue for him ; which I now 
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do ; giving him, at the same time, this praise, that in 
the considerable period dmring ^diich I have knowit 
him, he has never once been guilty of a repetition. I 
cannot but hope, that, in the pi^ent case, for love and 
respect to om* dear goest, he will especially distinguish 
hunself;* 

A sprightly cheerfhhiess spread over Redcloak's 
face; and without delay, he began speaking as fol- 
lows. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE NEW MELUSIKA. 

^^ Respected gentlemen I Being aware that prelimi- 
nary q>eecheB and introductions are not much to your 
taste, I shall without fieurther talk assure you, that in 
the present instance, I hope to fulfil your commission 
moderately welL From me has many a true history 
gone forth abeady, to the high and universal salisfiftc- 
tion of hearers : hut, to^y I may assert, that I have 
one to tell, which far surpasses the former ; and which, 
though it hai^ned to me several years ago, still dis- 
quiets me in reeoUecting it, nay, still gives hope of some 
farther developement; 

*^ By way of introduction, let me confess, that I have 
not always so arranged my scheme of life as to he cer- 
tain of the next period in it, or even of the next day. 
In my youth, I was no first-rate economist ; and often 
found myself in manifold perplexity. At one time, I 
undertook a journey, thinking to derive good profit in 
the course of it : hut the scale I went upon was too 
lihend ; and after having commenced my travel with 
Extra-post, and then prosecuted it for a time in the 
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Diligence, I at last found myself obliged to front the 
end of it on foot. 

*^ Like a gay young blade, it had been from of old 
my custom, on entering any inn, to look round for the 
landlady, or ereu fhe C0Q&» ks^A wheedle myself into 
favom* with her ; whereby, for most part, my shot was 
somewhat reduced^ 

<< One night at dusk, as I was entering the Post- 
houae of a Utth town, and pnrposiBg to set atoot my 
customary epemdoni, there casie a £uf dmUenKsto^ 
Qoadi with four hersas, rattfing u|p to the doer b^hkicl 
me. I tuned round ) and ohser^d ia it a ycmmg h^, 
without maid, without servants. I haatened to aptm 
the carriage for her, and to mk if I ooold he^ her ia 
anytlnn^ On stepptag o^t, a fatf* form dbplayed it< 
self; and her lovely oountenanee, If you looked at it 
narrowly, was adorned with a slight ^ade of soivew. 
I again asked if there was ai^ht I eoald do for htf* 
* O yes I* said she, < if you will Uft that littie Box care- 
fully, which you will find standii^ on tbjs seat, and 
bring it in : but I beg very much of you t^ carry it 
i^th all steadiness, and not to more or shake it in ^ 
least/ I took out the Box with great care ; she shat 
the coach-door; we walked up staira together, tfid 
she toM the SM'tivmts that she was to slay here for the 
night 

" We were now al<»ie in the chamhei' ; she desired 
me to put the Box on the table, which was stapling at 

G 
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the wall ; and as, by seTeral of her moveiiient8> I ob- 
serred that she wished to be alone, I took my leare, 
.rererently but wannly kissing her hand. 

<< * Order supper for ns two/ said she then : and yon 
may well conceire with what pleasure I executed the 
commission ; scarcely deigning, in my pride of heart, to 
cast eyen a side-look on landlady and menials. With 
impatience I expected the moment that was to lead me 
back to her. Supper was served : we took ovat seats 
opposite each other ; I refreshed my heart, for the first 
time dmring a considerable while, with a good meal ; 
and no less with so desirable a sight beside me ; nay, 
it seemed as if she were growing fairer and fiairer every 
moment. 

** Her conversation was pleasant ; yet she dffefully 
waved whatever had reference to affection and love. 
The cloth was removed: I still lingered, I tried all 
sorts of manoeuvres to get near her ; but in vain ; she 
kept me at my distance, by a certain dignity which I 
could not withstand ; nay, agunst my will, T had to 
part from h^ at a ratiber early hour. 

^ After a night passed in waking or unrestiully 
dreaming, I rose early ; inquired whether she had or- 
dered horses ; and learning that she had not, I walked 
into the garden, saw her standing dressed at the win- 
dow, and hastened up to her. Here, as she looked so 
fair, and fairer than ever, love, roguery, and audacity 
all at once started into motion within me : I rushed 
towards her, and clasped her in my arms. * Angelic, 
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irresistible being/ cried I, * patdon I bat it is impossi- 
ble— I' With incredible dexterity sbe wbii&ed hers^ 
out of my arms, and I had not Ofen time to imprint a 
kiss on her cheek. * Forbear swrh ootbrtakings of a 
sudden fooli^ passion/ said she, * if yoa woaid not 
scare away a happiness which lies close bende yon, 
bnt which cannot be kid hold of tOI after some trials.' 

'< < Ask of me what thou pleasest, angelic ^kitf 
cried I : < but de not drive me to ^^ir.' Sh^ ■»- 
swered #ith a smile : * If you mean to devote fomneti 
to my service, hear llie terms, t am come hiditt' to 
visit a lady of my friends, and wi^ her I pcirpoao to 
continue for a time : in llie meanwhile, I could wish 
that my carriage and this Box were taken forward. 
WMl you engage with it ? Yon haveno^ung to do, but 
carefully to lift the Box into the carriage and out ; to 
ait down beside it, and punctually take chiffge that it 
receive no harm. Yfhexk you enter an inn, it is put 
upon a table, ill a chamber by itself, in winch yofu must 
neither sit nor sleep. You lock tiie chamber-doDr witli 
this key, which wiH open and shut any h>ck) oudfau 
the peeuKsr property, that no lock shut by it tan be 
<^>ened in the interim.' 

<< I looked at her ; I felt strangely enoiq^ at heart : 
I promised to do all, if I might hope to weehet 800ii» 
and if she would seal this hope to me with a Idss. Gkut 
did so ; and frotti <hat moment, I had become entirely 
her bondman. I was now to order burses, die waad. 
We settled ^ way I was to take ; the piaces where 
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i was to waiiy and expect her. She at last preawd a 
p«ne of gold mto my hand, and I pressed my lips on 
the lair hand that gave it me. She seemed mored at 
parting ; and for me, I no l<mger knew what I was do* 
mg or was to do. 

*^ On my retwn from giving my orders, I fonnd the 
room-door locked. I directly tntd ipy master-4cey, and 
it performed its d«ty perfectly. The door flew up : I 
found the chamber empty ; only the Box standing on 
the table fi4iere I had laid it. 

** The ctftiage drove up : I carried the Box care* 
foHy down with me, and placed it by my side. The 
hostess adoed : * Whm^ is the lady, then ?* A child 
answered : * She is gone into the town.' I nodded to 
ib% people ; and rolled off in trinmph from the door, 
whkh I had last night entered with dusty gaiters^ 
Tliat in my hours of leisnie I d^gently meditated on 
this adventure, counted my money, laid many schones, 
and atill now and then kept glancing at the Box, you 
wili read^y imagine. I posted right forward ; passed 
several stages without^ alighting ; and rested not till I 
had readbed a considerable town, where my fair one 
had appointed me to wait. Her commands had been 
pemtedly obeyed : the Bo^ always carried to a sepa- 
rate room, and ^o wax candles lighted beside it, for 
snob also had been her order. I would th^i lock the 
chamber ; establish myself in my own, and take such 
ocnnfort as tlia place afforded. 

^ For ft while I was able to employ myself with 
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thinking of her : but by degrees the time began to h«ng' 
heary on my bands. I was not used to lirewithofat 
companions ; these I soon fonndy at tables-d'b6te> in 
coffee-boosesy and public places, altogether to my wish. 
In such a mode of living my money began to melt 
away ; and one night, it ranished entirely from my 
purse, in a fit of passionate gaming, which I had not 
had the prudence to abandon. Void of money ; with 
the appearance of a rich man, expecting a heavy bill 
of charges ; uncertain whether and wboi my fiur one 
would again make her appearance, I felt myself in the 
deepest embarrassment. Doubly did I now long for 
her ; and beliere, that, without her and her gold, it was 
quite impossible for me to live. 

<< After supper, which I had relished very little, he* 
ing forced for this time to consume it in solitude, I took 
to walking violently up and down my room : I spoke 
aloud to myself, cursed my foUy with horrid execra^ 
tions, threw myself on tibe floor, tore my hair, and in^ 
deed behaved in tl^e most outrageous foshion. Sud* 
denly, in the adjoining chamber where the Box was, I 
heard a slight movement, and then a soft knocking at 
the well-bolted door, which entered from my apart- 
ment. I gather myself, grope for my mast»-key ; but 
the door-leaves fly up of themselves ; and in the splen- 
dour of those burning wax-lights enters my Beauty. 
I cast myself at her feet, kiss her robe, her hands ; she 
raises me ; I venture not to clasp her, scarcely to look 
at her ; but candidly and repentantly confess to her my 
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fienilt. < It is pardonable^' said she ; ' only it postpones 
yonr happiness and mine. Yon most now make ano- 
tiber tour into tibe worlds before we can meet again. 
Here is more money/ oontinaed she^ * sufficient if yo« 
husband it with any kind of reason. But as wine and 
play have brought you into this perplexity, be on your 
gnard in future against wine and women^ and let me 
hope for a glad meeting when the time comes/ 

** She retired over the threshold ; the door-leaves 
flew together: I knocked, I entreated; but nothing 
&rther stirred. Next morning while presenting his bill, 
the waiter smiled, and said : ^ So we have found out 
at last, then, why you lock your door in so artful and 
incomprehensible a way, that no master-key can open 
it. We supposed you must have much money and pre- 
cious ware laid up by you : but now we have seen your 
treasure walking down stairs ; and in good truth, it 
seemed worthy of being well kept.' 

^* To this I answered nothing ; but paid my reckon- 
ing, and mounted with my Box into the carriage. I 
again rolled forth into the world, with the firmest reso- 
lution to be heedful in future of the warning given me 
by my &ir and mysterious friend. Scarcely, however, 
liad I once more reached a large town, when forthwith 
I got acquainted with certain interesting ladies, from 
whom I absolutely could not tear myself away. They 
seemed inclined to make me pay dear for their favour : 
for while they stOl kept me at a certain distance, they 
Jed me into one expense after the other ; and I, being 



yGooQle 



262 WILHELM MEI8T£R'8 TBATELS* 

•Bxioiif only to promote their tatis^BCtumy once more 
ceased to tl^iik of my purse, but paid and spent straight 
forward, as occasion needed. Bnt how great was my 
Astonishment and joy, idi«a, after soHie wedcs, I ob- 
served that the fblness of my store was not in the least 
diminished, that my purse was still as round and cram- 
med as ever I Wishing to obtain more strict knowle^e 
of this pretty quality, I set myself down to count ; I 
accurately marked the sum ; and again proceeded in 
my joyous life as before. We had no want of excur* 
sions by land, and excursions by water ; of dancing, 
singing, and othor recreations. But now it required 
small attention to observo that the purse was actually 
diminishing ; as if by my cursed countings I had rob- 
bed it of the property of b^ng uncountable. How* 
ever, this gay mode of existence had been once oaUi^ 
ed on ; I could not draw back ; and yet my ready 
money soon verged to a close. I execrated my aitua^ 
tton ; upbraided my fair friend, fen* having so led me 
into temptation ; took it as an offnice that she did not 
again show hersetf to me ; renounced, in my spleen, all 
duties towards her ; and resolved to break open the 
Box, and see if peradventure any help might be found 
there. I was just about proceeding with my puipose : 
but I put it off till night, that I might go throu^ the 
business with full composure ; and, in the meantime, 
I hastened off to a banquet^ for which this was die ap- 
pointed hour* Here again we got into a high key ; the 
wine and trumpet-sounding had flushed me not a Httk, 
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^riiM by the iBOit TiUaiiMiQt hKk h chanotd, tlnl dori^ 
ibe deiterty afonner firiead of my dMieitfiur 01^ 
ii^from a jomney, entei^d imeoqpect^dly) placed him- 
•df baside ber, and » without anncb oeimnoiiyy set about 
assertiiig bis old jHiyilages. Henoe, very soon arose 
fll-^umeury qaarrdUiig^ and battle : we plucked out 
our Bfiu ; audi waa earned home balf-dead of several 
wounds. 

** Tbe surgeon bad bandaged me and f^eaw^y: it 
was fiff in tbe nig^t ; my sidc^nurse bad fiJlen aiileep; 
die door of tbe aide-room went up ; my fur mysteiio 
one ficiend came iut and sat down by me on tbe bed* 
She asked bow I was i I answered not» for I waa 
&int and sullen, Sbe continued speaking witb mncb 
sympatiby: she rubbed my temples witb a certain 
bakamy whereby I felt myself rapidly and decidedly 
ttrengthenedt so strengthened that I could now get 
angry and upbraid her* Jn a violent speech Jthraw all 
the bbme of my misfotune on her ; on the passion she 
had inspired me witii ; (m h^ a{^;>earing and vamsbin^ 
and the tedium^ the l^mging which in sudi a case I 
aould not but fed* I waxed more and more vehemeni^ 
as if a ferar had beai coming on ; and I awore to her 
aX laaty that if she would not be minei would not now 
abMe with me and wed me> I had no wish to live any 
kmger ; to all which I required a peremptory an- 
swer* M the lingered and held bade witb her ex- 
pIanation» I got altogether beyide myselft wd tore off 
ny double and tnpk baDdpgem in ij^ &nmfit lesblu- 
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tion to bleed to death. But what was my amazement^ 
when I found all my wounds healed, my skin smooth 
and entire, and this fair friend in my anns ! 

** Henceforth we were the happiest pair in the world. 
We both begged pardon of each oUier, without either 
of us rightly knowing why. She now promised to tra- 
rel on along with me : and soon we were sitting side 
by side in the carriage ; the little Box lying opposite 
us on the other seat. Of this I had never spoken to 
her, nor did I now think of speaking, though it lay 
there before our eyes ; and both of us, by tacit agree- 
ment, took charge of it, as circumstances might require ; 
I, however, still carrying it to and from the carriage, 
and busying myself, as formerly, with the locking of 
the doors. 

<^ So long as aught remained in my purse, I had 
continued to pay : but when my cash went done, I 
signified the fiact to her. * That is easily helped,' said 
she, pointing to a couple of little pouches fixed at the 
top, to the side of the carriage. These I had often ob- 
served before, but never turned to use. She put her 
hand into the one, and pulled out some gold pieces, as 
from the other some coins of silver ; thereby showing 
me the possibility of meeting any scale of expenditure, 
which we might choose to adopt. And thus we jour- 
neyed on from town to town, from land to land ; con- 
tented with each other and with the world : and I fan- 
cied not that she would again leave me ; the less so, 
that for some time she had evidently been as loving 
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wives with to be, a drcumttaiice by wbicb our bappi* 
ness and matnal afiection was increased s^ fturtber* 
But one morning, alas I sbe could not be found : and 
as my actual residence^ widiout ber company, became 
displeasing, I again took the road with my Box ; tried 
the yirtne of the two pouches, and found it still unim- 
paired. 

*< My journey proceeded without accident. But if I 
had hitherto paid little heed to the mysteries of my ad- 
venture, expecting a natural solution of the whole, there 
now occurred something which threw me into astonish • 
ment, into anxiety, nay into fear. Being wont, in my 
impatience for change of place, to hurry forward day 
and night, it was often my hap to be travelling in the 
dark ; and when the lamps, by any chance, went out, 
to. be left in utter obscurity. Once in the dead of such 
a nig^t, I had fallen asleep ; and on awakening I ob- 
served the glimmer of a light on the covering of my car- 
riage. I examined this more strictly, and found that it 
was issuingfrom the Box ; in which there seemed to be 
a chink, as if it had been chapped by the warm and 
dry weather of summer, which was now come on. M^ 
thoughts of jewels again came into my head ; I suppo- 
sed there must be some carbuncle lying in the Box» 
and this point I forthwith set about investigating. I 
postured myself as well as might be, so that my eye 
was in immediate contact with the chink. But how 
great was my surprise, when a fair apartment, well- 
lighted, and furbished with much taste and even cost- 
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liMit^ inel my hispectioi^ jatl as if I had beea knikiog 
down through tho opening of * dome into a royal sa- 
kMm I A fire was bmsing in the grate ; and h^kire it 
•tood an arm-chair* I held my bretih and contimied 
to obeerye. And now thare entored from the other 
side of the apartment a lady with a book in her hand, 
whom I at once recognised for my wife, though her 
figure was contracted into the extreme of diminution* 
She sal down in the chair by the fire to read ; she trim- 
med the coals with the most dainty pair of tongs ; and 
in the conrse of her movements, I conld clearly par- 
ceiFe thai this fturest little creature was also in the 
£unily way. But now I was obliged to shift my con- 
strained potinre a little ; and the next moment, when 
I bent down to look in again, and convince myself that 
it was no dream, the light had vanished, and my eye 
rested on em{rty darkness. 

<< How amazed, nay temfied I was, you may easily 
conceive. I started a thousand thoughts ofi Hm dis- 
covery, and in truth could think nothing. In the mid^ 
(^ this, I fell asleep; and on awakening, I fancied that 
it must have been a mere dream : yet I felt mysdf in 
some degree estranged fnmt my fieur one ; and though 
I watched over the Box but so much the more carefully, 
I knew not whether the event of her re-appearance in 
human size was a thii^ which I should wish or dread. 

*' After some time she did in fact re-i^pear ; one 
evening, in a white robe, she came gliding in ; and as 
it was just then growing dusky in my room, she i 
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ed tome tiJler than when I had seen her last ; and I 
Temembered haring heard dial all beings of the aier* 
maid and gnome species increased in stature very per* 
ceptiUy at the fall of night. She flew, as nsnal, to my 
arms ; bnt I conld not wilih right gladness press her to 
my obstmcted breast* 

<< * My dearest,* said die, f I now feel by thy recep« 
tion of me, what, alas, I already knew too wdL Thoa 
hast seen me in the ifiterim : then art acquainted with 
the state in whid^ at cortain times, I find myself; thy 
happiness and mine is interrupted, nay, it stands on 
the brink of being annihilated altogether. I mnst 
leave thee ; and I know not idiether I shall erer see 
thee again.' Her presence, the grace with whidi 
she iq>oke, directly banished from my memc»y almost 
every trace of that vision, whidi indeed had already 
hovered before me as little more than a dream. I ad- 
dressed her with kind vivacity, convinced her of my 
passion, assured her that I was innocent, that my dis- 
covery was accidental ; in short, I so managed it that 
she appeared composed, and endeavoured to compose 
me. 

« < Try thyself strictly,* said she, * whether this dis« 
covery has not hurt thy love, whether thou canst for- 
get that I live in two fonns beside thee, whether the 
diminution of my being will not also contract thy af- 
fisction.' 

'* I lodced at her : she was fairer than ever ; and I 
thought within myself: Is it so great a misfortune, 
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after all, to have a wiTe who from time to time become* 
a dwarf, so. that <me can carry her about with him in a 
casket ? Were it not much worse if she became a giant^ 
ess, and put her husband in the box ? My gaiety of 
heart had returned. I would not for the whole w(nld 
have let her go. ' Best heart,' said J, Met us be and 
continue evear as we have been. Could either of us 
wish to be better ? Enjoy thy conveniency ; and I pro- 
mise thee to guard the Box with so much the more 
ftdthfulness. Why should the prettiest sight I have ever 
seen in my life make a bad impression on me ? How 
hi^py would lovers be, could they but procure such mi- 
niature pictures I And after all it was but a picture, a 
^tle sleight-of-hand-decepti<m. Thou art trying and 
leasing me : but thou shalt see how I will stand it.' 

<< < The matter is more serious than thou thinkest,' 
said the fair one : < however, I am truly glad to see thee 
take it so lightly ; for much good may still be awaiting 
us both. I will trust in thee ; and for my own part do 
my utmost : only promise me that thou wilt never men- 
tion this discovery by way of reproach. Another prayer 
likewise I most earnestly make to thee : Be more than 
ever on thy guard against wine and anger.' 

<< I promised what she required ; I could have gone 
on promising to all lengths; but she herself turned 
•aside the conversaticm ; and thenceforth all proceeded 
in its former routine. We had no inducement to alter 
our place of residence : the town was large, the society 
various ; and the fine season gave rise to many an ex- 
cursion, and garden-festival. 
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«< hi all snch amwemeiiti the pretence of my wife 
irwi wekome^ nay, eagerly denred» by women as well 
-tm men. A kind innnnadng manner, joined with a 
certain dignity of bearing, eecared to h^ on all handa 
praise and estimation. Beddes, she conld play bean- 
tifolly on the lute^ accompanying it with her Tmee ; 
and no social night could be perfect, unless crowned by 
the graces of this talent. 

'* I will be free to confess that I hare nerer got 
much good of music ; on the cmitrary, it has always 
rathor had a disagreeable effect on me. My lair one 
soon noticed this, and accordingly, when by onrselres, 
she never tried to entertain me by such means : in re- 
tmn, however, she appeared to indemnify herself while 
in society, where indeed she always fonnd a crowd of 
admirers. 

<< And now, why should I deny it, our late dialogue, 
in spite of my best intentions, had by no means suf- 
ficed to abolish the matter within me : on the contrary, 
my temper of mind had by d^^rees got into the stran- 
gest tune, almost without my being conscious of it. 
One night, in a large company, this hidden grudge 
broke loose, and by its consequences produced to my- 
self the greatest damage. 

** When I look back on it now, I in fact loved my 
Beanly &r less, after that unlucky discovery : I was 
also growing jealous of her ; a whim that had never 
struck me before. This night at table, I found myself 
placed very much to my mind beside my two neigh- 
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bmrsiacoople of ladiei^ wim^ibrtoiiM timsyfaid i^pear« 
ed to me Twy dMunmng. Amid jesting and soft small 
talk, I was not sparing of my wine : while, on tlie other 
sUsy a pair of musical dilletsati had got hold of mf 
wifty and at last eontriTed to lead the company into 
singing separately, and by way of chorus. This put 
me into ilUhuuMwr. The two amateurs appeared to me 
impertinent ; the singing vexed me ; and when, as ny 
torn came, they even requested a solo-strophe from me, 
I grew truly indignant, I emptied my glass, and set it 
down agm with no sc^ movement. 

** Tht grace of my two fair neighbours soon pluaied 
me, mdeed ; but there is an evil nature in wra^, when 
oftce it is set agoing. It went <m fermenting within me, 
tho«^ all things were of a kind to induce joy and conn 
plaisance. On the contrary, I waxed more spleneiie 
dian ever when a lute was produced, and my fur one 
began fingering it and singing, to the admiration of tA 
the nst. Unhappily, a goieral ^ence was requested. 
So liieB, I was not eveq to talk any more ; and these 
tones were going through me like a toothach. Was k 
any wondor that, at last, the smallest spaiic should 
Uow up ihB mu|e ? 

<< The songstress had just ended a song amid the 
kmdest applauset^ when «he looked over to me ; and 
this truly with the most loving face in ^ worM^ Un- 
Inekfly, its lovingness could not penetrate so far. ^le 
perceived tfait I had just gulped down a cup of wine, 
and was pouring out a fresh one. With her right km* 
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fager. Am bedumed to ma in kisd tkreatating. * Con* 
Bider tbBt H is wind I* said the^ not louder tbioi far my- 
flolf to hear it — * Water is for mermaida I* cried I««» 
* My ladiety' said she to my neighbomrsy * crown the 
cap widi idl your graoefahieesy that it be not too oftea 
•mptied/— ' Yon wiU not let yoorself be totored?* 
whaspered one of diem in my ear.. — * What aib the 
Dwwf ?' cried I, with a UHHie violent gestnre, in which 
I overset the glass.— < Ah, what yon have spilt I* cried 
tha iaaagon of women ; at the same time, twanging 
her strings, as if to lead back the attention of the com* 
peny ftom das distnrbence to herself. Her attempt 
saeceeded ; the more completely as she rose to her 
feet, seemingly that she mi^t |^y widi greater con- 
vcaienoe, and in this attitude continued preluding* 

^* At sight of the red wine running over the table- 
doth, I RTtamed to myself. I perceived the great fault 
I had bi^en gidty of; and it eat me through the very 
heart. Never till now had music spoken to me : the 
first v«ae she sang was a MaM% good-night to the 
company, here as diey were, as ihey might still fed 
thensdves together. \V^ the ne:i:t verse they became 
aa if scattered asunder ; each felt hinisdf sditary, se- 
parated, no one could fency diat he was present any 
longer. Bat what didl I say of the last verse? It was 
directeid to me ahme ; the voice of ii^ed Love bid* 
Inng fereweU to Morosenees and Caprice. 

^ In sconce I conducted her home $ foreboding no 
good. Scarcdy, however, had we reached our cham- 
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ber, when she began to show herself exceedingly kind 
and grac^uly nay, even rognish ; she made me the hap- 
piest of all men. 

<< Next morning, in high spirits and fall of loTe> I 
said to her : < Thou hast so often song, when asked in- 
tompany ; as, for example, thy touching farewell soi^ 
last night. Come now, for my sake, and sing me a 
dainty gay welcome to this morning hour, that we may 
feel as if we were meeting for the first time.' 

<< ' That I may not do, my friend,' said she serious- 
ly. < The song of ]ast night referred to our parting, 
which must now forthwith take place : for I can only 
tell thee, the violation of thy promise and oath will 
hare the worst consequences for us both ; thou hast 
scoffed away a great felicity, and I too must renounce 
my dearest wishes.* 

<< As I now pressed and entreated her to explain 
herself more clearly, she answered : ' Tliat, alas, I can 
well do ; for, at all events, my continuance with thee 
is over. Hear, then, what I would rather have con- 
cealed to the latest times. The form, under which thou 
sawest me in the Box, is my natural and proper form i 
for I am of the race of King Eckwald, the dread Sove« 
reign of the Dwarfs, concerning whom authentic His- 
tory has recorded so much. Our people are still as of 
old laborious and busy, and therefore easy to govmi. 
Thou must not fancy that itke Dwarfs are behindhand 
in their manufacturing skill. Swords which fdlowed 
the foe, when you cast them after him ; invisible and 

8 
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mystmonaly binding chains ; impenetrable shields, and 
sndi like ware, in old times, foimed their staple pro- 
dnce. But now they chiefly employ themselyes with 
articles of convenience and ornament ; in which truly 
they sorpass all people of the Earth. I may well say, 
it would astonish thee to walk throogh onr workshops 
and warehouses. All this would be right and good, 
were it not that with the whole nation in general, but 
more particularly with the royal family, there is one 
peculiar circumstance connected.' 

<< She paused for a moment ; and I again begged 
farther light on these wonderful secrets ; which accord- 
ingly she forthwith proceeded to grant. 

<< < It is well known,' said she, < that God, so soon 
as he had created the world, and the ground was dry, 
and the mountains were standing bright and glorious, 
that God, I say, theveupon, in the very first place, cre- 
ated the Dwarfs ; to the end, that there might be rea- 
sonable beings also, who, in their passages and chasms, 
might contemplate and adore his wonders in the inward 
parts of the Earth. It is ferther well known, that this 
little race by degrees became uplifted in heart, and at- 
tempted to acquire the dominion of the Earth ; for which 
reason God then created the Dragons, in order to drive 
back the Dwarfs into their mountains. Now, as the 
Dragons themselves were wont to nestle in the large 
caverns and clefts, and dwell there ; and many of them, 
too, were in tiie habit of spitting fire, and working 
much other mischief, the poor little Dwarfs were by 
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tMs means thrown into exceeding straits and distzess, 
80 that not linowing what in tbo world to do, they 
hnmhly and ferrently tamed to God> and calbsd to him 
in prayer^ that he wonld vouchsafe to abolii^ tins on- 
cilean Dragon generation. But though it consisted not 
with his wisdom to destroy his own crealnres, yet the 
heary sufferings of the poor Dwarfs so moTed his ami- 
passion, that anon he created the Giants, ordaining them 
to fight these Dragons, and if not root them out, at least 
lessen their numbers. 

<< < ^owy no sooner had the Griants got moderately 
well through with the Dragons, than their hearts abo 
began to wax wanton ; and, in their presumption, they 
practised much tyranny, especially on the good little 
Dwarfs, who then once m€^e in their need turned to 
the Lord ; and he, by the powQr of his hand, created 
the Knights, who were to make war on the Giants 
and Dragons, and to live in concord with the Dwarfe. 
Hereby was the work of creation completed on this 
side : and it is plain, that henceforth Giants and Dra- 
gons, as well as Knights and Dwarfs, have always 
maintained themselves in being. From this, my friend, 
it will be clear to thee, that we are of the oldest nee 
on the Earth ; a circumstance which does us honour, 
but, at the same time, brings great disadvaatage along 
with it. 

'^ ^ For as there is nothing in the world that can en- 
sure for ever, birt all that has once been great, muat 
become Httle and fiside, it is our lot, also, that ever since 
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the creation of the world, we have been waning aud 
growing smaller ; especially the royal family, on whom, 
by reason of their pnre blood, this destiny presses 
Willi the heaviest force. To remedy this evil, onr wise 
teachers have many years ago devised the expedient of 
sending forth a Princess of .the royal house from time 
to time into the world, to wed some honourable Knight, 
that so the Dwarf progeny may be refected, and saved 
from entire decay.' 

<< Hiough my fair one related these things with an 
air of the utihost sincerity, I looked at her hesitating- 
ly ; for it seemed as if she meant to palm some fable 
on me. As to her owifi dainty lineage, I had not the 
smallest doubt : but that she should have laid hold of 
me in place of a Knight, occasioned some mistrust ; 
seeing I knew myself too well to suppose that my 
ancestors had come into the world by an immediate 
act of creation. 

<< I conceded my wonder and scepticism, and asked 
her kindly : ^ But tell me, my dear child, how hast 
thou attained this large and stately shape ? For I know 
few women that in richness of form can compare with 
thee.* — * Thou shalt hear,' replied she. < It is a settled 
maxim in the Council of the Dwarf Kings, that this 
extraordinary step be forborne as long as it possibly 
can ; which, indeed, I cannot but say is quite natural 
and ptoper. Perhaps they might have lingered still 
longer, ' had not my brother, bom after me, come into 
the world so exceedingly small, that the nurses actu- 
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illy lost him out of his swaddling-clothes, and no crea-^ 
tore yet knows whither he is gone. On this occur- 
rence, unexampled in the annals of Dwarfdom, the 
Sages were assembled ; and without more ado, the re- 
solution was taken, and I sent out in quest of a hus- 
band.' 

<< < The resolution I* exclaimed I ; < that is all ex- 
tremely well. One can resolve, one can take his reso- 
lution : but to give a Dwarf this heavenly shape, how 
did your Sages manage that ?' 

<^ < It had been provided for already,* said she, ^ by 
our ancestors. In the royal treasury, lay a monstrous 
gold ring. I speak of it as it then appeared to me, 
when I saw it in my childhood : for it was this same 
ring, which I have here on my finger. We now went 
to work as follows : 

. ^' ^ I was informed of all that awaited me ; and in- 
structed what I had to do and to forbear. A splendid 
palace, after the pattern of my father's &vourite sum- 
mer residence, was then got ready: a main edifice, 
wings, and whatever else you could think of. It stood 
at the entrance of a large rock-cleft, which it deco- 
rated in the handsomest style. On the appointed day, 
our court moved thither, my parents also and myself. 
The army paraded ; and four-and-twenty priests, not 
without difficulty, carried on a costly litter the myste- 
rious ring. It was placed on the threshold of the 
building, just within the spot where you entered. Many 
ceremonies were observed ; and after a pathetic fare- 
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well) I proceeded to my task. I stept forward to the 
ring ; laid my finger on it ; and that instant, began 
perceptibly to wax in stature. In a few moments I 
had reached my present size ; and then I put the ring 
OB ray filler. But now, in the twinkling of an eye, 
the doors, windows, gates flapped to ; the wings drew 
up into the body of the edifice ; instead of a palace, 
stood a little Box beside me ; which I forthwith lifted, 
and carried off with me ; not wkhout a pleasant feel- 
ing in being so tall and strong, stiU, indeed, a dwarf to 
trees and mountains, to streams and tracts of land ; 
yet a giant to grass and herbs ; and above all, to ants, 
from whom we Dwarfs, not being always on the best 
terms with them, often suffer considerable annoyance. 

** ^ How it fieured with me on my pilgrimage, I might 
tell thee at great length. Suffice it to say, I tried 
many ; but no one save thou seemed worthy of being 
honoured to renovate and perpetuate the line of the 
glorious Eckwald.' 

" In the course of these narrations, my head had 
now and then kept wagging, without myself having 
absolutely shaken it. I put several questions ; to which 
I recwved no very satis&ctory answers ; on the con- 
trary, I learned, to my great affliction, that after what 
had happ^ied, she must needs return to her parents. 
She had hopes stfll, she said, of getting back to me : 
but for the present, it was indispensably necessary to 
present herself at court ; as otherwise, both for her and 
jne, there was nothing but utter ruin. The purses 
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would soon cease ,ta pay ; and who knew what i^l 
would be the consequences ? 

<^ On hearing thiit our money would run short, I 
iuquired no farther into consequences : I shrugged my 
shoulders ; I was silent, and she seemed to understand 
me. 

** We now packed up, and got into our carriage ; 
the Box standing opposite us ; in which, however, I 
could still see no symptoms of a palace. In ^tua way 
we proceeded several stages. Post-money and dnnk- 
money were readily and richly paid from the poudies 
to the right and left ; tiU at last we reached a moun- 
tainous district ; and no sooner had we alighted here, 
than my fair one walked forward, directing me to fol- 
low her with the Box. She led me by rather steep 
paths to a narrow plot of green ground, through which 
a clear brook now gushed in little falls^ now ran in 
quiet windings. She pointed to a little knoll ; bade 
me set the Box down there, then said : * Farewell ! 
Thou wilt easily find the way back ; remember me ; 
I hope to see thee again.' 

'^ At this moment, I felt as if I could not leave her. 
She was just now in one of her fine days, or if you will, 
her fine hours. Alone with so fair a being, on the 
green sward, among grass and flowers, girt in by rocks^ 
waters murmuring round you, wha^ heart could have 
remained insensible 1 1 came forward to seize her hand, 
to dasp her in my arms : but she motioned me back ; 
threatening me, thoi^ still kindly enough^ with great 
danger, if I did not instantly withdraw. 
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** *Ib iiuse no poMibilitjy theii^' exckimed/I, < of 
my staying with tfaee, of tliy keying me bemdt tbee ?* 
These wordsl vttered with tnch raefnl tones and ges<> 
tores, that she seemed touched hy them, and after some 
thought, confessed to me that a continnance of our 
iHiion was not entirely imposnbfe* Who hsfipier than 
1 1 My impoftmiityt whidi increased erery momeort, 
compelled her at last to come out with her sehaae, 
aifd inform me that if I too could resolvo on be- 
coming as Kttle as I had once seen her, I mi^it sttH 
remain with her, be admitted to her house, her king- 
dom, her &mily. The proposal was not idtogether to 
my n^d ; yet at this moment I positively could not 
tear myself away ; so, haying already for a good while 
been accustomed to ihe marvellous, and being at aH 
times pnme to bold enterprises, I closed with her offer, 
and said she might do with me as she pleased. 

<^I waa therei!q>on directed to hold out the little fin- 
ger of my right hand : die placed her own against it ; 
then with her left hand, she quite softly pulled the ring 
from her finger, and let it nm along mine. That instant, 
I felt a violent twinge on my finger : the ring shrunk 
together, and tortured me horribly. I gave a kmd cry, 
and caught round me for my fair one, but she had dis- 
appeared. What state of mind I was in during this 
moment, I find no words to express ; so I have no- 
thing more to say, but that I veiy soon, in my mi- 
niature size, found myself beside my fair one in a wood 
of grass-stalks. The joy of meeting after ^is short yet 
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most Strange separatioiiy or, if you will, of this re-imioii 
without separation^ exceeds all coaeeption. I fieli on 
hear neck ; ^e replied to my caresses, and the little 
pair was as happy as the large one, 

<^ With some ^fficulty, we now mounted a hill : I 
say difficulty, because the sward had become fcHr us 
an almost impenetrable forest. Yet at length we readi- 
ed a bare space ; and how surprised was I at perceiying 
there a large bolted mass ; which, ere long, I could not 
but recognise for the Box, in the same state as when I 
had set it down« 

<^ ^ Go up to it, my friend,' said she, < and do but 
knock with the ring : thou shalt see wonders.' I went 
up accordingly, and no soonar had I rapped, than I did, 
in fact, witness the greatest wonder. Two wings came 
jutting out ; and at the same time there fell, like scales 
and chips, yarious pieces this way and that ; while doors, 
windows, colonnades, and all that belongit to a ccmiplete 
palace at once came into view. 

<< If ever you have seen one of Rontchen's desks ; 
how, at one pull, a multitude of springs and latches get 
in motion, and writing board and writing materials, 
letter and money compartments, all at once, or in quick 
successicm, start forward, you will partly conceive how 
this palace imfolded itself, into which my sweet attend- 
ant now introduced me. In the large siJoon, I directly 
recognised the fire-place which I had formerly sees 
from above, and the chair in which she had then been 
siuing. And on looking up, I actually fancied I could 
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Still see something of the chink in ihe dome, through 
which I had peeped in. Ispareyouthe description of the 
rest : in a word, all was spadoosy splendid, and taste* 
fnl. Scarcely had I recovered from my astonishment, 
wbea I heard t£u off a sound of military music. My 
better half sprang up ; and with rapture announced to 
me the approach of His Majesty her Father. We stept 
out to the threshold, and here b^ield a magnificent 
{HTocession moving towards us, from a considerable 
deft in the rock. Soldiers, servants, officers of state, 
and glittering courtiers, followed in order. At last you 
observed a golden throng, and in ihe midst of it the 
King himself. So soon as the whole procession had 
drawn up before the palace, the King, with his nearest 
retinue^ stept forward. His loving daughter hastened 
out to him, pulling me along with her. We threw our- 
sdves at his feet ; he raised me very gradously ; and 
on coming to stand before him, I perceived, that in 
this little world I was still the most considerable figure. 
We proceeded togeliier to the palace ; where His Ma- 
jesty, in presence of his whole court, was pleased to 
welcome me with a well-studied oration, in which he 
expressed his surprise at finding us here ; acknowledged 
me as his son-in-law, and appointed the nuptial cere^ 
mony to take place on the morrow. 

*^ A cold sweat went over me as I heard him speak 
of marriage ; for I dreaded this even more than music, 
which otherwise appeared to me the most hateful thing 
on Earth. Your music-makers, I used to say, enjoy at 
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least the concieit of being in uniBon with each otJier^ and 
working in concord ; far when they have tweaked and 
tuned long ooion^, gntii^ our ears with ail manner of 
sereediesy they belieTe in their hearts that the matter 
is now adjusted, and one ins^oment accurately auted 
to the other. The band<4naster himself is in this happy 
dehtfion ; and so they set forth joyfully, thot^fa still 
tearing our nerves to pieces. In the marriagenitate, 
even this ie not the case : for ahbou^ it is but a duet, 
«nd you might think two vcmes, or even two instru- 
ments, mighk in some d^pree be attuned to each othor, 
yet this happens very seldom ; for while the man gives 
out one tone, the wife directly takes a higher one, and 
the man again a higher ; and so it rises from llie cham- 
ber to the choral ^ntch, and farther and fardier, tifl at 
last wmd-instroments themselves cannot reach it. And 
now, as harmonical music itself is an offence to me, it 
will not he suiprieoug that diidiarmonical dbould be a 
thing which I cannot endure. 

<^ Of the festivities in which the day was spent, I 
shall and can say nothing : for I paid small heed to 
any of thenu The sumptuous victuals, the generous 
wine, the royal amusements, I could not relish. I kept 
thinking and considering what I was to do. Here, 
however, there was but little to be considered. I de- 
tenmned, once for all, to take myself away, and hide 
a^oaewhere. Accordingly, I succeeded in reaching the 
•chink of a stone, where I entrenched and concealed my* 
«elf as wdl as might be. My first care after this was 



yGooQle 



WIliHELM MEISTER's TRAVSL8. 28S 

te gei the unhappy ring off my finger ; an eneteipiise, 
howey^, which wonld by no nean» prvspeiv ior on 
the contrary, I felt that erery pnll I gave^ the metal 
grew Btraiter and cramped am i^th yiolmit pains, whidi 
again abated so soon as I desisted fhnn my purpose. 

« Early in the m«ming I awoke (for my little person 
had slept, atid rery sowidly) ; and was just stepping 
out to look farther about me, when I felt a^nnd of rain 
coming on. Through the grass, flowers^ ilnd leaves, 
tha*e fell as it were something like usokd and grit in 
large quantities : but what was my horror iwhea the 
whole of it became alive, and an innumerable host of 
Ants rushed down ost me I No sooner did they observe 
me, than they made an attadc on all sides ; and though I 
defended myself stoutly and gallanlly enough, they at 
last so hemmed me in, so nipped and pinched me^ that 
I was glad to hear them calling to surrender. Isuit^a- 
dered instantly and wholly ; whereupon an Ant of riB- 
^>ectable stature approached me with courtesy, qajt, 
^th reverence, and even reconmiended itself to my 
good graces. I learned that the Ants had now become 
alUes of my fsther-in-law, and by him ]>een called out 
in ike present emergency, and commissioned to fetch 
me back. Here then was little I in the htoda of ora^ 
tures still less. I had nothing for it but looking forward 
to the marriage ; nay, I must now thank Heaven, if my 
€Ather-iii''law were not wroth, if my &ir one had not 
taken the stdlens. 
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^ Let me ddp ore^ the whole train of ceremonies : 
in a word, we were wedded. Graily and joyously as 
matters went, there were, nevertheless, solitary hoars, 
in which you were led justray into reflection ; and now 
there happened to me something which had never hap- 
pened before : what, and how, you shall learn. 

« Everything about me was completely adapted to 
my present fann. and wants ; the bottles and glasses 
were in a fit ratio to a little toper, nay, if yon will, bet- 
ter measure, in proportion, than with us. In my tiny 
pdate, the dainty tidbits tasted excell^itly; a kiss 
from the little month of my spouse was still the most 
charming thing in nature ; and I will not deny that no- 
velty made all liiese circumstances h%hly agreeable. 
Unhappily, however, I had not forgotten my former si- 
tuation. I felt within me a scale of bygone greatness ; 
and it rendered me restless and cheerless. Now, fdM* 
the first time, did I understand what the philosophers 
might mean by their Ideal, which they say so plagues 
the mind t>f man. I had an Ideal of myself ; and ofien 
in dreams I appeared as a giant. In short, my wife, 
.my ring, my dwarf figure, and so many other bonds 
and restrictions, made me utterly unhappy, so that I 
bc^;an to think seriously about obtaining my deliver- 
once. 

^ Being persuaded that the whole magic lay in the 
vingy I resolved on filing tins asunder. From the conrt- 
Jewdler, accordingly, I borrowed some files. By good 
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lucky I was left-handed, as, indeed, throngfaimt my 
wIh^ life, I had never done aught in itke right-Juunded 
way. I stood tightiy to the work : it was not small ; 
for the golden hoop, so thin as it appeared, had grown 
proportionably thicker in contracting from its fwmer 
length. All vacant honrs I privately applied to this 
task : and at last, the metal heing nearly through, I was 
provident enongh to step out of doors. This was a wise 
measure ; for all at once the golden hoop started sharp- 
ly from my finger, and my frame shot aloft with such 
violence, that I actually fancied I ^ould dash against 
the sky ; and, at all events, I must have holted through 
the dome of our palace; nay, p^haps, in my new 
awkwardness, have destroyed this sunmier-residence 
altogether. 

<< Here then was I standing again ; in truth, so much 
the larger, but also, as it seemed to me, so much the 
more foolish and helpless. On recovering from my 
stupe&ction, I observed the royal strong-box lying near 
me, which I found t6 be moderately heavy, as I lifted 
it, and carried it down the foot-path to the next stage ; 
where I directly ordered horses, and set forth. By the 
road, I soon made trial of the two side-pouches. In- 
stead of money, which appeared to be rmi out, I found 
a little key: it belonged to the strong-box, in which I 
got some moderate compensation. So long as this held 
out, I made use of the carriage : by and by I sold it, 
and proceeded by the Diligence. The strong-box, too, 
I at length cast from me, having no hope of its ever 
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filling agaiB. And thos in the end, thoogh after a cmi- 
siderabledrcnit, I again returned to the kitchen-hearth, 
to the hindlady and the oodk, where yoti were first in- 
troduced to me.*' 



yGooQle 



WILHELM M£IST£r'*S TEAVELS. 287 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Lbkari>o was overwhelmed with bnsmess, hia wri<* 
ting-office in the greatest activity ; clerks and secreta- 
ries finding no moment's rest ; while Wilhelm and Frie* 
drich, strolling over field and meadow^ were entertain* 
jng each other with the most pleasant conversation. 

And h^e, first of all, as necessarily happens between 
friends meeting after some separation, the question was 
started: How far they had altered in the interim? 
Friedrich would have it that WUhelm was exactly the 
same as before : to Wilhelm jagain it seemed that his 
young friend, though no whit abated in mirth and dis- 
cursivaiess, was somewhat more staid in his manner. 
^ It were pity," interrupted IViedrich, <^ if the hiher 
of three children, the husband of an exemplary matrim, 
had not likewise gained a little in dignity of bearing." 

Now, also, it came to light, that all the persons whom 
we got acquainted with in the Appreaiiceship were still 
living and well ; nay, better than before ; being now in 
fall and decisive activity ; each, in his own way, asso- 
ciated with many fellow-labourers, and striving to- 
wards the noblest aim. Of this, however, it is not f(Mr 
the present permitted us to impart any more precise 
information ; since, in a little book like ours, reserve 
and secrecy may be no unseemly qualities. 
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But whatever, in the course of this confidential con- 
versation, transpired respecting the Society in which 
we now are, as their more intimate relations, maxims, 
and ohjects, hy little and little, came to view, it is our 
duty and opportunity to disclose in this place. 

<< The whim of Emigration,'' such was the substance 
of Friedrich's talk on this matter, <' the whim of Emi- 
gration may, in straitened and psdnfhl circumstances, 
very naturally lay hold of men; if particular cases 
chance to be favoured by a happy issue, this whim 
will, in the general mind, rise to the rank of passion ; 
as we have seen, as we still see, and withal cannot deny 
that we, in our time, have been befooled by such a delu- 
sion ourselves. 

<< Emigration takes place in the treacherous hope of 
an improvement in our circumstances ; and it is too 
often counterbalanced by a subsequent emigration; 
since, go where you may, you still find yourself in a 
conditional world, and if not constrained to a new 
emigration, are yet inclined in secret to cherish such a 
desire. 

<< We have therefore bound ourselves to renounce 
all Emigration, and to devote ourselves to Migration. 
Heie one does not turn his back on his native country 
for ever ; but hopes, even after the greatest circuit, to 
arrive there again ; richer, w;^er, cleverer, better, and 
whatever else such a way of life can make him. Now, 
in society all things are easier, more certain in their 
accomplishment, than to an individual ; in which sense, 
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my friendy ocmsider what thou shalt obserre here ; for 
vrbatever thou mayest see, all and every port ctf it is 
meant to finward a great moveable comiezion among 
actiye and sufficient men of all classes. 

** But, as where men are, manners are too> I may 
explain thus much of our constitution by way of pre- 
liminary : When two of our number anywhere by ac- 
cident meety they conduct themselves towards each 
other according to their rank and fashion, according to 
custom of handicraft or art> or by some other such 
mode adapted to their mutual rehitions. Three meeting 
together are considered as a Unity, which governs it- 
self : but if a fourth join them, they instantly elect the 
Bond, one chief and three subjects. This Bond, how- 
ever many more combine with them, can still only 
be a single newly-elected person ; for, in the great as 
in the small scale, coregents are found to be mutually 
obstructive. 

^ Thou mayest observe that Lenardo unites, hi this 
way, more than a hundred active and able men ; unites, 
employs, calls home, sends forth; as to-morrow, an 
important day with us, thou wilt perceive and under- 
stand. Thou wilt then see the Bond dissolved ; the 
multitude divided into smaller societies, and the Bond 
multiplied : all the rest will at the same time become 
dear to thee. 

<< But, for the present, I invite thee to a short bout 
of reading. Here, under the shadow of these whis- 
pering trees, by the side of this still-flowing water, let 
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«• penue a sUnryy thk little paper, wlikh Leniordoy 
from the rich treaswes of his Collection* has intamsted 
to me ; that so holli of us may see llioroiig^y ivhal a 
difference there is between a mad pilgrimage, such as 
many lead in the world, and a well-meditated, happily- 
commenced undertaking like ours, of whidi I shall at 
tias time say no more in praise." 

The qnaint, fitfnl, and most dainty story of Tki 
Foolish Pilgrimers, with which onr two friends now 
occupied their morning, we feel ourselves constrains^ 
not nnrehictantly, l^ certain gniTe calculations, to rt* 
serre f<nr some teure and better season. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

LiKKAR]>o> hariflg freed himself from bviiiiess for an 
bcmr, tock dinner with his friends ; and St table he be- 
gan to explain to diem his family drcnmstances. His 
eldest sister was married. A rich brother-in-law, to 
the great satisiaetion of the Undo, had udertaken the 
management of all the estates ; with him Valerioa's 
husband was stoutly co-operating : they were labour*- 
ing on the great scale ; strengthening their enterprises 
by connexion wilh ^tant Cou n t ri e s and j^aces. 

Here likewise our oldest friends once more make 
tiieir appearance 2 Lothario, Wemer, the Abb^ are on 
their nde proceeding m the highest diligence, whife 
Jano oeci^ies Imnself with mtning. A general Insu- 
tance has been instituted ; we discern a Tast property 
in Land ; itnd on this depends the existence of a large 
Wandering Society^ the mdividuid members of which, 
under the conditikm of the greatest possible usefrdness, 
are recommended to all the world, are forwarded in 
every undertridng, and secwed against all mischances ; 
while they i^ain, as scattered colonists, may be sup 
posed to react on their mother country with faYomraUe 
itffluenees. 

Throughout all this, we observe Leaardo recognised 
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as the wandering Bond ; in smaller and greater combi- 
nations, he, f<»r most part, is elected : on him is placed 
the most unrestricted confidence. 

So far had the disclosure, partly from Lenardo, partly 
from Friedrich, proceeded without let, when both of 
them on a sudden became silent, each seeming to have 
scruples about communicating more. After a short 
pause, Wilhelm addressed them, and cr^ed : << What 
new secret again suddenly overshadows the friendliest 
explanation ? Will you again leave me in the livck?" 

" Not at all I" exclaimed Friedridi. " Do but hear 
me I He has found the Nutbrown Maid ; and fm her 

*^ Not for her sake,*' interrupted Lenardo* 
<< And just for her sake I" persLsted Friedrich. << Do 
not deceive yourself: for her sake you are changing 
yourself into a lawful vagabond ; as some others of us, 
not, in trjith, for the most praiseworthy purposes, have 
in time past changed ourselves into lawless vagrants.** 
<< Let us go along calmly," said Lenardo : << our 
friend here must be made acquainted with the state of 
our affidrs ; but, in the first place, let him have a little 
touch of discipline for himself. You. had found the 
Nutbrown Maid ; but to me you refused the know- 
ledge of her abode. For this I will not blame you : but 
what good did it do ? To discover this secret I was 
passionately incited ; and notwithstanding your saga- 
cious caution, I at length came upon the right trace. 
You have seen the good Maiden yourself; her circum- 
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Stances you hare accurately inrestigated ; and yet you 
did not judge l&em rightly. It is only the Loving who 
feels and discovers what the Beloved wishes and wants :. 
he can read it in her from her deepest heart. Let this 
at present suffice : for explanation we have no time left 
to-day. To-morrow I have the hottest press of husinesa 
to front : next day we part. But for your information, 
composure, and participating interest, accept this copy 
of a Week from my Journal : it is the hest legacy which 
I can leave you. By reading it, you will not indeed 
hecome wiser than you are and than I am : hut let this 
for the present suffice. The nearest future, or a more 
remote one, will arrange and direct : that is to say, in 
tiiis case, as in so many others, we know not whuX is to 
hecome of us." 

By way of dessert, Lenardo received a packet, at the 
opening of which, he, with some tokens of surprise, 
handed a letter to Wilhelm. << What secrets, what 
speedy concerns can sister Hersilia have with our 
friend ? < To he delivered instantly, and opened pri* 
vately, without the presence of any one, friend or stran* 
ger I' Let us give him all possible convenience, Erie- 
drich ; let us withdraw I'* Wilhelm hastily broke open 
the sheet, and read : 



Hersilia to Wilhelm, 

Wherever this letter may reach you, my noble 
friend, to a certainty it will find you in some nook, 
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where you ore ttrvmg in vaia %q hide from yoimelf. 
By making yon acquainted with my two fair danea, I 
hare d<Mae you a sorry service. 

But wherever you may he Inridng, and doubtless it 
will search you out» my promise is, that if, aiiter read- 
ing this letter, you do not forthwith leap from your 
seat, and, like a pious pilgrim, af^^ear in my prasence 
without delay, I must dedare you to be the manliest 
of all men i that is to aay, the one most completely 
vmd of the finest property belonging to our sex ; I mean 
Curiosity, which at this moment is afflicting me in its 
sharpest concentration. 

In one word, then, your Casket has now got its key ; 
this, howereiv none but you and I are to know. How 
it came into my hands, let me now tell yon. 

Some days ago, our Man of Iolw gets despatches 
from a distant Tribunal ; whereiii he was asked if, 
at such and sudbi a time, Ibere had not been a boy 
prowHng about our neigfabonrhood, who had played aU 
manner of tricks, and at length, in a rash enteifurise, 
lost his jacket. 

By the way this brat was deaeribed, bo doubt re- 
muned with us that he was Fits ; the gay oomrade 
whom Felix talked so much of, and ao often wished 
back to play with him. 

Now, for the present, those Authorities request that 
said article of dress may be sent to them, if it is still 
in existence ; as the boy, at last involved in judicial 
examinations, refers to it. Of this demand our Law- 
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yw thuaom lo make mflntiM ; he ihows ob the little 
frook heforo eenduig tt off. 

Some good er evil spirit iMspen me te grope the 
breast-pocket : a little aagnlar prickly Something comet 
into my hand ; I, so timoraasy ticklish, and startlish as 
I nsiially am, denoh my hand, clench it, hM my peace, 
and the jerkin is sent away. Directly, of all feelings, 
the strangest seiaes me. At the first stoJen gkmee, I 
saw, I guessed that it was the key of yonr little Box. 
And now came wondrous somples of coaseienoe, and all 
sorts of mofsl doubts. To discover, to give back my 
windfidi, was imposrible ; what hare those longuwigged 
judges to do wi^ it, when it may be so useful to my 
friend I And Uien, again, aM manner of quetiiens i^ut 
R^ht and Duty begin lifting up their races ; but I 
would not let them outvote me. 

FVom this you peronye into what a situation my 
friendship for you has reduced me : a didice faculty 
deyelopes itself, all on a sudden, for your sake ; what 
an occunrence I May it not be something more than 
Friendship that so holds the balance of my conscience ? 
* Between guilt and curiosity I am wonderfuUy discom- 
posed ; I have a hundred whims and stories about what 
may follow : Law and Judgment will not be trifled with. 
Hersilia, the careless, and as occasion served, capricious 
Hersilia, entangled in a criminal process, for this is the 
scope and tendency of it I And what can I do, but 
think of the friend for whose sake I suffer all this ? I 
^ught of you before, yet with fAQsee ; but now I think 
of you incessantly; now whrai my heart throbs, aad 
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I diink of the Seyenth Connnandmait, I most torn to 
yoa> aa to the Saint, who has caused this sin, and wiU 
also procure me an absolution : thus the opening of the 
Casket is the only thing that can compose me. My 
curiosity is growing strongs and doubly strong : come 
and bring the Casket with you I To what judgment- 
seat it properly belongs we will make out between us : 
till then let it remain between us ; no one must know 
of it, be who he will. 

But now, in conclusion, look here, my Mend I And 
tell me, what say you to this picture of the riddle ? 
Does it not remind yon of Arrows with barbs ? God 
help us I But the Box must first stand un<^>ened be- 
tween you and me ; and then when opened, tell us fiw- 
ther what we have to do. I wish there were nothing 
whatever in it ; and who knows what all I wish, and 
what all I could tell : but do you look at this, and has- 
ten so much the faster to get upon the road. 




Frederick returned more gay and lively than he had 
gone : « Good news I" cried he : « good luck I Lenar- 
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do has receiyed some pretty letters, to fecilitate the 
parting :- credit more than svifficieiit ; and thou too shalt 
have thy share in it. Fortune herself surely knows 
not what she is about ; for once in her time she has 
done wise worthy fellows a feyonr." 

Hereupon he handed to his friend some clipped frag- 
ments ai mi4>s, \nth directions where they were to be 
produced, and changed for hard cash or bills, as he 
might dboose. Wilhelm was obliged to accept them, 
though he kept assuring his companion, that for the 
present he had no need of such things. << Then others 
will need them I" cried Friedrich : <* constrain not thy 
good feelings ; and whereyer thou art, appear as a be- 
nefoctor. But now come along, let us haye a look at 
this manuscript : it is long till night ; one tires of talk- 
ing and listening, so I haye begged some writing for 
our entertainment. Eyery leaf in Lenardo's Archiyes 
is penned in the spirit of the whole : in giying me this, 
he said : < Well, take it, and read it ; our friend will 
acquire more confidence in our Society and Bond) the 
m<Hre good members he becomes acquainted with.' " 
* The two then retired to a cheerful q>ot ; and Fried- 
rich read, enliyening willi much natural energy and 
mirth, what be found set down for him. 
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WHO CAN THE TRAITOR BE ? 

<< No I No I'' exclaimed he, yiolently and hastily 
msliing into the chamber allotted him, and setting down 
his candle : " No ! it is in^oasible I Bnt whither shall 
I turn ? For the first time I tiiink otherwise than he ; 
iac the first tame, I feel, I wish otherwise. O father ! 
conldst thou hut be present inyisibly, couldrt ihon bnt 
iook through and through me, thon wooldst see thai I 
mm stiU the same, still thy true, obedient, affectionate 
son. Yet to say No I To contradict my fistther's dear- 
er long-cherished wish I How shall I disclose it ? 
How shall I eiq>res8 it ? No, I cannot marry JnBa I 
While I speak of it, I shudder. And how shall I appear 
heiore him, tell him this, him the good, hind fiUiher ? 
He looks at me with astonishment, without speaki^ : 
the prudent, clear-sifted, gifted wan, can find no 
words. Woe is me I Ah, I know well to whom I 
would confide this pain, this perplexity ; who it is I 
woidd <^oose fior my adrocate I Before all otiien, 
thou, Lueinda ! And I would first tell thee how I 
loFe thee, how I give mysdtf to thee, and pressingly 
entreat thee to speak for me ; and if thou canst lore 
me again, if thou wilt be mine, to speak for us both.'' 

To explain this short pithy monologue will require 
some details. 

Professor N. of N. had an only boy of singular beau- 
ty, whom, till the child's eighth year, he had left en- 
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tMy in charge of hia wife. This excellent woman had 
directed the hours and days of her ami, in liying, learn- 
ings and all good hehayionr. She died ; and the father 
instantly felt, that to prosecute this parental tutelage 
was impdisaible. In their lifetime, all had been har- 
mony between the parents : they had laboured for a 
c<Mnmon aim, had determined in cmicert what was next 
to be done ; and the mother had not wanted skill to 
execute wisely, by herself, what the two had planned 
together. Double and treble was now the widower's 
anxiety, seeing, as he could not but daily see, that for 
the s<»s of professors, even in uniyernties, it was only 
by a sort of miracle that a happy education could be 
expected. 

In this strait he appHed to his friend the Oberamt*- 
maam of R., with whom he had already been treating 
of plabs for a closer alliance between their fiEunilies. 
The Obevamtmann gare him counsel and assistance : 
so the son was established in one of those Institutions, 
whkdi still flourish in Germany, and where charge is 
tdsen of ilie whole man, and body, soul, and spirit are 
trained with all attention. 

The son was thus provided for ; the father, however, 
felt himself very lonely : robbed of his wife ; shut out 
from the cheerful presence of the boy, whom he had 
seen, without effort of his, growing up in such desira- 
ble culture. But here again the friendship of the Ober- 
amtmann served him in good stead : the distance of 
their abodes ranished before his afiection, hiv desire for 
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moYement, for diversion of thought. In this hospitable 
home the widowed Man of Letters found, in a fBunily 
circle motherless like his own, two beautiful little 
daughters growing up in diyerse loveliness ; a state of 
things which more and more confirmed the fathers in 
their purpose, in their hope, of one day seeing ihdr 
families united in the most joyful bonds. 

They lived under the sway of a mild good Rince : 
the meritorious Oberamtmann was certain of his post 
during life ; and in the appointment of a successor, hia 
recommendation was likely to go far. And now, ac- 
cording to the wise feunily arrangement, sanctioned also 
by the Minister, Luddor was to train himself for the 
important office of his future father-in-law. This in 
consequence he did, from step to step. Nolbing was 
neglected in communicating to him all sorts of know- 
ledge, in developing in him all sorts of activity, wiiich 
the State in any case requires : practice in rigorous ju- 
dicial law ; and also in the laxer sort, where prudence 
and address find their proper field ; foresight for daily 
ways and means ; not excluding higher and more cmn- 
prehensive views, yet all tending towards practical life, 
and so as with effect and certainty to be employed in 
its concerns. 

With such purposes had Luddor spent his school- 
years : by his father and his patron, he was now warn- 
ed to make ready for the university, la all departments 
he already showed the fairest talents ; and to Nature he 
was farth^ indebted for the singular happiness of indi^ 
ning, out of love for his £atber, out of respect for his friend, 
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to torn his capabilities, first from obedience, then (rom 
conviction, im that yery object to which he was direct- 
ed* He was placed in a foreign uniyersity, and here> 
both by his own account in his letters, and by the tes- 
timony of his teachers and oyerseers, he continued walk- 
ing in the path that led towards his appointed goal. It 
was only objected to him, that in certain cases he had 
been too impetnonsly brave. The father shook his head 
at this ; the Oberamtmann nodded. Who would not 
have been proud of such a son ? 

Meanwhile, the two daughters, Julia and Lucinda, 
were waxing in stature and graces. Julia, the younger, 
waggish, lovely, unstable, highly entertaining ; the 
other difficult to pourtray, for, in her sincerity and pu- 
rity, she represttsited all that we prize most in woman. 
Visits were paid and repaid; and, in the Professor's 
house, Julia foimd the most inexhaustible amusement. 
Geography, which he fiedled not to enliven by Topo- 
graphy, belonged to his province ; and no sooner did 
Julia cast her eyes on any of the volumes, of which a 
whole series from Homann's warehouse were standing 
there, than the cities all and sundry had to be muster- 
ed, judged, preferred, or rejected : all havens especial- 
ly obtained her favour ; other towns, to acquire even a 
. slight approval from her, must stand forth well supplied 
with steeples, domes, and minarets. 

Julia's father often left her for weeks to the care of 
his tried friend. She was actually advancing in know- 
ledge of her science ; and already the inhabited world, 
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in itfi mttn featnrefl, in its chief points and places^ sto^ 
be£(M« her with some accuracy and disdnctnesa. The 
garfos of foreign nations attracted her peenliar atten- 
tion ; and often when her fostOT^&ther asked her in 
jest s If among the many yoong handsome men who 
were passing to and fro before her window^ tiiere was 
not some one or other whom she liked P she wonld 
imsw^ t << Yes, indeed, if he do but look odd enough." 
And as onr yonng students are seldom behindhand in 
this particular, she had often occasion to take notice of 
indiriduals among them : they brought to her mind 
the costome of foreign nations ; howerer, she declared 
in the end, that if she was to bestow her undivided at* 
tentimi on any one, he must be at least a Oreek, equips 
ped in the complete fashion of his cOttotry ; on which 
account, also, she longed to be at some Leipzig Fair, 
where, as she understood, such potons were to be seen 
walking the streets. 

After his dry and often kksome labours^ our Teach^ 
had now no hqypier moments, than those he spent in 
mirthfully instructing her ; triumphing witiml, in secret^ 
that a being so attractive, ever entertaining, ever enter* 
tained, was in the end to be his own daughter. Tot 
the rest, the two fathers had mutually agreed, that no 
hint of their purpose should be communicated to the • 
girls ; from Lucidor, also, it was kept secret. 

Thus had years passed away, as indeed they very 
lightly pass ; Lucidor presented himself completed, ha- 
ving stood all tridls to the joy even of the superior over- 



yGooQle 



WILHBLM MSISTSR's TBAYBLS. 308 

sears, who wished notfaiiig more heartily thm betag 
able, with « good cmiidenoe, to fulfil the hopes of old, 
worthy, ftnroored, and desaring seryants* 

Aad so the bmness had at length by quiet regular 
steps come so far, that Luddor, after having demean* 
•d himself in subordinate stations to nmyersalsatis&c* 
tion, was now to be plaeed in a rery adrantageous 
post, sidtablo to Ins wishes and merits, and lying just 
midway between the University and the Obeiamtman* 
ship* 

The fimher now spoke with his son about JuHa, of 
whom he had hitherto only hmted, as about his bride 
and wife, without any doubt or condition ; eongratula^ 
tmg him on tlie happiness of having appropriated such 
a jewel to himseE The Professor saw in £euM;y Ins 
dMigfater-^in-law again from time to tine in his house ; 
oeeupied wtdi charts, plan% and views of cities : the 
son recalled to mind the gay and most lovely creature, 
who, in times et ddl^iood, had, by her rogueries as 
by her kmdMness, always delighted him. Luddor was 
new to ride over to the Oberamtmann's, to take a 
closer view of the full-grown fair one ; and, for a few 
weeks, to surrender himsielf to the habitudes and fiEoni- 
harity of her household. If the young people, as was 
to be hoped, should speedily agree, the Professor was 
fiarthwith to appear, that so a solemn betrothment might 
for ever secure the antidpated happiness. 

Luddor arrives, is received with the friendliest wel- 
come ; a chamber is allotted him ; he arranges himself 
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tiiere, and appears. And now he finds, besides the mem- 
bers of the famOy ahready known to us, a grown-np son ; 
misbred certainly, yet shrewd and good-natured; so 
that if you liked to take him as the Jesting Counsellor 
of the party, he fitted not ill with the rest. There be- 
longed, moreoyer, to the house, a very old, but healthy 
and gay-hearted man ; quiet,^ wise, discreet ; comple- 
ting his life, as it were, and here and there requiring a 
little help. Directly after Lucidor, too, there had ar- 
riyed another stranger; no longer young, of an im- 
pressire aspect, dignified, thoroughly well-bred, and, by 
his acquaintance willi the most distant quarters of the 
worid, extremely entertaining. He was called AntonL 

Julia receiyed her announced bridegroom in fit order, 
yet with an excess rather than a defect of firankness : 
Ludnda, on the other hand, did the honours of the 
house, as her sister did those of herself. So passed the 
day ; peculiarly agreeable to aU^ only to Lucidor not : 
he, at all times silent, had been forced, that he might 
ayoid sinking dumb entirely, to employ himself in ask- 
ing questions ; and in this attitude, no one appears to 
adyantage. 

Throughout he had been absent-minded ; for at the 
first glance he had felt, not ayersion or repugnance, yet 
estrangement, towards Julia : Lucinda, on the contrary, 
attracted him, so that he trembled eyery time she look- 
ed at him with her full pur^ peaceful eyes. 

Thus hard bested, he reached his chamber the first 
night, and gaye yent to his heart in that soliloquy with 
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which we began. But to ezplun this safficiently, to 
show how the violence of tuch an emphatic speech 
agrees with what we know of him already, another 
Httle statement will be nec^sary. 

LncidcH* was of a deep character ; and for most part 
had something else in his mind, than what the present 
scene required: hence talk and social conversation 
would never prosper rightly with him ; he felt this, 
and was wont to continue silent, except when the to- 
^c happened to be particular on some department which 
he had completely studied, and of which, whatever he 
needed was at all times ready. Besides this, in his 
early years Ott school, and later at the university, he 
had been deceived in friends, and had wasted the ef-* 
fusions of his heart unhappily ; hence every commimi- 
cation of his feelings seemed to him a doubtful step, 
and doubting destroys all such communication. Willi 
hk father he was used to speak only in unison ; there- 
fore, his full heart poured itself out in monolc^es, so 
soon as he was by himself. 

Next morning he .had summoned up his resolution ; 
and |ret he almost lost heart and composure again, 
when j^ilia met him with still more friendliness, gaiety, 
and frankness, than ever. She had much to ask ; about 
his jomneys by land and journeys by water ; how, 
when a student, with his knapsack on his back, he had 
roamed and climbed through Switzerland, nay, crossed 
the Alps themselves. And now of those fair islands 
on the great SouUiem Lake, she had inuch to say ; and 
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then backwards, the Rhme nrast be accompanied from 
his pimary origin ; at iBrst, through most nndelicioiiB 
regions, and so downwards through many an alterna- 
tion, till at length, betwete Maynz and Coblenz, yon 
find it still worth while respectfiilly to dismiss the old 
River from his last confinement, into the wide worlds 
into the sea. 

Lucidor, in the course of this recital, feh hims^ 
much lightened in heart; he narrated willingly and 
weU, so that Jnlia at last exclaimed in, nature : << It is 
thus that our other self should be I*' At which phrase 
Lucidor again felt startled and frightened; thinking 
he saw in it an allusion to their friture pilgrimage in 
common through life. 

From his narrative duty, however, he was soon re- 
lieved : for the stranga*, Antoni, very speedily over- 
shadowed all mountain streams, and rocky banks^ and 
rivers whether hemmed in or left at liberty. Under 
his g^dance you now went forward to Genoa ; Livor<« 
no lay at no great distance ; whatever was most inte- 
resting in the country you took with you as fair spoil ; 
Naples, too, was a place you should see before you 
died ; and then, in truth, remained Constantinople, 
which also was by no means to be neglected. Antoni's 
descriptions of the wide world carried the imagination 
of every hearer along with hiju, though A'qtoni himself 
introduced little fire into the subject. Julia, quite en- 
raptured, was stip nowise satisfied : she longed for 
Alexandria, Cairo, and,*above all, for the Pyramida ; of 
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which, by the lemons of her intended imther-in*la(W, she 
had gained some moderate knowledge. 

Lacidor, next nig^t (he had scarcely shut his door * 
the candle he had not put down) exclaimed : <^ Now^ 
bethink thee, then ; it is growing serious I Thou hast 
studied and meditated many serious things : what avails 
thy law-leamingy if llion canst not act like a man of 
law ? View thyself as a delegate, forget thy own feel- 
ingSy and do what it would behove thee to do for ano- 
ther. It thickens and closes round me horribly ! The 
stranger is plainly come for the sake of Ludnda ; she 
shows him the fEurest, noblest social and hospitable 
attentions : that little fool would run through the w<»ld 
with any one for anything or nothing. Besides, she is 
a wag ; her interest in cities and countries is a farce, 
by which she keeps us in silence. But why do I look 
at the a£fair so perplexedly, so narrowly ? Is not the 
Oberamtmann himself the most judicious, the clearest, 
the kindest mediator ? Thou wilt tell him how thou 
feelest and thinkest ; and he will think with thee, if 
not likewise feel. With thy father he has all influence. 
And is not the one as well as the other his daughter ? 
What would this Antoni the Traveller willi Lucinda, 
who is bom for home, to be happy and to make happy ? 
Let the wavering quicksilver fasten itself to the Wan- 
dering Jew s that will be a right match." 

Next morning Luddor came down, with the firm 
purpose of speaking with the fother ; and waiting on 
him expressly to that end, at the hour when he knew 
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ham to be disengaged* How great was Ihs vexation, 
his perplexity, on learning tliat the Oberamtmann bad 
been called away on business, and was not expected 
till the day after the morrow 1 Julia, on this occasion, 
seemed to be expressly in her travelling fit ; she kept 
by the world-wanderer, and, with some sportive hits at 
domestic economy, gave up Lncidor to Lucinda. If 
onr friend, viewing this noble maiden from a certain dis- 
tance, and imder one general impression, had already, 
with his whole heart, loved her, he fiedled not now in 
this nearest nearness to discover with donble and treble 
vividness in detail, all that had before as a wh<^e at- 
tracted him. 

llie good old friend of the family now brought 
himself forward, in place of the absent folher : he toe 
had lived, had loved ; and was now, after many hard 
bnffettings and bruises of life, resting at last, refreshed 
and cheerful, beside the friend of his youth. He en- 
livened the conversation ; and especially expatiated on 
perplexities in choice of wires; relating several re* 
markable examples of explanations, both in time and 
too late. Lucinda appeared in all her splendour. She 
admitted : That acddent, in all departments of life, and 
so likewise in the business of marriage, often produced 
the best result ; yet that it was finer and prouder when 
one could say he owed his happiness to himself, to the 
silent calm conviction of his heart, to a noble purpose 
and a quick determination. Tears stood in Luddor's eyes 
as he applauded this s^timent: directJy afterwards. 
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the two ladies went out. The old president liked well 
to deal in iDostratiTe histories ; and so the conrersa- 
tion expanded itself into details of pleasant instances^ 
i^ich^ howeyer, touched our hero so closely, that none 
hut a youth of as delicate manners as his could hava 
refrained from breaking out with his secret He did 
Inreak out, so soon as he was hy hims^* 

** I hare constrained myself V* exclaimed he i ^ with 
such perplexkies I will not yex my good fiither : I have 
forfoome to speak ; for I see in this wcnrthy old man 
die substitute of both fathers. To him will I speak ; 
to him disclose the whole: he will surely bring it about; 
he has already almost spok^i what I wish. Will he 
censure in the isdiyidual case what he praises in gene* 
ral ? To-moiTow I vmt him : I must giye rent to dus 
oppression." 

At break£Burt, the old man was not present : last 
night he had spoken, it appeared, too much ; had sat 
to6 kmg, and likewise dnuik a drop or two of wine be- 
yond his custom. Much was said in his jHraise ; many 
anecdotes were related ; and precisely of such sayings 
and doings ae brought Lucidor to despur for not having 
forthwith applied to him. This unpleasant feeling was 
but aggravated, when he learned that in such attacks of 
disorder the good old man would often not make his 
re-appearance for a week. 

For social converse, a country re^ence has many 
advantages ; especially when the owners of it have, fw 
a course of years, been induced, as thUddng and fpel- 



yGooQle 



310 WILH£LM MKISTER's TAAV£LS. 

ing persons, to improye the natural ci^pabiHties of their 
miTiroBs. Such had been the good fortune of this spot. 
The Oberamtmann, at first unwedded, then in a long 
hi^P7 mairiage, himself a man of fortune, and occu- 
pying a lucratire post, had, according to his own judg- 
ment and perception, according to the taste of his wife, 
nay, at last according to the wishes and whims of his 
children, laid out and forwarded many laiger and small- 
er decorations ; which by d^rees being skilfully c(m- 
nected with plantations and paths, afforded to the pro- 
menader a very beautiful, continually yarying, charac- 
teristic series of scenes. A pilgrimage through' ^lese, 
our young hosts now proposed to their guest ; as in ge- 
neral we take pleasure in showing our improvements 
to a stranger, that so what ha6 become habitual in our 
eyes, may appear with the charm of novelty in his, and 
leave with him, in permanent remembrance, its first 
favourable impression. 

The nearest, as well as the most distant part of llie 
grounds, was peculiarly appropriate for modest deco- 
rations, and altogether rural individualities. Fertile 
hills alternated with well-watered meadows ; so that 
the whole was visible from time to time, without being 
flat ; Mid if the land seemed chiefly devoted to pur- 
poses of utility, the graceful, tiie attractive, was by no 
means excluded. 

To the dwelling and office-houses were united various 
gardens, orchards, and green spaces ; out of which you 
imperceptibly passed into a littie wood^ with a broad. 
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clear carriage-road winding up and down through the 
midst of it. Here, in a central spot, on the most con- 
siderable eleration, there had been a Hall erected, with 
side-chambers entering from it. On coming through 
the main-door, you saw in a large mirror llie most 
&YOurable prospect whidi the country afforded ; and 
were sure to turn round that instant, to recover your- 
self on the reality from the effect of this its unexpected 
image ; for the approach was artfully enough contrived, 
and all that could excite surprise was carefully hid tiU 
the last moment. No one entered but felt himself plea- 
snrably tempted to turn from the miiror to Nature, and 
from Mature to the mirror. 

Once in motion in this fairest, brightest, longest day, 
our party made a spiritual campaign of it, over and 
through the whole. Here llie daughters pointed out 
the evening seat of their good mother, where a stately 
box tree had kept clear space all round it. A little far- 
ther on, Lucinda's place of morning-prayer was half- 
roguishly exhibited by Julia : dose to a little brodc, 
between poplars and alders, with meadows sloping 
down from it, and fields stretching upwards. It was 
indescribably pretty. You thought you had seen such 
a spot everywhere, but nowhere so impressive, and so 
perfect In its simplicity* In return for this, the young 
master, also half against Julia's will, pointed out the 
tiny groves, and child's gardens, which, close by a snug-. 
lying mill, were now scarcely discernible : they dated 
from a time when Julia, perhaps in her tendi year, had. 
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. taken it into her head to become a milleress ; intend- 
ing^ afiter the decease of the two old occapants, to as- 
sume the management herself, and choose some brave 
millman for her husband. 

** That was at a time,** cried Julia, *^ when I knew 
nothing of towns lying on rivers, or even on the. sea; 
nothing of Genoa, of Nafdes, and the like. Yom* wor- 
thy fiedh^, Lucidor, has converted me ; of late I come 
0eldom hither/' She sat down with a roguish ak, on a 
little bench, that was now scarcely large enough for her ; 
under an elder-bough^ which had bent deeply towards 
the ground: << He on this cowering 1" cried die ; then 
started up, and ran off with her gay brother. 

The remaining pair kept up a rational conversation ; 
and in these cases, reason approaches close to the bor- 
ders of feeling. Wandering over changeful, simple na- 
tural objects, to contemplate at leisure how connii^ 
sdieming man contrives to gain some {vofit from th^n ; 
how his p^ception of what is laid before him, combi- 
ning with the feding of his wants, does wonders, first 
in rendering the world inhabitable, then in peopling it, 
and at last in overpeopling it : all this could here be 
talked of in detail. Ludnda gave account of every- 
thing ; and, modest as i^e was, she could not hide that 
ihese pleasant and convenient combinations <^ distant 
parts by roads, had been her woric, under the ^opo- 
gal, direction, or favour of her revered mother. 

But as the longest day at last bends down to even- 
ing, our party were at last forced to think of letam- 
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ing; and wbile devising some pleasant drcnif^ the 
meny brother frcipoaed that they should take the short 
road, though it commanded no fine prospects, and was 
even in some places mere difficult to get over. << For," 
cried he> ^* you have preached all day about your de^ 
corations and reparations^ and how you have unproved 
and beautified the scene for pictori^^ eyes and feeling 
hearts : let me also have my tunu" 

Accordingly, they now set forth over ploughed 
grounds, by coarse paths, nay sometimiBs picking th^ 
way by stepping-stones in boggy places ; till at last they 
perceived, at some distance, a pile of machinery tower*- 
ing iq) in manifrid combination. More closely exami- 
ned, it turned out to be a lai^ apparatus for sport and 
games, arranged not williout judgment, and in a cer- 
tain popular spirit. Here, fixed at suitable distances, 
stood a large swing-wheel, on "which the ascending and 
the descending riders mi^t still sit horizontally, and 
at their ease; other see-saws, swing-ropes, leaping* 
poles, bowling and nine-pins courses, and whatever can 
be fended for variedly and equally employing and di- 
vertmg a crowd of pe<^e gathered on a large common. 
^ Hiis," cried he, *^ is my invention, my decoration I 
And though my fiath^ found the money, and a shrewd 
fellow the brain necessary for it, yet without me, whom 
you often call a person of no judgment, money and 
brain would not have come together.** 

In tJiis cheerful mood, the whole four readied home 
by sunset. Antoni also joined them ; but the little Ju- 
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li% not yet satisfied with this nnrestiiig trave], ordered 
her coach, and set forth on a visit to a lady of her 
iriendsy in utter despair at not having seen her for two 
days. The party left behind began to feel embarrassed 
before they were aware; it was e¥en mentioned in 
W€ir6» that the father's absence distressed them. The 
conversation was about to stagnate, when all at once 
the madcap sprang from his seat, and in a few moments 
retomed with a hook, proposing to read to the com- 
pany. Lucinda forbore^ not to inqnire how this no- 
tion had occurred to him, now for the first time in a 
twelvemonth. '< Ev^ything occurs to me," said he, 
<< at llie jnroper season : this is more than you can 
say for yourself.*' He read them a series of genuine 
Antique Tales; such as lead man away from himself, 
flattering his wishes, and making him forget all those 
restrictions, between which, even in the hiq>piest mo« 
ments, we are still hemmed in. 

<< What shall I do now I'' cried Lucidor, when at last 
he saw himself alone. <^ The hour presses on : in An- 
toni I have no trust ; he is an utter stranger, I know 
not who he is, how he comes to b^ here, nor what he 
wants ; Lucinda seems to be his object ; and if so, what 
can I expect of him ? Nothing remains for me but ap- 
plying to Lucinda herself : she must know of it, she 
before all others. This was my first feeling : why do 
we stray into sidepaths and subterfuges? My first 
thought shall be my last, and I hope to reach my aim." 

On Saturday mormng, Lucidor, dressed at an early 
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hoar, was walkmg to and fro in his chamber ; thhikmg 
and ccMDning over Mb projected address to Lncinday 
when he heard a sort of jestfnl contention before his 
door, and the door itself directly afterwards went up* 
The mad yoimker was shoving in a boy before him, 
with cofiee and baked ware for the guest ; he himself 
carried cold meats and wine. ^ Go thou foremost," 
med the yonnker: << for the guest nrast be first ser- 
ved ; I am used to serve myself. My friend, to-day 
I am entering somewhat early and tumultuously : but 
let us take our breakfast in peace ; then we shall see 
what is to be done ; for of our company there is no^ 
thing to be hoped. The little one is not yet back frx>m 
her friend ; they two have to pour out their hearts to- 
gether every fortnight, otherwise the poor dear hearts 
would burst. On Saturdays, Ludnda is good for no- 
thing ; she balances her household accounts for my fr^ 
ther ; she would have had me taking share in the con- 
cern, but Heaven forbid I When I know the price of 
anything, no morsel of it can I relish. Guests are ex- 
pected to-morrow ; the old man has not yet got refit- 
ted ; Antoni is gone to hunt, we will do the same." 

Guns, pouches, and dogs were ready, as our pair 
stept down into the court ; and now they set forth over 
field and hill, shooting at best some leveret or so, and 
perhaps here and there a poor indifiPerent undeserving 
bird. Meanwhile they kept talking of domestic afiairs, 
of the household and company at present assembled in 
it. Antoni was mentioned, and Luddor £uled not to 
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inquire more nairowly about Urn. The gay yoonkery 
with some self-complaisaiice, asserted, that strange as 
the man was, and mueh mystery as he made i^Mnit 
himself, he, the gay younker, had abready seen through 
him and through him. ^* Without doubt," continued 
he, ** Antoni is the son of a rich mercantile family^ 
whose large partnership cimcem fell to min at the very 
time when he, in the full vigour of youUi, was prepa- 
ring to take a cheerful and active himd in their great 
undertakings, and withiA to share in their abundant pro- 
its^ Dashed down from the summit of his hopes, he 
gathered himself together, and undertook to perform 
for strangers what he was no longer in a case to per* 
form for his rdatives. And so he travelled through the 
world ; became thcxroughly acquainted with it and its 
mutual traffidkings ; in the meanwlule, not forgetting 
his own advantage* Unwearied diligence and tried 
fidelity obtained and secured for hiib unbounded con- 
fidence from many* Thus in all places he acquired 
connexions and friends ; nay, it is easy to see that his 
fortane is as'wid^y scattered abroad as his acquaint- 
ance; and accordingly his presence is from time to 
time required in aU quarters o^ the world." 

These things the merry younker told in a more cir- 
cumstantial and simple style, introducing many farci- 
cal observaticms, as if he meant to spin out his story to 
fall length. 

*^ How long, im instance," cried he, << has ^lis An* 
toni beto connected with my fother I They dunk I see 
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aothing, because I trouble myself about nothing ; but 
for this very reason, I see it better, as I take no inter- 
est in it. To my father he has intrusted large suns, 
who agun has deposited them securely and to adfantage. 
It was but last night that he gave our old dietetic 
friend a casket of jewels ; a finer, simpler, costlier 
piece of ware, I neyer cast my eyes on, though I saw 
this only with a single glance, for they make a secret 
of it. Most probably it is to be consigned to the bride 
for her pleasure, satisfection, and future security. An* 
t<mi has set his heart on Ludnda I Yet when I see 
^iem together, I cannot think it a well-assorted match. 
The hop-skip would hare suited him better ; I belieye, 
too, she would take him sooner than the elder would. 
Many a time, I see her looking over to the old cw* 
mudgeon, so gay and sympathetic, as if she could find 
in her heart to spring into the coach with him, and fly 
off at full gallop.'' Lucidor collected himself: he knew 
not what to answer ; all that he heard obtained his in- 
ternal approbation. The younker proceeded : <^ All 
along the girl has had a perverted liking for old people ; 
I believe, of a truth, she would have skipped away and 
wedded your father, as briskly as she would his son." 
Lucidor followed his companion, over stock and 
stone^ as it pleased the gay youth to lead him : both 
forgot the chase, which at any rate could not be pro- 
ductive. They called at a farm-house, where, being 
hospitably received, the one friend entertained himself 
with eating, drinking, and tattlmg; the other again 
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plunged into meditations, and projects for turning this 
new discovery to his own profit. 

From all these narrations and disclosures, Lucidor 
had acquired so much confidence in Antoni, that im- 
mediately on their return he adked for him, and has- 
tened into the garden, where he was said to he. In 
Tain I No soul was to he seen anywhere. At last he 
entered the door of the great Hall ; and strange enough, 
the setting sim, reflected from the mirror, so dazzled 
him, that he coidd not recognize the two persons, who 
were sitting on the sofa ; though he saw distinctly that 
it was a lady and a man, which latter was that instant 
warmly kissing the hand of his companion. How great, 
accordingly, was Lucidor s astonishment, when, on re- 
•covering his clearness of vision, he heheld Antoni sit- 
ting hy Lucinda I He was like to sink through the 
groimd : he stood, however, as if rooted to the spot ; 
till Lucinda, in the kindest, most unemharrassed man- 
ner, shifted a little to a side, and invited him to take a 
seat on her right hand. Unconsciously he obeyed her, 
and while she addressed him, inquiring after his present 
day's history, asking pardon for her absence on do- 
mestic engagements, he could scarcely hear her voice. 
Antoni rose, and took his leave : Lucinda, resting her- 
self frt>m her toil, as the others were doing, invitedLuci- 
dor to a short stroll. Walking by her side, he was silent 
and embarrassed ; she, too, seemed ill at ease : and 
had he been in the slightest degree self-collected, her 
deep-drawn breathing mu&^ have disclosed to him that 
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she had heartfeh sighs to suppress. She at last took 
her leave, as they approached the house: he on the 
o^er hand turned round, at first slowly, then at a vio- 
lent pace, to the open country. The park was too 
narrow for him ; he hastened through the fields, lis- 
tening only to the voice of his heart, and without eyes 
for the heauties of this loveliest evening. When he 
found himself alone, and his feelings were relieving 
their violence in a shower of tears, he exclaimed : 

<< Already in my life, hut never with such fierceness, 
have I felt the agony which now makes me altogether 
wretched: to see the long-wished-for happiness at 
length reach me ; hand-in-hand and arm-in-arm unite 
with me ; and at the same moment annoimce its eter- 
nal departure I I was sitting hy her, I was walking by 
her ; her fluttering garment touched me, and I have 
lost her I Reckon it not over, torture not thy heart 
with it ; be silent, and determine I" 

He laid a prohibition on his lips ; he held his peace, 
and planned and meditated, stepping over field and 
meadow and bush, not always by the smoothest paths. 
Liate at night, on returning to his chamber, he gave 
voice to his thoughts for a moment, and cried : << To- 
morrow morning I am gone ; another such day I will 
not fi-ont." 

And so, without undressing, he threw himself on the 
bed. Happy, healthy season of youth ! He was al- 
ready asleep ; the fatiguing motion of the day had 
earned for him the sweetest rest. Out of bright mom- 



yGooQle 



320 WILHELM MEISTER's TRAVELS. 

ing dreams, howeyer, the earliest sun awoke him : this 
was the longest day in the year ; and for him it threat- 
ened t<> he too long. K the grace of the peaceful even* 
ing star had passed ot«* him unnoticed, he felt the 
awakening heanty of the morning only to despair. The 
world was lying here as glorious as ev^ ; to his eyes 
it was still so ; hut his soul contradicted it ; all this be- 
longed to him no longer, he had lost Lucinda. 

His trayelling-bag was soon packed ; this he was to 
leave behind him ; he left no letter with it ; a verbal 
message in excuse of absence from dinner, perhaps 
also from supper, might be left with the groom, whom 
at any rate he must awaken. The groom, howeyB*, 
was awake already : Lucidor found him in the yard, 
walking with large strides before Ae stable-door. ^< Ton 
do not mean to ride ?" cried the usually good-natured 
man, with a tone of some spleen. << To you I may say 
it; but young master is growing worse and worse. 
There was he driving about far and near yesterday ; 
you might have thought he would thank God for a 
Simday to rest in. And see, if he does not come this 
m^nming before daybreak, rummages about in the stable, 
and while I am getting up, saddles and bridles your 
horse, flings himself on it, and cries : < Do but consi- 
der the good work I am doing I This beast keeps 
jog^ng on at a staid juridical trot, I must see and 
rouse him into a smart life-gallop.' He said something 
just so, and other strange speeches besides." 

Lucidor was doubly and trebly vexed : he liked the 
1 
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horse, as corresponding to his own character, his own 
mode of life ; it grieved him to figure his good sensible 
beast in the hands of a madcap. His plan, too, was 
overturned ; his purpose of flying to a college friend, 
with whom he had lived in cheerful cordial union, and 
in this crisis seeking refuge beside him. His old con- 
fidence had been awakened, the intervening miles were 
not counted ; he had fancied himself akeady at the side 
of his true-hearted and judicious friend, finding coun- 
sel and assuagement from hb words and looks. This 
prospect was now cut off: yet not entirely, if he could 
venture with the fresh pedestrian limbs, which still 
stood at his command, to set forth. towards the goal. 

First of aU, accordingly, he struck through the park ; 
making for the open country, and the road which ^was 
to lead him to his fnend. Of his direction he was not 
quite certain, when looking to the left, his eye fdl 
upon the Hermitage, which had hitherto been kept 
secret from him ; a strange edifice, rising with gro- 
tesque joinery through bush and tree : and here, to his 
extreme astonishment, he observed the good old man, 
who for some days had been considered sick, standing 
in the gallery under the Chinese roof, and looking 
blithely through the soft morning. The friendliest sa- 
lutation, the most pressing entreaties to come up, Lu- 
cidor resisted with excuses and gestures of haste. No- 
thing but sympathy with the good old man, who, has- 
.tening down with infirm step^ seemed every moment 
in danger of falling to the bottom, could induce him to 
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turn thither^ and then suffer himself to be conducted 
up. With surprise he entered the pretty little hall : it 
had only three windows, turned towards the park ; a 
most grac^ul prospect : the other sides were decorar 
ted, or rather coyered, with hundreds of portraits, cop- 
perplate, or painted, which were fixed in a certain or- 
der to ihe wall, and separated by coloured borers and 
interstioes. 

<< I &your you, my friend, more than I do every one ; 
this is the sanctuary in which I peacefully spend my 
last dKfs. Here I recover myself from all the mistakea, 
wfaidi society tempts me to commit : here my dietetic 
eiTors are ccnrectedy and my old being is i^ain resto- 
red to equilibrium." 

Lneidor looked over the place ; and being Well read 
in history, he easily observed that an hbtorical taste 
had presided in its arrangement. 

<< Above, there, in the frieze," said the old virtuoso, 
<< yom will find the names of distinguished men in the 
primitive ages ; then those of later antiquity ; yet atill 
only their names, for how they looked would now be 
cUfficnlt to discover. But here, in the main fi^d, comes 
my own life into play : h^e are the men whose names 
I used to hear menticmed in my boyhood. For some 
fifty years or so, the name of a distinguished man con- 
tinues in the remembrance of the people ; tben it va- 
nishes, or becomes Ikbulous. Though of German pa- 
rentis, I was bom in Holland ; and for me, WiOkm 
of Orange, Stadtholder, and King of England, is the 
patriarch of all common great men and heroes. 
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« Now, close by Williaiiiy yo« olwerre Lows XIV. 
as thep^fionwho — ** How gladly would Lvcidor have 
cut short the good old man, had it but been permitted 
him, as it is to us the narrators : for the whole late and 
latest history of the world seemed impmtding ; as from 
the portraits of Frederick the Great and his generals^ 
towanfo which he was glancing, was but too clearly to 
he gathered. 

And though the kindly young man could not but re^ 
■pect his old friend's lirely sympathy in these things^ 
or deny that some indiridual features and views in' this 
exhibitory discourse mi^t be interesting ; yet at col«> 
lege he had heard the late and latest history of Eu* 
rope already ; and what a man has once heard, he fan« 
des himself to know for erer. Lneidor's thoughts were 
wandering hr away ; he heard not, he scarcely saw ; 
and was just on the point, in spite of all politeness, of 
flinging himself out, and tumbling down the long &tal 
stav, when a load clapping of hands was heard from 
below« 

While Lncidor restrained his morement, tbe old 
aoaa looked over through the window, and a well- 
known TMce resounded from beneath : ^< Come down, 
for Heaven's sake, out of yom: historic picture gallery, 
old gentleman I Conclude your fasts and humiliations, 
end help me to appease our young friend, whan he 
leams it. Lucidor's horse I have ridden somewhat 
hard ; it has krart a shoe, and I was obliged to leave the 
beast behind me. What will he say ? He is too ab* 
surd, when one behaves absurdly." 
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. ** done up T said the old man, and turned. in to 
Lnddor : << Now> what say yon ?" Lucidor was silent^ 
and the wild blade entered* The discussion of the 
business lasted long: at length it was determined to 
despatch the groom forthwith, that he might seek the 
horse and take charge of it. 

Leaying the old man, the two younkers hastened to 
the house ; Lucidor, not quite imwillingly, submitting 
to this arrangement. Come of it what might, within 
these walls the sole wish of his heart was included. In 
such desperate cases, we are, at any rate, cut off from 
the assistance of our free will ; and we feel ourselves 
relieved for a moment, when, from any quarter, direc- 
tion and constraint takes hold of us. Yet, on entering 
his chamber, he found himself in the strangest mood ; 
like a man who, having just left an apartment of an inn, 
b forced to return to it, by the breaking of an axle. 

The gay younker fell upon the travelling-bag, un- 
. packing it all in due order ; especially sheeting every 
article of hbliday apparel, which, though only on the 
travelling scale, was to be found there. He forced Lu- 
cidor to put on fresh shoes and stockings ; he dressed 
for him his clustering brown locks, and decked him at 
all points with his best skill. Then stepping back, and 
surveying our friend and his own handiwork, from head 
to foot, he exclaimed : ^< Now, then, my good fellow, 
you do look like a man that has some pretensions to 
pretty damsels ; and serious enough, moreover, to spy 
ajbout you for a bride. Wait one moment ! You shall 
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see how I toocan produce myself, when the hour «triket« 
This knack I learned from your military officers ; the 
girls are always glancing at them ; so I likewise have 
enrolled myself among a certain Soldiery; and now they 
look at me too, and look again, and no aoul of them 
knows what to make of it. And so, from this looking 
and relooking, from this surprise and attention, a pretty 
enough result now and then arises ; whidb, though it 
were not lasting, is worth enjoying for the moment, 

<< But, come along, my fnend, and do the like sarvice 
for me I When you have seen me case myself hy piece- 
meal in my equipment, you will not say that wit and 
invention have heen denied me.*' He now led his friend 
through several long spacious passages of the old castle. 
^< I have quite nestled myself here," cried he. *^ Tliough 
I care not for hiding, I like to be alone ; you can do no 
good with other people." 

They were passing by the offioe-rooms, just as a ser- 
vant came out with a patriarchal writing-apparatus, 
black, massive, and complete ; paper, too, was not for- 
gotten. 

<< I know what is to be blotted here again," cried 
the younker : << go thy ways, and leave me the key. 
Take a look of the place, Lucidor; it will amuse ybu 
tiU I am dressed. To a friend of justice, such a spot is 
not odious, as to a tamer of horses." And with this, he 
i;>ushed Lucidor into the hall of judgment. 

Luddor felt himself directly in a well-known and 
friendly element ; he thought of the days when he, 
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fixed down to bnsiiiess^ had sat at rach a tablo ; and 
lisleniDg and writing, had trained Linuelf to his art. Nor 
did he fail to dbserrey that in this case an old stately 
domestic Chapel had, under the change of religiona 
ideas, been converted to the sendee of Themis. In the 
repositories, ha found some titles and acts already fa- 
miliar to him : in these very matters he had co-opera- 
ted, while labouring in the Capital. Opening a bundle 
of papers, there came into his hands a rescript, whidi 
he himself had dictated ; another, of which he had 
been the originator. Hand-writing and paper, signet 
and president's signature, eyerything recalled to him 
that season of juridical effort, of youthfol hope. And 
here, when he looked round, and saw the Oberamt- 
mann's diair, appointed and intended for himself; so 
6ar a place, so dignified a circle of activity, which he 
was now like to cast away, and utteriy lose, all this 
oppressed him doubly and trebly, as the form of Lu- 
cinda seemed to retire from him at the same time. 

He turned to go out into the open air, but found him- 
self a prisoner. His gay friend, heedlessly or roguish- 
ly, had left tim>4por locked. Lucidor, however, did 
not long continue uKj^his durance ; for the other re- 
turned ; apologised for his oversight, and really called 
forth good humour by his singulacF appearance. A cer- 
tain audacity of colour and cut in his clothes was sof- 
tened by natural taste, as even to tattooed Indians we 
refuse not a certain appit>bation. " To-day,*' cried he, 
'< the tedium of bygone days shall be made good to us. 
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Wonhy hkiadBf merry friends are oome ; pretty girls, 
rogoish and fond ; and my &ther, to boot ; and won* 
der on wonder I yonr father too. This will be a feeti* 
Tal» tmly ; they are all assembled for breakfiist in the 
parlonr." 

With Luddor, at this piece of informationy it was as if 
he were looking into deep fog ; all the figures, known 
and unknown, which the words announced to him, a»» 
samed a spectral aspect : yet his resohition, and the cim- 
sciousness of a pure heart, sustained him ; and, in a few 
seconds, he felt himself prepared for everythiag. He 
followed his hastening friend with a steady step, firmly 
determined to. await the issue, be what it mi^t, and 
explaiahis own purposes, come what come might. 

And yet, at the very threshold of the hall, he was 
struck with some alarm. In a large half circle, ranged 
round by the windows, he immediately descried his 
fifltther with the Obeiramtmann, both splendidly attired. 
The two sisters, Antoni, and others known and un- 
known, he hurried oyer with a glance, which was 
threatening to grow dim. Half wavering, he approach^ 
ed his father ; who badehim welcome with the utmost 
kindness, yet in a certain style of formality which 
scarcely invited any trustful application. Standing be- 
fore so many persons, he looked round to find a plac^ 
among them for the moment : he might have arranged 
himself beside Lucinda; but Julia, contrary to the 
rigour of etiquette, made room for him, so that he was 
forced to step to her side. Antoni continued by Lu- 
cinda. 
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At this importlmt moment, Lacidor agiun felt as if 
he were a delegate ; and, steeled by his whole jmidical 
sciadce, he called up in his own favom: the fine maxim : 
lliat we should transact affairs delegated to ns by a 
stranger, as if they were our own ; why not our own, 
therefore, in the same spirit ? Well practised in official 
orations, he speedily ran over what he had to say. But 
the company, ranged in a formal semicirck^ seemed to 
out-flank him. The purport of his speech he knew 
weU ; theb^inning of it he could not find. At this crisis, 
he observed on a table, in the comer, the large ink-glass, 
and several clerks sitting round it : the Oberamtmann 
made a movement as if to solicit attention for a speech ; 
Lucidor wished to anticipate him ; and, at that very 
moment,. Julia pressed his hand. This threw him out 
of all self-possession ; convinced him that all was de- 
cided, all lost for him. 

With the whole of these negotiations, these family 
alliances, with social conventions and mles of good 
inanners, he had now nothing more to do : he snatch- 
ed his hand from Julia's, and vanished so rapidly from 
the room, that the company lost him unawares, and he 
out of doors could not find himself again. 

Shrinking from the light of day, which shone do¥im 
upon him in its highest splendour ; avoiding the eyes 
of men ; dreading search and pursuit, he hurried for- 
wards, and reached the large garden-halU Here his 
knees were like to fail him ; he rushed in, and threw 
himself, utterly comfortless, upon the sofa beneath the 
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mirror. Amid the polished arrangements of society, 
to he caught in such unspeakable perpl^ty I It dash- 
ed to and fro like waves ahout him and within him. 
His past existence was struggling with his present ; it 
was a frightful momait. 

And so he lay for a time, with his face hid in the 
cushion, on which last night Lucinda's arm had rest- 
ed. Altogether sunk in his sorrow, he had heard no 
footsteps approach ; feeling some one touch him, he 
started up, and perceived Lucinda standing by his 
side. 

Fancying they had sent her to bring him back, had 
commissioned her to lead him with fit sisterly words 
into the assemblage to front his hated doom, he ex- 
claimed : ^< You they should not have sent, Lucinda ; 
for it was you that drove me away. I will not return. 
Give me, if you are capable of any pity, procure me 
convenience and means of flight. For, that you your- 
self may testify how impossible it was to bring me 
back, listen to the explanation of my conduct, which 
to you and all of them must seem insane. Hear now 
the oath which I have sworn in my soul, and which I 
incessantly repeat in words : with you only did I wish 
to live ; with you to enjoy, to employ my days, from 
youth to old age, in true honourable union. And let 
this be as firin and sure as aught ever sworn before the 
altar ; this which I now swear, now when I leave you, 
the most pitiable of all men." 

He made a movement to glide pa«t her, as she stood 
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ckMe before him; but she caught him softly in her 
arms. ^* What is this I** exclaimed he. 

<< Lucidor I'' cried she, ^< not pitiable as yon think : 
yon are mine, I am yonrs ; I hold yon in my acrms ; 
. delay not to throw yoiir arms about me. Yonr fiBtther 
has agreed to all ; Antoni marries my sister. " 

In astonishment he rec<»led from her : ^ Can it be ?" 
Lncinda smiled and nodded ; he drew back from her 
arms. '< Let me view once more, at a distance, ^diat 
is to be mine so nearly, so inseparably.*' He grasped 
her hands : << Lucinda^ are yon mine ?** 

She answered : ^< Well, then, yes,** the sweetest tears 
in the tmest eyes ; he clasped her to his breast, and 
threw his head b^ind hers ; he hung like a shipwreck- 
ed mariner on the difis of the coast ; the ground still 
shook under him. And now his enraptured eye, again 
opening, lighted on the mirror. He saw her there in 
his arms, himself clasped in hers ; he looked down, 
and again to the image. Such emotions accompany 
man throughout his life. In the mirror, also, he beheld 
the landscape, which last night had appeared to him so 
baleful and ominous, now lying fairer and brighter than 
ever ; and himself in such a posture, on such a back- 
ground I Abundant recompense for all sorrows ! 

<< We are not alone," said Lncinda ; and scarcely 
had he recovered from his rapture, when, all decked 
and garlanded, a company of girls and boys came for- 
ward, carrying wreaths of flowers, and crowding the 
entiunce of the HalL ^* This is not the way," cried 
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Lndoda : << how prettily it wst arrBnged, and now it 
ig all numing into tnnrahr' A gmy march soonded 
from a distance ; and the company were seen coming 
on by the large road in statdy procession. Lnddor 
hesitated to adrance towards them ; only ea her arm 
did he seem certain of his steps. She staid beside hun, 
expecting from moment to mcmient the solemn scene 
of meeting, of thanks for pardon already given. 

But by the capridons gods it was otherwise deter- 
mined. The gay clanging sonnd of a postiHon's horn, 
from the opposite side, seemed to throw the whole 
ceremony into ront. << Who can be coming ?" cried 
Lncinda. The thon^ of a strange presence was fright- 
fnl to Lncidor ; and the carriage seemed ^itirely im« 
known to him. A doable-seated, new, spick-and-span 
new trayelling chaise I It rolled np to the Hall. A 
well-dressed, handsome boy sprang down ; opened the 
door ; but no one dismounted ; the chaise was empty. 
The boy stept into it ; with a dexterous toudb or two 
he threw back the tilts; and there, in a twinkling, 
stood the daintiest vehicle in readiness for the gayest 
drive, before the eyes of the whole party, who were 
now advancing to the spot. Antoni, onthastening the 
rest, led Julia to the carriage. *' Try if this machine," 
said he, " will please you ; if you can sit in it, and 
over the smoothest roads, roll through the world be- 
side me : I will lead you by no other but the smooth- 
est ; and when a strait comes, we shall know how to 
help ourselves. Over the mountains, sumpters shall 
carry us, and our coach also." 
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> " You are a dear creature I" cried Julia. The boy 
came forward ; and, with the quickness of a conjurer, 
exhibited all the conveniences, little advantages, com- 
forts, and celerities of the whole light edifice. 

<< On Earth I have no thanks," cried Julia ; ^< but 
from this little moving Heaven, from this cloud, into 
which you raise me, I will heartily thank you." She 
had already bounded in, throwing him kind looks and 
a kiss of the hand. << For the present you come not 
hither ; but there is another whom I mean to take 
along with me in this proof excursion ; he himself : has 
still a proof to undergo.? She called to Lucidor ; who, 
just then occupied in mute conversation with his father 
and father-in-law, willingly took refuge in the light 
vehicle; feeling an irresistible necessity to dissipate 
his thoughts in some way or other, though it were but. 
for a moment. He placed himself beside her ; she di- 
rected the postilion where he was to drive. Instantly 
they darted off, enveloped in a cloud of dust ; and va- 
nished from the eyes of the amazed spectators. 

Julia fixed herself in the comer, as firmly and com- 
modiously as she could, wish. << Now do you shift into 
that one too, good brother ; so that we may look each 
other rightly in the hce" 

. LwMoT. You feel my confusion, my embarrass- 
ment : I am still as if in a dream ; help me out of it. 

JtUicu Look at these gay peasants, how kindly they 
salute us ! You have never seen the Upper Hamlet yet, 
$ince you came hither. All good substantial pe<^le 
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tbere^ and all thoroughly devoted to me. No one of 
them 80 rich that you cannot, by a time^ do a little 
kind service to him. This road, which we whirl along 
80 smoothly, is my father's doing ; another of his be- 
nefits to the community. 

Jjucidor. I believe it> and willingly admit it : but 
what have these external things to do with the per- 
plexity of my internal feelings ? 

Julku Patience a little 1 1 will show you the riches 
of this world and the glory thereof. Here now we are 
at ^ top I Do but look how clear the level country 
lies all round us leaning against the mountains I All 
these villages are much, much indebted to my fjather ; 
to mother and daughters too. The grounds of yon 
little hamlet are the border. 

lAwidor. Surely you are in a very strange mood : 
yon do not seem to be saying what you meant to say. 

Jtdicu But now lo<^ down to the left ; how beau- 
tifully all this unfolds itself I The Church, with its 
high lindens ; the Amthaus, with its poplars, behind 
the village knoll ! Here, too, are the garden and the 
park. 

The postilion drove faster. 

Julia. The Hall up yonder you know : it looks al- 
most as well here, as this scene does from it. Here, 
at the tree, we shall stop a moment : now in this very 
spot our image is reflected in the lai^e mirror ; there 
they see us full well, but we cannot see ourselves. — 
Go along, postilion ! — ^There, some little while ago, 
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two peoplef I believe, were reflected at a idMHrter dia« 
tance ; and, if I am not exceedingly mistaken, to their 
great mutoal aatis&ction. 

. Luddor, in ill humour, answered notlnng : they went 
on for some time in silence, driving very hard. " Hctc," 
•aid Julia, << the bad road begins : a service left for 
you to do, some day. Before we go lower, look down 
once more. My mother's boxtree rises with its royal 
summit over all the rest. Thou wilt drive," omtinued 
she to the postilion, <^ down this rough road ; we shall 
take the foot-path ^ough the dale, and so b^ sooner 
at the other aide than thou." In dismounting, she cried : 
<< Wdl, now, you will confess, the Wandering Jew, 
tbk» restless Antoni the Traveller can arrange his pil- 
grimages prettily enough for himsdf md his compa- 
nions: it is a very beantifial and commodions car- 
riage." 

And with this she tripped away down hiU : Lucidor 
foUowed her, in deep thought ; she was sitting on a 
pleasant seat ; it was Lucinda's little spot. She inrited 
him to sit by her. 

JtUicu So now we are sitting here, and one is no- 
thing to the other. Thus it was destined to be. The 
little Quicksilver would not suit you. Love it you 
could not, it was hateful to you. 

Lucidor 's astonishment increased. 
. JuUa. But Ludnda, indeed I She is the paragon of 
all perfections ; and the pretty sister was once for all 
cast out. I see it, iJie questi<Hi hovers on your lq« : 
who has told us all so accurately ? 
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Lucubr. There is treachery in it I 

Jti/to. Yes, truly! There has been a Traitor at work 
in the matter. 

Lucidor. Name him. 

JuUiu He is soon nnmasked : Yon I You have the 
praiseworthy or blameworUiy custom of talking to your- 
self : and now, in the name of all, I must confess that 
in turn we have oveiheerd you. 

Luekhr (starting up). A sorry piece of hospitality, 
to lay snares for a stranger in this way I 

JuUa. By no means I We thought not of watching 
you, mxnn than any other. But, you know, your bed 
stands in the recess of the wall ; on the opposite side 
is another akoye, commonly employed for laying up 
household articles. Hither, some days before* we had 
sUfted our old man's bed ; bong anxious about him in 
his ranote Hermitage : and here, the first night, yon 
started some such passionate soliloquy, which he next 
morning took his opportunity of rehearsing. 

Luddor had not the heart to interrupt her. He 
withdrew* 

Julia (r»ing and following him). What a sernce 
this discoTery did us all I For I will confess, if you 
were not positively disagreeable, the situation vHiich 
awaited me was not by any means to my mind. To 
be Frau Oberamtmannin, what a dreadful state ! To 
have a brave gallant husband, who is to pass judgment 
on the people ; and, for sheer judgment, cannot get to 
justice t Who can please neiUier high noi* low ; and, 
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what is worst, not even himself I I know what my 
poor motner Buffered from the incormptibility, the in- 
flexibility of my father. At last, indeed, but not till 
her death, a certain meekness took possession of him : 
he seemed to snit himself to the world, to make a trace 
with those evils ^ich, till then, he had yainly striven 
to conquer. 

Lucidor (stopping diort; extr^nely discontented 
with the incident ; vraced at this light mode of treating 
it). For the sport of an evening this might pass ; but to 
practise such a disgracing mystification, day and night 
against an imsuspicions stranger, is not pardonaUe. 

JuUa. We are all equally deep in the crime ; we all 
heaikened you : yet 1 alone pay the penalty of eaves* 
dropping. 

Lucidor, All I So much the nune unpardonable I 
And how could you hx^ at me, throughout the day, 
without blushing, whom at night you were so con- 
temptuously overreaching ? But I see clearly with a 
glance, that your arrangements by day were planned 
to make mockery of me. A fine family ! And where 
was your Other's love of justice all this while I — And 
Lucinda I — 

JvUa. And Lucinda I What a tone was that ! You 
meant to say, did not you, How deeply it grieved your 
heart to think ill of Lucinda, to rank her in a class with 
the rest of us. 

Lucidor. I cannot understand Lucinda. 

'Julia. In other words, this pure noble soul, t^ 

•7 
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peaoeliilly oomposed natare, benevctoice, goodness it- 
selfy this woman as she should be, unites with a light- 
minded company, with a freakish sister, a spoiled bro- 
ther^ and certain mysterious persons I Thi« is iacbm- 
prehensible I . 

Lvddnr. Yes, indeed, it is incomprehensible. 

JMcu Comprehend it then I Lucinda, like the rest 
of m, had her hands bound. Could you hare seen her 
perplexity, how lain she wouki have told you all, how 
often she was on the very eve of doing it, you would 
now love her doubly and trebly, if indeed true love 
werenotalwaystenfold and hundredfi^ of itself lean 
assure you, moreover, that all of us at length thought 
the joke too long. 

lAtddor. Why did you not end it then ? 

JvUa. That, too, I must eqikdn. No sooner had 
my father got intdligence oi your first monologue, and 
seen, as was easy to do, that none of his diildren would 
object to such an exchange, than he deteimined on 
visiting your ftither. The importance of the busmess 
gave him much anxiety. A father akne can feel the 
respect which is due to a father. << He must be in- 
formed of it in the first place," said mine, << that he 
may not in the end, when we are all agreed, be reduced 
to ^ve a forced and displeased consent. I know him 
well : I know how any thought, any wish, any pur* 
pose cleaves to4iim ; and I have my own fears about 
the issue. Julia, Ins maps and pictures, he has loing 
viewed as one thing ; he has it in his eye to tnmqiort 

VOL. IV. Y 
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all this luthery t^hen the yanng^ pair are once settled 
here, and his old pi^il cannot change her abode so 
readily ; on us he is to bestow his hoHdays ; and who 
knows what other kind friendly things he has project- 
ed. He mnst forthwith be informed what a laick Na- 
ture has played us, while yet nothing is declared, no- 
thing is determined." And with this, he exacted from 
us all the most solemn promise that we should observe 
you, and come what might, retain you here till his re- 
turn. How this return has been protracted ; what art, 
toil, and perseverance it has cost to gain your Other's 
consent, he himself will inform yon. In short, the bu- 
siness is adjusted ; Ludnda is yours. 

And thus had the two promenaders, sharply remo* 
ring from their first resting-place, then pausing by the 
way, then speaking, and walking slowly through the 
green fields, at last reached the height, where anothtf 
weU-levelled road received them. The carriage came 
whirling up : Julia in the meanwhile turned her friend's 
attention to a strange sight. The whole machinery, of 
which her gay brother had bragged so much, was now 
alive and in motion ; the wheels were already heaving 
up and down a multitude of people ; the seesaws w&e 
flying ; maypoles had their climbers ; and many a bold 
artfrd. swing and spring over the heads of an Innumer 
rable multitude you might see ventured. The younker 
had set all agoing, that so the guests, after dinner, 
mig^t have a gay spectacle awaiting them. << Thou 
ntirilt drive through the Nether Hamlet," cried Julia; 
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^\ the people with me well, and they sbtll see how 
well I am off."* / ' 

The Hamlet was empty : the yomig pe^le had all 
nm to the swmga and seesaws ; old men and wome% 
roosed by the driver^s born, a{q^eared at doon and win- 
dows; every one gave sahttadmis and blessings, ex- 
eUdiiiing : ^* O what a lorely pair I" 

JuHa. There, do yon hear ? We shonkl have suited 
well enongh together after all ; you may me it yeH. 

Jjucidor. Bnt now, dear sister ! 

JuUcu Ha I Now dear, when yon are rid of me ? 

Lucidor. One single word I On yon rests a heavy 
accusation : what did you mean by that squeeze (^ the 
hand, when you knew and felt my dreadful situaticm ? 
A thing so radically wicked I hare never met with in 
my life before. 

JuUcu Thank Heaven, we are now quits ; now all 
is pardoned. I had no mind fm* yotf, that is certain ; 
but that you had utterly and absolutely no mind for 
me, this was a thing which no young woman could fcnr- 
^ve ; and the squeeze of the hand, observe you, was 
for the rogue. I do confess, it was almost too roguish ; 
and I forgive myself, because I forgive you ; and so let 
all be forgotten and forgiven I Here is my hand. 

He took it ; she cried : ^^ Here we are again I In 
our park agmn ; and so in a trice, we whirl through the 
wide world, and back too ; we shall meet again.** 

They had reached the garden-hall ; it seemed emp- 
ty ; the company, tired of waiting, had gone out to walk. 
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Antoiiiy however, and Lucinda came forth. Julia step- 
ping from the carriage flew to her friend ; she thanked 
him in a cordial embrace, and restrained not the most 
joyfril tean. The brave man's chedcs reddened, his 
foatnres looked forth unfolded ; his eye glanced mmst ; 
and a fair impomng youth shone through the veil* 

And so both pairs moved off to join the company, 
with feelings ^ich the finest dream could not have 
given them. 
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CHAPTER LAST. 

** Thus, my friendsy** said Lenardo^ after a shoitpre- 
8iiiible> << if w($ enirey the most popukmi pmrinc^ and 
kingdoms of the firm Earth, we obaerre on all sides 
that wherever an arailableaoil appears, it is cnhiTated, 
planted, shaped, beantified ; and in the siUne propor- 
tion, coveted, taken into possesnon, fortified and de« 
fended. Hereby we bring home to onr eonoeptibns the 
high Worth of property in faaid ; and are obliged to 
coiisider it as the first and best acqfnbement that can be 
allotted to man. And if on closer inspection we find 
parental and filial love, the nnion of coontrymen and 
townsmen, and therefore the vtiiversal feeling of pa- 
triotism, founded inlmediately on ibis same interest in 
Uie soil, we cannot bttt regnd that seizing and retain* 
ing of Space, in the great Ot the small scale, as a thmg 
stHl more important and venerable^ Yes, Natiire her* 
self has so ordered it I A man bom on the glebe comes 
by habit to belong to it ; the two grow together, arid 
the &itiest ties are sptm from their nnion. Who is there 
then that would ^tefnlly disturb this foundation-stone 
of all existence ; that would bHodly deny the ivorth and 
dignity of such precious and peculiar gifts of Heaven ? 
^< And yet we may assert, that if what tatm pes- 
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I is of great worth, what he does and accomplishes 
must he of still greater. In a wide view of things, 
therefore, we must look on property in land as one 
small part of the possessions that have heen given ns. 
Of these the greatest and the most predons part consists 
especially in what is moveable, and in what is gained 
by a moving life. 

<< Towards this quarter, we younger men are pecu- 
liarly constrained to turn ; fw though we had inherit- 
ed from our fathevB the desire of abiifing and continu* 
ing, we find ourselves called by a thousand causes no- 
wise to- shut our eyes against a widor outlook and sur- 
vey. Let us hasten, then, to the sluNre of the Ocean, 
and convince oursdves what boundless spao^ are still 
lying open to activity ; and confess that, by the bare 
thought of this, we are roused to new vigour. 

<< Yet not to lose ourselves in these vast expanses, let 
us direct our attention to the Icmg and laige surfiace of so 
many countries and kingdoms, combined together cm the 
face of the Earth. Here we behold great tracts of land 
tenanted by Nomades; whose towns are moveable, 
whose life-supporting housdiold goods can be trans- 
ferred frmn place to place. We see them in the middle 
of the deserts, on wide green pasturages, lying as it were 
at anchor in their desired haven. Such movement, sndi 
wandering, becomes a habit with them, a necessity ; in 
the end they grow to r^;ard the surfece of the worid 
as if it were not bulwarked by mountains, were not 
cut anmder by streams. Have we not seen the North- 
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east flow towards the Southwest, one people driving- 
another beftve it, and lordship and^property altogether 
changed? 

** From over-populous countries, a similar calamity 
may again, in the great circle of vidssitudes, occur 
more than once* What we have to dread from foreign* 
^B, it may be difficult to say ; but it is curious enough, 
that by our own over-population, we ourselves are 
thronging one another in our own domains, and with- 
out waiting to be driven, are driving one another fm*th» 
passing sentence of banishmeiit each against his fellow. 

^^ Here now is the place and season for giving scope 
in our bosoms, without spleen or anger, to a love of 
movement ; for unfettering that impatient wish which 
excites us to change our abode* Yet, whatever we may 
purpose and intend, let it be accomplished not fronr 
passion, or from any other influence of force, but from 
II conviction corresponding to the wisest judgment and 
deliberation. 

<< It has been said, and over again said : Where I am 
well, is my country ! But this consolatory saw were 
better worded ; Where I am useful, is my country I At 
home, you may be useless, and the fact not instantly ob- 
served ; abroad in the world, the useless man is speedily 
convicted* And now, if I say : Let each endeavour every 
where to be of use to himself and others, this is not a 
precept, or a counsel, but the utterance of life itself. 

^< Cast a glance over the terrestrial ball, and for the 
present leave the ocean out of sight ; let not its huny- 
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iog fleets distnu^t your thonglits : "but fix your eye on 
ibe firm earth, and be amazed to see how it is ot^- 
flowed with a swarming ant tribe, jostling and crossing, 
and ronning to and fro forever ! So was it ordmned of 
the Lord himself, when obstructing the Tower of Babel, 
he scattered the human race abroad into all the world. 
Let us praise his name on this account, for the blessmg 
has extended to all generations. 

*' Obserre now, and cheerfully, how the young, on 
erery side, instantly get into movement* As instruc- 
tion is not offered them within doors, and knocks not 
at their gates, they hasten forthwith to those countries 
and cities whither the call of science and wisdom al- 
lures them* Here, no socmer have they gained a rapid 
and scanty training, than they feel themsdves inqielled 
to look round in the world, whether here and there 
some profitable experience, applicable to their objects, 
may not be niet with and impropriated. Let these try 
their fortune I We turn from them to those completed 
and distinguished men, those noble inquirers into Na- 
ture, who wittingly encounter every difficulty, every 
peril, that to the world they may lay the worid q>en, 
and, through the most Impassable, pave easy roads. 

<< But observe also, on beaten highways, how dust on 
dust, in long cloudy trains, mounts npy betokening the 
track of commodious top-laden canities, in which the 
rich, the noble, and so many others, are whirled along ; 
whose varying purposes and dispositions Yorick has 
most daintily explained to us. 
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** These the sUmt craftsmaiiy on foot, may cheerily 
gase after; for ^sdiom his coimtryhte made it adntyto 
appropriate foreign skill, and not till this has been ac- 
cmnplishedy to leTisit his paternal hearth. In still greater 
numbers, do traffickers and dealers meet us on our road t 
^e litde trader most not neglect, from time to time, to 
forsake his shop that he may visit ftdrs and market^ 
may approach the great merdumt, and inc r e ase his own 
small profit, by example and partidpation of the bonnd- 
leSs. Bnt yet more restlessly do we descry cmizing on 
horseback, nngly, on all high and bye ways, that multi- 
tude of persons whose business it is, in lawfol wise, to 
make forcible pretension to our purses* Samples of aU 
s<Nts, prize-catalognes, iuTitations to purchase, pursue 
us into town<^ouses and country-houses, and where- 
ever we may seek refuge : diligently they assault us 
and sorprise us ; themselves offering the oppwtunity, 
which it would hare entered no man's mind to seek. 
And what shall I say of that People which, before all 
othisrs, arrogates to itself the blessing of perpetual wan- 
dering, and by its moveable activity contrives to over- 
reach the resting, and to overstep the walking ? Of 
them we mUst say neither ill nor good ; no good, be- 
cause onr League stands on its guard against them ; no 
ill, because the wanderer, mindful of reciprocal advan- 
tage, is bound to treat with friendHness whmnsoever h^ 
may meet. 

<< But now, above all, we must mention with pecu- 
liar affection, the whole race of artists ; for they, too, 
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are thoroughly involved in' this universal movement. 
Does not the painter wander, vnth pallet and easd^ 
from face to face ; and are not his kindred laboiirm«< 
summoned, now this way, now that, -because in all 
places there is something to be bnilt and to be feshion* 
ed ? More briskly, however, paces the musician <m his 
way ; for he peculiarly it is that for a new ear has pro* 
vided new 8uq)rise,^ for a fresh mind fresh astonidi* 
ment. Flayers, too, though they now despise the cart 
of Thespis, stUl rove about in little dioirs ; and thdr 
moving world, wherever, tliey appear, is speedily enough 
built up. So likewise, individually, renouncmg seri- 
ous profitable engagements, these men delight to change 
place with place, according as rising talents, combined 
with rising wants, furnish pretext and occasion. For 
this success they commonly pr^[>are themselves, by 
leaving no important stage in their native land untrod- 
den. 

<< Nor let us forget to cast a glance over the profes- 
sorial class : these, too, you find in continual motion, 
occupying and forsaking one chair after the other, to 
scatter richly abroad on every side the seeds oi a hasty 
culture* More assiduous, however, and of wider aim, 
are those pious souls who disperse themselves throi^ 
all quarters of the world, to bring salvation to their 
brethren. Others, on the contrary^ are pilgriming to 
seek salvation for themselves : they march in ho^» to 
consecrated, wonder-working places^ there to ask and 
receive what was denied their souls at home* 
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^< And if all these sottd of men snrpiise us less by 
their wanderings as for most part, without wandering, 
the businesa of their life were impossible^ of those 
again who dedicate their di%ence to the soil, we 
should certainly expect that they, at least, were fixed. 
By no meaitt I Even without possessicm, occupation 
is conceivable ; and we behold ;the eager former foma- 
king the ground which for years has yielded him profit 
and enjoyment : impatiently he seardies aftar similar w 
greater profit, be it fiw ot near. Nay, the owner him- 
self will abandon his new-grubbed clearage so soon as, 
by his cultivation, he has rendered it commodious for, 
a less enterprising husbandman : once more he presses 
into the wilderness ; again makes space for himself ih 
the forests ; in recompoise of that first toiling, adouble 
and treble space ; on which also, it may be, he thinks 
not to continue. 

<< There we shall leave him, bickering with bears and 
other monsters ; and turn back into the polished world, 
where we find the state oi things no whit more sta- 
tionary. Do but view any great and regulated king- 
dom : the ablest man is also the man who moves die 
oftenest ; at the beck of his prince, at tiie order of his 
minister, tiie Serviceable is transferred from place to 
place. To him also our precept will apply : Every- 
where endeavour to be useful, everywhere you are at 
home. Yet if we observe important statesmen lea- 
ving, tiiough reluctantly, their high stations, we have 
reason to deplore their fate ; for we can neither recog- 
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Qise them as emigralors nor as migrators : not as emi- 
gmtors, because they forego a coyetable situatioii with- 
out any prospect of a better even seeming to q)en ; not 
as migrators, because to be useful m other places is a 
£iHrtnne seldom granted them. 

<<For the soldia*, again, a life of peculiar wanderii^ 
is appointed ; even in peace, now this, now that post 
is Intrusted to him ; to fight, at hand oiT afiir off for his 
native coun^, he must k^ himself pepetnally in 
motion or readiness to move ; and not for immediate 
defence alone, but also to folfil the remote purposes of 
nations and rulers, he turns his steps towanfe all quar- 
ters of the world ; and to few of his craft is it given to 
find any resting-place. And as, in lh» soldier, courage 
is his first and highest qtullity, so this must always be 
considered as united with fidelity ; and accordingly we 
find certain nations, famous for trustworthiness, odled 
forth from their home, and serving spiritual or temporal 
regents as body-gttards. 

<< Another class of persons indispe^isaUe to govern- 
ments, and also of extreme mobility, we s^ in those 
negotiators, who, despatched from court to court, be- 
leaguer princea and mimsters, and ovemet the whole 
inhabited world with their iiivioble threads. Of these 
men also, no one is certain of his place fen* a moment. 
In peace, the ablest of them are sent from country to 
country ; in war, they march behind the u'my when 
victorious, prepare the way for it when fugitive ; and 
thus are they appointed still to be changing place for 
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place ; on which acooimty indeed, they at all tiroes carry 
livith them a stock of fttunewell cards. 

*< If hitherto at every step we have contrived to do 
ourselves some honour, declaring as we have done the 
most distinguidied porti<m of active men to he our 
mates and fellows in destiny, there now remains for 
you, my heloved friends, by way of tetminatian, a 
glory higher than all the rest, seeing you find youT"' 
selves nnited in brotherhood with princes, kings, and 
emperors* Think first, with blessings and rever^ice, 
of the imperial wanderer Hadrian, who on foot, at the 
liead of his army, paced out the drde of the world 
tvhich was sidyjeot to him, and thus in very deed took 
poesesmon of it. Think then with horror of the Con- 
queror, that armed Wanderer, against whom no resist- 
ance availed, no wall or bulwark could shelter harmless 
nations. In fine, accompany with honest sympathy 
those hapless exiled princes, who, descending from the 
summit of the height, cannot even be received into 
the modest gild of active wanderers. 

<< And now while we call forth and ilhistrate all this 
to one another, no narrow despondency, no passionate 
perversion can rule over us. The time is past when 
people rushed forth at random into the wide worid : 
by the labours of scientific travellers describmg wis^y 
and copying like artists, we have become sufficiently 
acquainted with the Earth, to know moderately well 
what is to be looked for everywhere. 

'< Yet for obtaining perfect information an indiridual 
will not suffice. Our Society is founded on the principle 
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that each in bis degree, for his purposes, be thoroughly 
informed. Has any one of us some coun^ in his eye^ 
towards whidriiis wishes are tending, we endeavour to 
make clear to him, in special detail, what was hovering 
belwe his imagination as a whole : to vSord each other 
a survey of the inhabited and inhabitable world, is a 
most pleasant and most pn^table kind of conversa- 
tion. 

** Under this aspect, we can look upon ourselves as 
members of a Union belonging to the world. Simple 
and grand is the thought ; easy is its execution by un- 
derstanding and strength. Unity is dl-powerful ; no 
divisimi, therefore, no contention among us ! Let a man 
learn, we say, to figure himself as without permanent 
external relation; let him seek consistency and se- 
quence not in circumstances but in himself; there will 
he find it ; there let him cherish and nourish it. He 
who devotes himself to the most needful will in all 
cases advance to his purpose with greatest certainty : 
others again, aiming at the higher, the more delicate, 
require greater prudence even in the choice of their 
path. But let a man be attempting m treating what he 
will, he is not, as an individual, sufficient for himself; 
and to an honest mind, sodety remains the highest 
want* All serviceable persons ou^t to be related with 
each other, as the buflding proprietcH* looks out for an 
architect, and the architect f(»r masons and carpenta^. 

^* How and on what principle this Union d ours hai» 
been fixed and founded, is known to all. There is no 
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man among us, who at any moment could not to pro- 
per purpose employ his faculty of action ; who is not 
assured that in all places, whither chance, inclination, 
or even passion may conduct him, he will be received, 
employed, assisted ; nay, in adverse accidents, as far 
as possible, refitted and indemnified. 

<< Two duties we have most rigorously undertaken : 
first, to honour every species of religious worship, for all 
of them are comprehended more or less directly in the 
Creed : secondly, in like manner to respect all forms 
of government ) and since every one of them induces 
and promotes a calculated activity, to labour according 
to the wish and will of constituted authorities^ in what- 
ever place it may be our lot to sojourn, and for what- 
ever time. Finally, we reckon it our duty, without 
pedantry or rigour, to practice and forward decorum 
of manners and morals, as required by that Reverence 
for ourselves, which arises fi-om the Three Reverences ; 
whereto we universally profess our adherence ; having 
all had the joy and good fortune, some of us from 
youth upwards, to be initiated likewise in the higher 
general Wisdom taught in certain cases by those vene- 
rable men. All this, in the solemn hour of parting, we 
have thought good once more to recount, to unfold, to 
hear and acknowledge, as also to seal with a trustful 
Farewell. 

Keep not standing lix*d and rooted, 

Briskly venture, briskly roam ! 
Head and hand, where'er thou foot it, 

And stout heart are still at home. 
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In each land the sun does visit, 
We are gay wbate*er betide ; 

To give space for wand*ring is it 
That the world was made so wide." 



THE END, 
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